World Geography Syllabus

Mr. Shidler

nateshidler@juno.com

Home # 219-362-4529

Cell# 574-606-7353
(Please Call before 9pm)

Assignments

All assignments will be posted on the VCA website.  It is the responsibility of the student to find out and make up any missed work.  You must come to me or a classmate to get assignments if you miss school.  I am not going to seek you out.  You are old enough to start taking personal responsibility.


-You will have four major projects, one each grading period.

-You will be required to turn in a current event every Friday throughout the year.  I will give you a specific way I want it to be done.

-You will have a quiz and test for each chapter that we cover.

-You will have daily reading assignments to be read before the next day of class.

-You will have homework assigned on a regular basis based on the reading you are doing and the “Student Activities” Geography workbook

-Students are expected to keep a 3-ring binder with the following information in this order and turn it in before every test.

Late work Policy

All assignments must be turned in to me on the day it is due when it is due to receive full credit.  I.e. beginning of class, end of class, end of day, etc…  Any assignment that is turned in late will result in a penalty.  Late work will be accepted one day late for half credit.  Any assignment turned in two days late will result in a 0 on the assignment.  Students will be required to complete assignments even if they are late in order to avoid academic deficiencies.
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Grades


Grades will be assigned by a very simple formula.  Total points earned divided by total points possible.  
Tardy/Bathroom Policy


Each student will receive a tardy three times per each nine week marking period.  Any subsequent tardy will result in a detention per the student handbook.  If a student feels the need to use the bathroom during my class they may do so at a time when it is convenient for me at the cost of 1 tardy.  Yes, that means if you leave to go to the bathroom four times in the first two weeks of class then you will receive a detention.
Major Projects

1. You will create and design an island any way that you wish.  The completed project will contain eight separate maps:  Graphic Relief Map, Climate Map, Vegetation Map, Mineral Resources Map, Land-Use Map, Population Map, Transportation Map, and Political Map. 

2. You will correspond with a Missionary from Latin America discovering what life is like where they live.  You will give an oral report of where the missionary lives, what they do, cultural adaptations they have had to make, and any interesting stories they have shared with you.
3. You will make a cultural display of a certain country and present it to the elementary classes at WEFC.  Your display will include but is not limited to the following: portray what life is like in that country, pictures, foods, art, maps, artifacts (if available), and anything else that would give the elementary kids an idea of what life is like there.  The entire class will set up displays in the gym and you will be responsible for verbally sharing your information with each class as they tour the various displays.

4. Commit to memory the location and capital of each country that we study throughout the year.

Current Events


Each student will submit every Friday, (or the last school day of the week) a written report of a current event.  Current events must come from a periodical.  The report will include the following:  A copy of the article, a summary of the article, implications for the students life, why I chose this event.  Each section of the written report must be at least one paragraph in length.  In addition to the written report, three people will verbally share their report in front of the class and field any questions from the student or teacher.
3-Ring Binder


Each student will keep an organized 3-ring binder to be turned in before taking each chapter test.  The binder will include the following in this specific order: 

1. Dated Notes

2. Homework from the Textbook

3. Homework from the Activity book

4. Current events


5. Any handouts that I pass to you

This means that you may need to buy a 3-hole punch in order to keep everything organized.
Plagiarism

Cheating is stealing from other people and lying to the teacher that the work is yours.  Therefore being involved in cheating is considered a very serious offense.  Cheating on tests of homework will result in an F on the class work in question.  Plagiarizing papers or reports will result in an F on the assignment; and, therefore, it will also affect the 4-week progress report and/or the 9-week report card grade.  Students who are repeat offenders face the possibility of expulsion (2006-2007 Student handbook pg 15).
Disclaimer

This Syllabus is not a binding contract.  It is intended as a guideline for the class.  The teacher reserves the right to add, drop, change, or modify this syllabus at any time.
