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To be in Hell is to Serve
Mammon believes that hell is a state of mind. His plan for escaping is hell is not to literally relocate to someone else, but by changing it instead. He knows that he does not have the power to change God’s decree. “Let us not then pursue / By force impossible” (II.249-50). He goes on to say, “preferring / Hard liberty before the easie yoke of servile Pomp.” (II.256-57) To Mammon, hell is not a matter of where they physically are but whether or not they are in servitude under God. He does not prefer to suffer in hell over servitude to God; to him to serve under God is to suffer. In hell as a free being, he does not suffer. 
Mammon knows that he does not have the power to change God’s decree, but he is not admitting defeat. He knows that he cannot change the will of his oppressor, but he believes that he has the power to change his own state of mind. His argument appears to be in favor of transcendentalism when he refers to the good that all people (or demons) are inherently capable of:
...but rather seek
Our own good from our selves, and from our own
Live to our selves...Our greatness will appeer
Then most conspicuous, when great things of small,
Useful of hurtful, prosperous of adverse
We can create, and in what place so e're
Thrive under evil, and work ease out of pain
Through labour and indurance. This deep world
Of darkness do we dread?
(II.252-63)

Mammon’s plan to change his state of mind is to change his state of being. He wants to make hell into his own heaven. It does not seem like he wants to make a facsimile of heaven. This is impossible because heaven is as much of a state of mind as Hell is. Mammon wants to turn hell into a happy place, effectually making it into his vision of heaven. This subtly mocks the puritan value of hard work as well because while Mammon has a very strong work ethic, rather than trying to create God’s Kingdom on earth, he is trying to create his own Godless kingdom in Hell.

Mammon believes that their punishment is just an obstacle that they can overcome. He does not accept that punishment is punishment. He thinks that they can turn their punishment into reward because he does not respect or even fully understand the absolute power of God. If he did, he would not have agreed to go to war with Satan in the first place, because if he had he would have been fighting a battle that he knew he was going to lose.

Mammon further presents himself as a transcendentalist in his attempt to get his revenge against God by becoming independent of God. He wants himself along with the rest of the demons to transcend to a higher plane of existence, one where God is not a factor. He believes that they can find a way out of their struggle without God.
This idea is ultimately flawed because God’s state of being is the highest state of being, and is also unattainable by anyone except God himself. Mammon hopes to not only attain God’s level of being, but to actually rise above it. A lesser flaw in his logic is that they are serving a punishment. They cannot just get out of it by changing the rules, because God is the one who sets the rules. By fashioning hell into their own mold, they are effectively ending their punishment early without the action of repenting, which would be in direct contradiction of God’s will, and thus would not work. Mammon thinks that he can live without God, but the irony is that he needs God because repentance to God is the only way out of his punishment.
Strict Laws impos'd, to celebrate his Throne
With warbl'd Hymns, and to his Godhead sing
Forc't Halleluiah's; while he Lordly sits
Our envied Sovran,
(II.242-44)


Mammon obviously has a problem with having to worship God, because he wants to be independent of rule. Escaping God, however, would not make him independent of rule because no matter what he did, Satan would still be in power, and he would never be truly independent. Mammon cannot win. Nowhere in his argument for independence does he ever offer a plan for becoming independent; he only offers a plan for changing his ruler from God to Satan. If the council were to go along with his plan, God would allow it. Mammon would soon grow weary of his ruler and of being in servitude, and he would feel the same way about Satan that he does about God. This would again put Mammon into a personal hell, satisfying God’s decree.
