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Man on Fire by A.J. Quinnell
Creasy is a man on fire. He burns with the thought of revenge after the first person to bring him happiness is taken away from him. Hired as a body guard for a child named Pinta, Creasy finds himself energized by her inquisitive nature. Shortly after becoming comfortable Pinta is taken away from him by the local mafia in a ransom scheme by her father and associates. After being shot at the kidnapping, Creasy wakes up at the hospital and goes on in preparation for an assault on the organized crime leaders and all who were involved. What differences and similarities will befall this American between the book and the movie of this story, “Man on Fire”.


One of the first things you notice in the story is the mother’s reaction to things. There is a big difference which is basically defined by the mother’s race. In the book there is a little worry shown by Rika, the book’s mother. Because of her being Italian, she has some uneasiness with the fact that Creasy is an American. She says it’s interesting that he is but you can tell by her tone that she’s not sure of how it will work out. In the movie, Lisa the movie’s version of the mother is also an American. So she finds it relieving that Creasy is from the United States. These views of Creasy show again after Pinta’s kidnapping. On the one end you have Rika, filled with hatred towards Creasy stacking on to her distrust of Americans as she blames him for Pinta’s kidnapping. She is especially upset finding out about is alcohol problem. In the movie though, you don’t see any anger from Lisa. The first time you see them talk is when Creasy returns to the house to pick up his things. There is a little uneasy tension but no hatred. They simply talk, Lisa had borrowed Creasy’s bible and he lets her hold on to it and Creasy tells her his plans.

One of the next things you see is Creasy’s actions after the kidnapping. He goes through certain preparations in order to accomplish his goal of revenge. In the book and with the help of Guido, Creasy isolates himself at the farm land of Guido’s passed away wife’s family. He goes there and takes a few weeks, getting is body in tune for his assault on the mafia. But in the movie, he is very direct. There was nothing between the hospital and his attack. After being released from his sick bed, he does a little reflecting and makes a few arrangements then goes on his way. One thing he did do in both the movie and book was shown in very different lights. During is training at the farm in Gozo, Creasy had a big goal of getting strong enough to fight the current in the cove and swim across to the other side. He swam multiple times every day. Although he did swim in the movie too, and I believe they wanted it to make a point, Creasy was shown between scenes diving into a pool, his wound releasing blood into the water.


During one of his attacks, you can see some various differences in the way it’s done between the movie and the book. In the movie you have the target, Fuertes, a corrupt kidnapping inspector who steals the ransom money and ruins the deal. He is a splice between two of the book’s characters Fossella and Conti. And this is shown by the way he dies. In the book Fossella is tortured and told how he’s going to die. Creasy describes a rectal bomb he plans to use on him. And for Conti, a fireworks display personally arranged by Creasy will be his punishment. Creasy fires an RPG shot into the car, piercing its radiator as it flips over an already flaming car in front of them, leaving only one survivor who definitely wasn’t Conti. For Fuertes, there was a similar approach. A rocket was fired into the vehicle in front of Fuertes’, causing them to stop. Creasy walks out with a pistol in hand and kidnaps Fuertes. Moments later, Fuertes wakes up, duck taped to the front of a car with his pants down. Creasy has also given him a rectal bomb. Two separate targets have been put into one.

Although it’s probably not the last one in the book, it is however my final comparison from the book. Creasy’s death, the fall of the American. There is basically two main points when looking at this event. “Why he died.”, and “How he died.” We know by now, he died for Pinta. But by the end of the book, that isn’t necessarily it. At the end of the book, Creasy is still dying for revenge. Pinta, the one who finally brought him joy, had been taken, abused, violated and killed. And he wanted everyone who was involved to pay with their lives, and he made sure they did. When he made it to the boss of the mafia in the book, he was wounded badly. He took many shots but he accomplished his mission, he shot Cantarella in some vital spots and ensured his death. Satta, one of the investigators, along with Guido made it just in time to see Creasy fade away. But along with a few other little things following this is just a ruse. Although quite vague and obvious at the same time, the epilogue of the book shows that a man who obviously Creasy returns to Gozo to his new love and a child. But in the movie they don’t give you that spark of hope. In the movie, Creasy is informed upon approaching his final goal that Pinta is still alive and can return to her mother for a price. “The Voice”, the code name used for the boss in the movie, requests that his brother be sparred and Creasy give himself to him. And for this, he will release Pinta. Undoubtedly, Creasy does this. He gets his final moment with Pinta and slowly walks down to the kidnapper’s vehicle. Here, although it technically isn’t obvious he has died, you see where Creasy passes on. He sits next to the window of the car, reflecting upon the things that have happened since getting his job as a bodyguard. And slowly, his eyes close, and he fades away, dropping the gift Pinta had given him.

As many topics as there are in this story. These are the ones I have chosen to write about. Through research and analyzing the two version of the story, I have identified their similarities and pulled differences from those. I found the mother’s views, Creasy’s preparations and his death (or survival) the most interesting and easy for me to explain. But there still exists many for anyone to find.
