FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE






Author and Jazz Musician/Composer SHERYL MEBANE

on North Carolina Book, CD and Black History Month Tour February 1-10
Oakland, CA ¯ January 14, 2005 ¯ North Carolina native and UNC alum SHERYL MEBANE will visit libraries and conferences throughout North Carolina in early February to promote the publication of her first novel, LADY BIRD, and to celebrate Black History Month.    A jazz composer and drummer, Sheryl will also promote the release of the debut CD SONGS FROM LADY BIRD by the Tangria Jazz Group (www.Tangria.net), which she joined in 1999. The CD, comprised entirely of songs for LADY BIRD, includes two original compositions by Sheryl.

A former Morehead Scholar at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill (www.moreheadfoundation.org/alumni/profiles.html), where she graduated Phi Beta Kappa with a B.S. in Chemistry and a minor in Creative Writing, Sheryl received her Ph.D. in Chemistry from the University of California at Berkeley in December of 2003. Late in 2005, Sheryl will embark on a postdoctoral research project in environmental chemistry education and justice. 

Sheryl will begin her tour by sharing her works and discussing her research with science teachers at a North Carolina Center for the Advancement of Teaching seminar in Randleman on February 1. On Wednesday, February 2, Sheryl will read from her novel and play selections from the CD in the afternoon at the New Hanover County Public Library, 201 Chestnut St in Wilmington.

On February 3, Sheryl and Bekka Fink (www.bekkasfrogland.com) will share music and writing from and inspired by their favorite African American artists starting at 4:30pm at the Winston-Salem Library at 660 West 5th St in Winston-Salem. Audience participation and a youth focus will also be encouraged. At 8pm that night, Sheryl will play jazz at the Tate Street Coffee House at 334 Tate Street in Greensboro with members of the VST Trio. 

Saturday, February 5, will find Sheryl, Bekka, and local jazz musicians Jeff Spickard and Jon Tegnell (www.svtrio.com/main.htm) reading from and playing the works of their favorite African American artists at 2 p.m. at the Durham Library, 300 N. Roxboro St in Durham with help from young musician Michael Libramento and the audience.  All ages are welcome and books and CD’s, including a jazz CD featuring Jeff, Jon and Sheryl, will be available.

Sheryl will continue her tour by reading and playing live jazz in celebration of the Harlem Renaissance with Jeff, Jon and Stephen Vaughan at the NC Center for the Advancement of Teaching’s program in Cullowhee from February 7-8.  On February 9, Sheryl will share her novel and CD at the Beatties Ford Road Branch Library, 2412 Beatties Ford Rd in Charlotte at 7pm as part of the library’s Black History Month programming. 

Sheryl will end her tour by celebrating her book and CD at the Richard B. Harrison Branch Library, 1313 New Bern Ave in Raleigh at 7pm on February 10.

To read more about Sheryl and the many ways she incorporates chemistry, music, and writing into her life, or to learn about or order her novel, LADY BIRD, go to www.PearlStreetPublishing.com (See Sheryl’s author column in February 2005) or www.geocities.com/sherylmebane.

For more information or to interview the author,

CONTACT: SHERYL MEBANE / 510-594-7491 / shddrum@hotmail.com 
