FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE






Author and Jazz Musician/Composer SHERYL MEBANE

and Tangria Jazz Group's Fall Jazz and the Word Tour

Oakland, CA ¯ September 26, 2005 ¯ Oakland resident and UC Berkeley research fellow SHERYL MEBANE will bring her debut jazz novel, LADY BIRD, and jazz trio, the Tangria Jazz Group (www.Tangria.net), to several Northern California libraries for shows this fall.    A jazz composer and drummer, Sheryl will also promote the release of the debut CD SONGS FROM LADY BIRD by Tangria, which she joined in 1999. The CD, comprised entirely of songs for LADY BIRD, includes two original compositions by Sheryl. 
A former Morehead Scholar at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill (www.moreheadfoundation.org/alumni/profiles.html), where she graduated Phi Beta Kappa with a B.S. in Chemistry and a minor in Creative Writing, Sheryl received her Ph.D. in Chemistry from the University of California at Berkeley in December of 2003. In September of 2005, Sheryl embarked on a postdoctoral research project, funded by a fellowship, in environmental education, environmental research and environmental justice.

During the fall tour (see www.geocities.com/sherylmebane to learn about Sheryl’s past book and CD tours in California and North Carolina), Sheryl will read from LADY BIRD and Tangria, a part of the Bay Area jazz scene at festivals, clubs, wineries and at special events since 1997, will play bluesy, funky, Latin-inspired standards and originals whose titles were also chapter titles from Sheryl’s novel. See www.tangria.net for updated lists of upcoming jazz shows, highlights of past shows and for details on Tangria's sophomore CD, which will be released in the winter of 2005.

On October 5, Sheryl and Tangria will start the tour at 7:30pm in the San Ramon Library at 100 Montgomery Street in San Ramon.  Sheryl and Tangria are delighted to join the library’s jazz series and to share the book and CD with patrons of the library’s jazz collection. 

The tour continues on October 12 at 7:30pm in the Saratoga Library at 13650 Saratoga Avenue in Saratoga. Sheryl will give voice to characters from the novel and Tangria will bring its unique sound to new listeners.  The fall tour wraps up on November 6 in the Benicia Library at 150 East L Street in Benicia, a town where Sheryl has played for fans in the past.

To read more about Sheryl and the many ways she incorporates chemistry, music, and writing into her life, or to learn about or order her novel, LADY BIRD, go to www.PearlStreetPublishing.com (See Sheryl’s author column on Black History Month in February 2005) or www.geocities.com/sherylmebane. To order SONGS FROM LADY BIRD, see www.tangria.net or www.geocities.com/sherylmebane.

For more information or to interview the author and musician,

CONTACT: SHERYL MEBANE / 510-594-7491 / shddrum@hotmail.com 
