Elections

1. Elections are a constant phenomenon

i. Elections for 2 government branches complete independent of each other

ii. Regular elections at regional and local levels

iii. Initial euphoria replaced by high voter fatigue

· Voter turnout has been good (65-70%) in some elections and poor (not meeting 25-50% minimum, depending on contest) for others. This leads to repeat balloting.

iv. Extensive media coverage is given to national elections as it is in US, campaigns start over a year ahead of time, US compaign advisors fundamental to the election priocess.

2. Electoral system combines proportional representation with winner-take-all districts

i. Paragraph 1 – Explanation Of System
i. Half of 450 deputies selected based on nationwide party lists

ii. Any party with 5%+ vote entitled to 1 of 225 deputies in the State Duma

iii. Any vo
te to party receiving<5% is essentially a wasted vote

iv. Voters may also opt to vote against all candidates or parties.

v. Remaining 225 deputies elected in winner-take-all races in single-member districts.
ii. Paragraph 2 – Impact On Party Fragmentation

i. The impact on party fragmentation is ambiguous

ii. 5% rule for proportional representation encourages parties to generate a large amount of candidates to achieve the 5%

iii. Also allows relatively small parties with few candidates to hold power in the Duma and thus discourage large coalitions.

iv. Winner-take-all system not as diminishing for independents as a well known local figure without large party representation may still win an election.

3. Russia’s government is opposed by many of its citizens

i. In 1993 and 1995 parliamentary elections, nationalists and communists respectively formed a majority coalition in the Duma.

ii. Yeltsin kept his prime minister despite this, showing that parliamentary elections do not have a large impact on governance.
iii. Yeltsin still won the election of 1996 despite his lack of reaction to parliamentary election, but Zyuganov was a close second.
B. Political Culture, Citizenship, and Identity
1. Attitudes on government during the tsarist period are still felt during present times


i. Acceptance of a wide scope of state activity


ii. A tradition of oligarchic leadership


iii. A tendancy to utopian thinking

iv. Suuport for economic egalitarianism

v. Collectivist Values

vi. Simultaneous attraction to order and anarchy (Dats crazy yo!)

vii. The desire for an authoritive source of truth (Yes that’s interesting too)

2. Soviet ideology included this in addition to Russian values:



i. Science



ii. Technology



iii. Industrialization



iv. Urbanization

Soviet ideology was discredited when Communism collapsed, Russians were in an identity Crisis.

3. Surveys show popular discontent and support for liberal democratic values:

i. Late 1995 early 1996 survey showed that 80% supported introduction of democracy tol Russia and 1/3 felt it to be foreign and unsuited to Russia

ii. Russians prefer a strong state and leaders that can maintain governemtn, but not rule authoritarianly. 

iii. Reality – The state is weak, unable to fulfil many traditional roles in maintaing order and welfare, ecomic inequality has dramatically increawed, marketization encourages individual rather than collective units, and there is not authoritative source of truth.
4. What does it mean to be Russian?

i. The Russian Language has two words for Russian

i. Russkii refers to ethnicity

ii. Rossiiskii – broader concept referring to people of various ethnic backgrounds included as a political entity.

ii. USSR – Just over 50% of population was ethnically Russian

iii. Russia – 80% Ethnicaly Russian
iv. There are a few large non-Russian groups, the largest minority being the Muslims of Tatarstan.

v. Approximately 25 million Russians reside outside of the Russian Federation in other former Soviet republics.

vi. Is Russianness defined by ethnicity or citizenship?
vii. There is Tension between Russians and minority groups of Russia, as well as the Transcaucasus region.

5. Role of Religion and The Political System
i. Religion has long shaped Russian identity.
ii. Russian orthodox church appeals to Russians who have discredited communism. 

iii. Religion has not become a societal social cleavage.

iv. The government of Boris Yeltsin has has supported the revival of Russian Orthodoxy as a basis of national identity.

v. A controversial 1997 law made it harder for new religious groups to organize themselves, ad it was protested strongly by human rights groups.

