From 1914 to 1929, women’s lives have undergone great changes in all aspects. They receive more rights, like the right to vote and have a position in the government. A working woman was also a new concept during those years. Before the war, women were mostly expected to take care of the house, but that changed during those years and women were given the opportunity to work. Lastly, women’s rank in society was starting to change. While many opposed to the changes happening in women’s roles, there were also a lot of suffragist, who supported the women. The women, themselves, were starting to speak up. However, despite the hurdles women faced back then, it was still a period in time when women’s lives underwent through many, different changes.
In those years, women played a larger role in the political side of Canada, compared to the previous years. Before 1917, they had absolutely no right to vote, but when the conscription crisis happened, the Wartime Elections Act gave women, who had family as soldiers overseas, the right to vote. Prime Minister Robert Borden passed the bill in 1917 in an attempt to get more votes for his Union government, and despite the fact that the motive of the bill was not to promote women’s rights, the bill still gave women. It was a first in Canadian history. Adding to that, it was in those years that women gained important roles in politics. Emily Murphy, for example, was the very first woman to become a magistrate in Canada and the British Empire, and Irene Parlby, was the first woman to become a Cabinet minister in Alberta. Another important part in Canadian history was the group known as Alberta’s Famous Five. It consisted of the following: Nellie McClung, Louise McKinney, Henrietta Edwards and the aforementioned Emily Murphy and Irene Parlby. Their group’s effort, which had then become known as the Persons Case, had led to the establishment that a woman was indeed recognized as a person under the law, and thus allowed to be part of the Senate, when the Canadian government had said otherwise. It was a milestone in women’s history and it was made possible because of the initiative, courage and determination of the five women. As one can see, despite the struggles women have faced, their lives on the political front have undergone many changes that ranged from something as simple as the right to vote, to something big like gaining high ranking roles in the government.

Women’s careers had also undergone many changes during those years. Firstly, when World War I happened, there had been a lack of men in Canada, and this led to the need of women working untraditional jobs. Some examples of these jobs were bus drivers, factory workers, and police officers. However, when the war had ended and the men had come back from overseas, the women were expected to stop working. They were expected to go back to being housewives, or at the very least, only take the jobs that were deemed too feminine for men, like nurses, clerks and secretaries. Lastly, working women also faced a lot of discrimination. Their wages were more or less half the wages men received, and they were expected to stop working after they got married. As aforementioned, women were also expected to only take the more feminine jobs. During those years, women’s lives in terms of their careers had been a rollercoaster ride of changes. They had been given the right to work, only for it to be taken away again, and this struggle for equality had been a constant problem in those years. However, it is clearly seen that this had been a time of great change, as women finally managed to step out and become something bigger than a house wife.
In conclusion, it was in those years that big changes happened in women’s lives. On the political front, they gained the right to vote, and played large roles in the government, like magistrates and Cabinet members. They also gained a variety of different jobs. During the war years, many of those jobs had been untraditional roles, which had soon become unavailable to women again as soon as the war ended. Also, one can see that despite all the improvements in women’s lives, it had not been easy for them and women had struggled to earn these changes. The years from 1914 to 1929 had truly been the start of important changes in the lives and history of women, as well as the struggle of women for equality.
