Highlighter

My job was to go through the story and find paragraphs that demonstrated plot elements important to a short story. To do this, I read the story, then thought about the key points of the story. They were:

Tom losing his paper

Tom almost dying

Tom realizing that his wife was what was important in his life

After this, I went through the story and found passages that demonstrated these elements of the story, and I explained why I chose them. These are the paragraphs that I chose.

Paragraph 1

It was impossible to walk back. He simply could not do it. He couldn’t bring himself to make the slightest movement. The strength was gone from his legs; his shivering hands – numb, cold, and desperately rigid—had lost all deftness; his easy ability to move and balance was gone. Within a step or two, if he tried to move, he knew that he would stumble clumsily and fall. (P 205, paragraph 3)

This paragraph establishes that Tom is now in some serious trouble. He is out on a ledge, scared, and beginning to lose control of his body. He has crossed the point of now return, and now he must figure out how to get back. 

Paragraph 2

There he got out his topcoat and hat and, without waiting to put them on, opened the front door and stepped out, to go find his wife. He turned to pull the door closed and warm air from the hall rushed through the narrow opening again. As he saw the yellow paper, the pencil flying, scooped off the desk and, unimpeded by the glassless window, sail out into the night and out of his life, Tom Benecke burst into laughter and then closed the door behind him. 

In this paragraph, Tom realizes the importance of not the yellow paper he was trying to get, but the lesson in learned in doing so. He learned that life was too short to waste, and it made him realize that he needed to spend more time with his wife, and concern himself with the important things in life. After crossing this turning point of going through a near death experience, he has changed his life for the better.

