SHISHU BHARATI NH

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

2008-09
SBNH VENUE: 

Nashua High School South, 36 Riverside Drive, Nashua, NH 03062. Directions are available at: http://www.geocities.com/shishubharatinh/Directions_to_NHS.doc.
  Please remember to park in the Visitors Parking Lot and enter via the main entrance off that lot.

TIMINGS:* 

Assembly will start at 10:00am sharp. Students are expected to attend Assembly every school day, and parents are encouraged to attend as well since a lot of important announcements are made during Assembly. Students will be taken by their teachers to the first class at 10:15am. They will be brought to the cafeteria for snack break at 11:15am. They will be taken by their teachers to the second class at 11:30am. Classes will be dismissed at 12:25pm. Please pick up your child/ren promptly at 12:25pm from the cafeteria. Please do not pick them in the hallways.

Parents are requested to bring in their children to school on time, which is 10:00am sharp, as well as pick them up after school on time, which is 12:25pm sharp.  Please see “Late Drop-Offs”, “Early Dismissal Requests”, “Late Pick-Ups” and “Attendance” paragraphs below.

* Note that beginning January 25, 2009, and for the rest of the 2008-09 school year, the Nashua branch school timings have been extended as follows to make up for several lost school days due to weather conditions:

Assembly:  9:45 am - 9:50 am (regular time was: 10:00 - 10:15)

Culture class:  9:55 am - 11:05 am (regular time was: 10:20 - 11:15)

Snack Break:  11:10 - 11:20 am (regular time was 11:15 - 11:30)

Language class: 11:25 am - 12:35 pm (regular time was 11:30 - 12:25)

Accordingly, all students are required to arrive to school at 9:45am sharp and be picked up at 12:35pm.
EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS:

In case of emergency during school hours, parents are required to provide their emergency contact phone numbers where they can be reached during school hours (to be provided online at time of registration and kept updated for any changes). You may also want to note down your emergency cell phone number in your child’s school folder.  In case you need to contact us during school hours, you may call Jay Pandit’s cell phone 978-710-0135, or Anant Panwalkar’s at 978-328-6376.  Please keep these numbers handy with you. 

E-MAIL COMMUNICATION: 

Please note that we primarily communicate via e-mail, and all announcements will be e-mailed on a weekly basis (every Thursday) to the e-mail addresses provided to us in your online parent account (please keep this information updated at all times), and can also be viewed at our website at www.geocities.com/shishubharatiNH. If you would like to receive these announcements at a different or additional e-mail address, please e-mail it to us at shishubharatiNH@yahoo.com.

ADMINISTRATION CONTACT LIST:

We will keep our SBNH website updated with an “Administration Contact List” which will list the names and contact information for the in-charges of some key areas (http://www.geocities.com/shishubharatinh/Admn_Contact_Info_0809.doc). If at any time you have any questions/concerns/suggestions to do with an area, please look up this list for the appropriate contact persons.  Please also cc ShishubharatiNH@yahoo.com if you would like your query/request officially recorded.
TEACHER ROSTER:
A “Teacher Roster” will also be kept updated at our website at http://www.geocities.com/shishubharatinh/Teacher_Roster_0809.doc
STUDENT DROP OFF PROCEDURE: 

Parents or guardians of all students are required to escort their child/ren into the cafeteria when coming in to school. Children under 12 cannot be dropped off at the curb or asked to go into school by themselves from the parking lot. No curbside parking is allowed at any time.
STUDENT DISMISSAL PROCEDURE: 
Parents or guardians of all students are required to come inside the cafeteria to pick up their child/ren. Curbside or drive-by pick ups are not allowed. Students are absolutely not allowed to wander around the hallways or anywhere outside of the cafeteria while they are waiting for their parents.  
STUDENT ATTENDANCE: 

70% attendance throughout the year is required for the student to pass a class and be promoted on to the next level.  If, for any reason, you think your child may not be able to make the 70% attendance, you must speak to the Principal directly as soon as you become aware of a situation that might impede the student’s attendance.  

For all absences, the student and parent are required to obtain the missed class material from the teacher and catch up with the work.  

The Latecomers Log and Early Dismissal Request forms (See below) will be frequently checked for consistent lateness or frequent early dismissals, and will impact the student’s attendance record.  A student coming in late 3 or more times will be marked with one absence on his/her class attendance records.

LATE DROP-OFFS:

A parent of any student coming into school past 10:00am** will be marked late in a “Latecomers Log.”  The student would also need to wait in the cafeteria until a Hall Monitor is available to take the child to the classroom.  Parents are absolutely not allowed to bring their child to his/her classroom directly.  A student coming in late 3 or more times will be marked with one absence on his/her class attendance records.
** Starting January 25, 2009, and for the rest of the school year, students arriving later than 9:45am will be marked late in the “Latecomers Log.”  This log will be reviewed weekly to see consistent lateness, and one absence will be marked for every 3 times that the student is marked late.
LATE  PICK-UPS:

The school ends at 12:25pm. An administrator has to stay in school until the last student is picked up; so, please be considerate to the administrators and pick up your child on time.  Please call one of the emergency contact numbers given above to notify us if you are running a little late.    

EARLY DISMISSAL REQUESTS: 

If you would like to have your child/ren dismissed early from class on a particular day, please come in 15 minutes prior to the requested dismissal time, sign in the Early Dismissal Log, and notify the Hall Monitor who will then get your chid/ren from the classrooms.  Please also e-mail or notify the teacher via note that you will be picking up your child early.

Q&A HOURS: 

If you have any questions/concerns, and wish to personally speak with the Principal (Jay Pandit), Vice Principal-Culture (Uma Shankar), Vice Principal-Language (Seema Sundara), or Director of Administration (Anant Panwalkar), you can approach them between 10:20 and 12:15 in the cafeteria. Of course, you are always welcome to e-mail us at shishubharatiNH@yahoo.com and your question/concern will be addressed by the appropriate individual. You may also use the Suggestion Box available in the Cafeteria. 

SNACKS:

The snacks provided to the students include juice, milk, water, crackers & cookies.  Parents are requested to notify us and to monitor the snack consumption of their child if he/she has any food allergies.  We also provide tea & coffee supplies for parents.

SNACK SPONSORSHIP:

We welcome and appreciate your snack sponsorship for a day. The sponsorship is $35 for a day. We will do all the purchasing, since we have to follow some guidelines for the snacks purchased. There is a Snack Sponsorship Sign Up sheet available in the cafeteria, and you can see either Anant Panwalkar or Nikita Shah to make the payment. The sponsoring student's name will be announced in Assembly on the day sponsored. 

STUDENT ILLNESS:
If your child is sick, especially having had fever within the past 24 hours, we request that you do not send him/her to school.  Also, if your child has any pre-existing medical condition that requires attention, we require that at least one parent or guardian of that child be present at all times during school hours. We are not equipped to handle any medical issues or emergencies, and are not to be held liable for any consequences related to your child’s illness. 
LIBRARY: 
The Nashua branch has many books and Video/DVD material, related to Indian culture and languages, available for checkout by its students. Three (3) books and/or Video/DVD will be given out for a maximum of two (2) weeks at a time per student. The material is renewable, if not requested for other purposes. A moderate fine of 50₵ will be levied per book/video/DVD per week late. A lost book/video/DVD will be requested to be replaced or paid for as per replacement value.  

Library will open starting the 3rd week of the school year and end 4 weeks before school year end, and will be held in the cafeteria.   Library hours are from 10:30am-12:00pm***, and library material can be checked in and out only within that time period. Parents can check material in and out of the library in the name of their child.  

*** Due to the extended timings, starting January 25, 2009, the new Library hours will be 9:45am – 12:15am

ONLINE ACCOUNT/REPORT CARD ACCESS:
Following are the steps to access your (parent) and your registered child’s account and report cards online: 

1) Login to www.shishubharati.org and click on the “Online System” link at the bottom left side of the screen or go directly to https://online.shishubharati.org/web/guest/home
2) Your Login ID and password are what you chose or updated when registering your child.  If you do not remember your Login, please e-mail us at shishubharatiNH@yahoo.com.  If you do not remember your Password, please click on “Forgot Password” at the Login screen.

3) Once logged in, please ensure that all information in “View/Update My Info,” and in “View Update Info” under the “Registered Student Info” tab, is accurate and updated for yourself and each of your registered children.  Also, if you need to update your password once you are logged in, you can do so by clicking on “My Account” on the upper right hand corner of the screen.
5) Please click on “View Report Card” under the “Registered Student Info” tab, and follow the links from there onwards, to access your child’s report cards.
SCHOOL CLOSINGS DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER:

In case of inclement weather, we may decide to close school on an otherwise scheduled school day.  In this case, the decision will be made by 7:30am on that day, and an announcement will be posted to our websites at www.geocities.com/shishubharatiNH and www.shishubharati.org as well as e-mailed to you. If you do not hear otherwise from these avenues by 8:00am, please assume that the school is open.   If you do not have access to the Internet, you may call Anant Panwalkar at 603-225-6979 or Jay Pandit at 978-710-0135.
 

Please note that the decision to close school or keep it open will be based on local (Nashua) weather and conditions at the time.  Please use your discretion based on the conditions in your area. Your child’s safety is of first concern- so drive safe!

VOLUNTEER NEEDS:

We will have an easel set up on one of the front round tables in the cafeteria on which we will post all our immediate volunteer needs, noting the specific requirements and time needed etc.  We urge you all to please peruse that easel every morning and afternoon while you drop off and pick up your children, to see if you could allocate some of your time to help with any of the items.  For long term needs, we plan to post the specifics in our weekly announcements. We thank you in advance for any time you can spare to help out.  

LEARN HINDI/GUJARATI BOOKS & HINDI/TAMIL/GUJARATI CDs:

We have some limited copies of “Learn Hindi” and “Learn Gujarati” books available for sale at cost of $15 each; and Hindi, Tamil and Gujarati learning CDs available for sale at cost of $13 each, that have been very well received in the past.  Please pick up one or more at the Library area if you are interested.

SHISHU BHARATI LOGO T-SHIRTS AND TOTE BAGS:

We have Shishu Bharati school logo imprinted Polo shirts, in various youth and adult sizes, and Tote Bags available for sale at $5 and $7 each respectively.  Please pick up one or more at the Library area and show your pride of Shishu Bharati!
EMPTY CARTRIDGE DONATION:  

Recycling certain branded empty printer/copier cartridges at Staples gives us $3 per cartridge to use for buying necessary school supplies.  We would appreciate it if you could donate your used cartridges.  A box will be kept in the Library area for collection.  

AMAZON.COM REFERRAL LINK:

We get a small percentage commission on orders placed at amazon.com through our referral link at http://rcm.amazon.com/e/cm?t=shishubharati-20&o=1&p=20&l=ur1&category=home&banner=046QZN7HP2KFGC3R1E82&f=ifr&f=ifr  Please consider this when making your purchases at amazon.com.

PARENT YAHOOGROUP: 
As you may be aware, Shishu Bharati does not align itself with any for-profit, religious or political group, and therefore does not use its facilities, or any parent or student contact information for such purposes. But, we welcome the exchange of community related information, relating to Culture and Languages, by our parents and administrators through a separate Yahoogroup (SBNH-Parents) moderated by Shishu Bharati.  If you are interested in joining the Yahoogroups e-mail list, please e-mail us with your request to join at shishubharatiNH@yahoo.com.  
 

SIGN UPS & INFORMATION:
Sign Up sheet for Snack Sponsorships, Volunteer Needs list, FYI flyers, Lost & Found etc. will be kept in the Library area in the cafeteria. Please make it a point to peruse these occasionally.
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