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Dear  Mr. Gilbert,


               May 5, 2005

We are high-school students at Walter Payton College Prep. For the duration of this semester we have been analyzing the media’s portrayal of high-school students. We watched many different TV shows and movies, including most of primetime. The now cancelled ABC show Life As We Know It gave the most accurate portrayal of teenagers as high-school students.

We conducted a screening of the pilot episode at our school and followed it with a poll for the participants to complete, discussing whether or not they liked the show and why, and also how much they related to different situations in the show. A majority of the viewers liked the show and strongly felt that it was an accurate portrayal of high-school life.


The article that you wrote about the show in January of 2005, ‘Life as we know it’ has little new to offer mentioned the overemphasis that the show had on sex, as well as the soap-opera qualities that it shared with other soaps on the “’We Brood’ network.” The show did not seem like a soap opera to us, as well as those polled. The males felt that a large part of high school life is sex. As a male high school junior, I share the typical thought process of thinking about sex every five seconds.

You were supportive of the show’s other efforts to capture the high school experience better than other shows by dwelling into this emotional lives, however it was apparent that you did not feel very strongly about when you stated “that its demise will be a loss, albeit a minor loss.” 


Granted that ABC might not have made the best decisions when scheduling against giants CSI and The Apprentice, and then later The OC, the merits of the show seem to go unrealized. It is not just another Dawson’s Creek or another unrealistic teen drama; it is a realistic show about realistic situations that teenagers relate too, and that is all that counts in determining the worth of a teen show. The show deserves a second look and should be reconsidered with the thoughts of high-school students in mind, not critics who have not been in high school for years.


Seth Cohen and Max Caploe



