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ABSTRACT:The 1976 decision by the British government to end political-
prisoner (“special”) status for Irish Republican prisoners led to a five year
campaign in Long Kesh prison that included refusal to wear prison clothing
and refusal to use prison showers. In response to the beating of a cell-mate,
prisoners refused to leave their cells to use toilets. This turned into a shit
strike, with prisoners defecating in their cells, and smearing the walls with
their shit. Women prisoners in Armagh jail joined the protest. These events
will be examined in the light of other shit protests, and also in light of notions
of “bare life” and biopower
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