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Tom is a devout believer in the “science” of eugenics. He is a racist and also a white supremacist. Tom, like Davenport, believes in the inherent superiority of WASPs, and in turn the inherent inferiority of other races such as Jews and African Americans.


Tom lives his entire life by the Eugenics Code. By this, it is meant that he only associates himself with other Wasps, except in special situations. He is married to a rich Wasp. He sees a mistress on the side, one of the few non-Wasps in his life. He spent his entire childhood enjoying a rich upbringing, maintaining “superiority” for his race and keeping the other races/classes down.


When Tom is at home his time is usually spent with his lovely wife Daisy who enjoyed a similar childhood to Tom. Some of their friends are probably over and it is a safe bet that they are drinking, possibly even drunk. Tom seems to go through most of his life drunk, one of the indulgences deemed OK by Davenport due to the original English settlers who also partook in drinking. 


When Tom is out, he may be spending his time with his mistress, Myrtle Wilson. She is the wife of George, a simple auto mechanic. They are a middle class couple living in Ash Valley. Tom believes that he is superior to Myrtle and her husband, and this is expressed in his treatment of them.


Tom is one of George’s frequent customers, but he stills sees his wife on the side. When he interacts with George, he makes it seem like nothing is going on. Tom lies to Georges face on every encounter that he has with him.


Although Myrtle is his mistress, Tom treats with more disrespect than he treats her husband. Tom would never dream of laying a finger on his own wife, but he has no problem with laying one down upon Myrtle. When she angers him, he does not hesitate to hit her. One time she got him so mad that he went so far as to break her nose.


Tom lives his entire life like a movie. This movie is not necessarily a glamorous one, although aspects of his life are, such as his great wealth. It is like a movie in the respect that it is so surrealistic. He spends his days seeing mistresses, never being satisfied with his wife, although they could never separate. When his wife finds out about a mistress, or the scandal gets to large, they just pack up and move to another town. Additionally, Tom is drunk most of the time and uses his intellect to read racist books, and spends his free time thinking about glory days of college football, adding to the surreal qualities of his life.


In taking a mistress, Tom feeds on the supposed “sex-immorality” of the lower class. While it could be argued that Tom is sexually immoral himself, this does not appear to be the case. There is no sacred vow between Tom and Daisy, Daisy is Tom’s trophy wife. He displays her to his friends because he knows that it would be socially (and personally) unacceptable to openly associate with someone from the lower class. 

While Daisy claims to love Tom, she too shares no sacred bond. This shown in her willingness to reminisce with Gatsby about the old times when they were together, and her offering to Nick to kiss him at one of Gatsby’s parties. Daisy is Tom’s trophy and Tom is Daisy’s security. This is the extent of their relationship.

Daisy ends up running over and killing Myrtle. Tom’s only happiness is taken away from him by his wife. The one person that he was supposed to remain faithful to ends his life of riches and infidelity. But even then, Tom has not come to an end. Although it is an entire human life tragically and unrightfully ended, it is really no different than any other one of Tom’s previous mistresses.

After everything blows over, the same pattern is repeated: Tom and Daisy take off and go on a nice vacation. They continue on as if nothing had ever happened, receiving no castigation for their wrongs. This is an obvious reflection of class stratification. The rich go on being rich, living a life free of consequence, while the poor continue to be poor.

