Seth Cohen

AP Government – Period 6

Key Terms – France (Almond Text)

Baccalauréat – The certificate of completion of the academic secondary school. This has remained almost the sole means of access to higher education.

Balladur, Edward – French Prime Minister of 1993, imposed a youth minimum wage.

Blocked Vote – Parliament must approve an entire bill with only the amendments proposed by the government, Used to maintain discipline within the majority. 

Chirac, Jacques – Prime Minister in 1986 and current French President.

Commune – The smallest administrative district of France and other European countries.

Confédération Francaise Democratique du Travail (CFDT) – French Democratic 
Confederation of Labor. Movement of worker self management.

Confédération Générale du Travail (CGT) – Oldest and by some measures largest of all union confederations.

Constitution of 1958 – Sixteenth constitution since the fall of the Bastille in 1789. Government no longer based on the fact that Parliament could overturn a government.

Constitutional Council – Conceived primarily as a safeguard against any legislative erosion of the constraints that the constitution has placed on the prerogatives of 
Parliament. Now the council interprets anything that may be unconstitutional and their decision is legally binding.

Council Of Ministers – The body of advisors to the head of state

Council of State – Judicial check on policy making. More of an advisory board than a binding government body, although their advice is seldom unheeded.

Cumul des mandats – French principle of one person holding multiple elected offices.

Decentralization – The distribution of the administrative functions or powers of (a central authority) among several local authorities.
Department – French Equivalent of a county. There are 100 departments in France.

ENA and Ecole Polytechnique – Two main grande écoles, or political science 
universities that the majority of all grand corps members have graduated from.

European Union – The EU pressured France to agree in 1992 to major reforms of the Common Agricultural Policy which took substantial amounts of land out of production.

Events of 1968 – Massive strikes and students demonstrations between May and June. 

Fédération de l’education nationale – The teachers union. An influential autonomous union of France.
Fédération Nationale des Syndicats Agricoles (FNSEA) – National Federation of 
Agriculture Unions – Dominant representative farm organization dominating sector of defense of agricultural interests.

Fifth Republic – A successful constitutional experiment now serving France consisting of both parliamentary and presidential democratic government.

Force Ouvriere (FO) – Worker’s Force. Established in 1948 in reaction to communist domination of CGT. Only union who has gained support over the years.

Fourth Republic – Unstable 12 years from 1946-58 wherein 24 governments fell.

French Communist Party (PCF) – The rightist party of France. Once major force in 
Politics, now not so much. Could attack Communists and Socialists.

Georges Marchais – Leader of PCF in 1981 fielded as candidate in election of 1981. Lost over ¼ of electorate in election.

Grand corps – The most important administrative agencies of France.

Jospin, Lionel – Lost to Chirac in 1995 but may be taking over; Prime Minister in 1997.

Juppé, Alain – First Prime Minister under Chirac who helped to develop RPR and UDF.

Le Pen, Jean-Marie – Founded Nation Front (FN) in 1972.

Maastricht Treaty – This treaty was to establish the European Union. 

Mitterrand, Francois – President of France from 1981 1995.

Motion of censure – Used to object a bill passed with pledged responsibility of government.
Mouvement des Enterprises de France (MEDEF) – The Movement of French Business. 
Dominant confederation that most trade associations and employer’s organizations are kept under. Weathered difficult years of nationalism introduced by Socialists.

Muslim – Frances second largest religion. There are over 3 million Muslims in France.

Napoléon Bonepart – Seized power of France November 10, 1799. Established the First empire and among other things France’s education system.

National Assembly – The first house of legislature. It is directly elected by all French citizens over the age of 18. The National Assembly has 577 members.

National Front – A relatively obscure party of the far right.

Nationalization – Private institutions and sectors are put under partial or complete governmental control, or existing government control is expanded.

Neocorporatism – Tendencies towards privatized of access [of government] (in regards to the means of access)

Ordinance – What government uses to enact legislation of a broad enabling law voted in by Parliament.

Political Class – members of Parliament, elected officers of municipalities or departments, some local party leaders, and a few French journalists of national renown.

Prefect – Administrator responsible for a county. Sheriff equivalent. 

President of the republic – The French head of state.

Prime Minister – Appointed by the president. Responsible for day-to-day running of government; division of responsibility between the two executives varies.

Privatization – Reduction of government ownership of institutions and sectors. 

Referendum – The submission of a proposed public measure or actual statute to a direct popular vote.

Region – District of government larger than a municipality and smaller than a department.

RPR – Rally for the republic. Direct lineal descendant of the Gaullist party, but without the firm rule of the Gaullist party.

Senate – Second house of legislature. It is elected by Municipal, regional, and departmental governments, which are elected directly by the citizens of France. The 
Senate has 321 members.

Socialist Party (PS) – Leftist party of France promoting nationalization and industrialization of France.

Union For French Democracy (UDF) – Heterogeneous alliance among groups and personalities organized to support president in support of 1978 legislative elections.

