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· A knob is a model for variations on a theme by representing an element of that theme. That element can either have started out as variable or a constant, but is now a variable. Turning the knob changes the value of the variable.

· A slippage is a delve into a parallel universe of possibility by modifying something established as fact. An example in everyday conversation could be, “Things would be different if I were president.”

· The Hobo, Univers67, and Vivaldi As could all be controlled by a knob affecting the arc measure of the legs of the A. This would not affect the Sinaloa A as it is more of a solid triangle than a set of lines.
· The objection is that if being creative and a genius were a matter of rotating a knob, anyone could be a genius. Hofstadter replies that genius does not lie in turning a knob, but rather discovering a knob to turn. I like this response because it offers a way of dealing with the expression, “There is nothing new under the sun.” Granted that there is nothing new, there is always a new aspect of a concept that can be modified, and a new way to modify each aspect.

· The general equation for a conic section defined in the Cartesian coordinate system is ax2+2hxy+by2+2gx+2fy+c=0. Each independent variable in this equation is a knob. Modifying any of these variables changes the type of conic, the shape of the conic, the scale factor or size of the conic, its position, its orientation, and more. Further knobs could twiddle the dimension of the conic, e.g., an intangible 3dimensional conic achieved by a 3 dimensional plane intersecting some sort of 4dimensional cone. 
