“Contrary to popular belief, an artist is never ahead of his time, but most people are far behind theirs.”
"Everyone is born with genius, but most people only keep it for a few minutes."


The family name of Edward Varese is actually a province of Italy. Varese is located in Lombardy near the Swiss border. It is situated in the Alpine foothills and is located near many lakes. It is a popular tourist spot and domestic production includes silk, machinery, plastics, and leather goods. There are gardens to visit at the Este palace and there is a church there that was founded by St. Ambrose.


The first volume  of Varese’s complete works was the first record owned by Famous musician Frank Zappa. Zappa decided to purchasse the record because he had read in a magazine review in Look magazine that the music on the record was “nothing but drums - it's dissonant and terrible; the worst music in the world.” Zappa disagreed with the review and he liked it a lot for its uniqueness.


Composer Edward Varese was born in Paris on December 22nd, 1883 and died in New York on November 6th, 1965.Although Varese was born in France, he is an American composer. Varese studied composition with William Grant Still, recognized as one of America’s great composers.


Varese was an avant-garde composer who received very mixed reviews from critics. He had a very unique style that may have sounded quite saturnalian to the untrained listener, but were actually “based on complex acoustic and theoretical principles which broke down the distinctions between music and noise, dissonance and consonance.” 
Varese studied at the Schola Cantorum and the Paris Conservatoire, and then he moved to Berlin in 1907 and met Strauss and Busoni. He returned to Paris in 1913, but then emigrated to New York 2 years later. All of his preexisting compositions, except for a single song and orchestral score, Burgogne, disappeared at this point. Burgogne was destroyed by him near the end of his life.

His first major work after coming to America was “Amériques for large orchestra” in 1921. It shared many similarities with Debussy’s and Stravinsky’s early ballets, but it also “sets out to discover new worlds of sound: fiercely dissonant chords, rhythmically complex polyphonies for percussion and/or wind, forms in continuous evolution with no large-scale recurrence.”
In this same year, Varese and another composer, carlos Salzedo, founded the Internation Composer’s Guild, which gave several of the first performances of varese’s for small ensemble. They featured mainly wind and percussion, and contained echos of Amerique. Hyperprism and Octandre were composed in 1923 and Intégrales was composed in 1925.

http://hybrid.concordia.ca/~a_cioffi/dfar252/ass6.htm
http://www.planetzappa.com/discography/related/varese/varese.html

