Course Syllabus
Course: 
English 1, Spring Semester

Instructor:
Mrs. Cannon
This syllabus contains important information about the guidelines and expectations applicable throughout the year.  Please keep this in your binder.

Bring Daily:

· 3-ring binder with section for English

· Hole-punched lined paper

· Pen (blue or black ink); no. 2 pencil
· Spiral bound notebook

· Sustained Silent Reading book

· Current text

Grading Guidelines


Grades are earned not given…
· Each assignment will be awarded points based on completion and quality.

· Your cumulative points for the quarter and semester will give you quarter and semester grades; grades are cumulative through the end of the semester.

· The grading system is based on the following percentages:

90%-100%
A

80%-89%
B

70%-79%
C

60%-69%
D

Below 60%
Failing

It is the student’s responsibility to…

· complete assignments by their due dates.

· obtain missed information.

· schedule time for makeup work within a time equal to your approved absence (excused absences only).

· turn in essays and other major projects on the assigned date.  If you have an excused absence on one of these dates, a parent or friend may turn in the assignment; late projects will not be accepted.
Fall & Spring Semester Curriculum Overview
( Grammar Review

· Parts of speech, sentence structure, verbs, capitalization, punctuation, syntax

( Composition

· Writing process, structure, and domains

· All writing will be connected with literature and topics of study.

( Literature

· Romeo and Juliet, The Odyssey 
· Short story, novel, poetry, drama, essay, and epic

· All of the literature is available in the freshman anthology and in supplemental novels (to be checked out) but I encourage you to purchase your own copies of novels and plays so you can annotate your texts.

( Spelling and Vocabulary

· Greek and Latin Roots

· Vocabulary connected to literature and writing

Citizenship Guidelines and Expectations

· Be in class; Be on time; Be prepared.
· Begin the assignment on the board as soon as the bell rings.
· Have a positive attitude.
· Be courteous and respectful to everyone at all times.
· Absolutely NO electronic devices in class.  Cell phones, ipods, cd players, etc. will be taken and you will be referred to the assistant principal in charge of discipline. 
· No eating or drinking except for bottled water.
· You may leave class ONLY for an emergency.
Attendance, Tardies


The following is an overview of the campus attendance and tardy policy:
· You will have a maximum of 3 days to clear an absence; after that time, it will be considered a cut.  Three unexcused absences will cause you to loose 1 unit of credit.
· Be in your seat when the bell rings.  On your 3rd unexcused tardy you will receive a detention; on your 6th unexcused tardy, you will earn an “N” in citizenship; on your 9th unexcused tardy, you will earn a “U” in citizenship. 

Academic Dishonesty: Zero Tolerance


The following is an overview of the campus academic dishonesty policy:
· Academic dishonesty of any type will not be tolerated. (See the Lancer Handbook if you need a more complete description.)

·   It is your responsibility to report any academic dishonesty.
The Truth about Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the “false assumption or authorship: the wrongful act of taking the product of another persons’ mind and presenting it as one’s own” (MLA Handbook, 1.8).
SHHS further defines it in three forms:

1. Taking the specific substance of another person’s work and creating or offering it as one’s own work without giving credit to that source.

2. Not using quotation marks, footnotes, or proper citation format to denote material that has been directly quoted from another source.

3. Paraphrasing an author without giving credit.

Why is it wrong?

· Plagiarism is intellectual theft; theft is wrong.

· Plagiarism encourages laziness, deceit, and apathy.
How do I make sure that I’m not plagiarizing?

· Do your own work unless I allow you to work collaboratively on an assignment.


S. Rosencranz; The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers Fifth Edition; 
SHHS Academic Honesty Policy as outlined in the student and faculty handbooks


Please sign, detach, and return the form below to class.





(	 Accountability Signatures: English 1





Student Name (Print) ____________________________________





*Student Signature	____________________________________








*Parent/Guardian Signature	___________________________________





Date ____________





*We have read the class policies for Mrs. Cannon’s English 1 class and understand the responsibilities of being a student or the parent/guardian of a student in the class.
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