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Ladies and gentlemen, members of the platform party, distinguish guests, my fellow Sherwoodites who have travelled from near and far, a pleasant morning to you all.  
Honored am I to represent last year’s proud recipients of the Sherwood Content Homecoming Scholarships; namely Ms. Julia Pottinger affectionately called “Dee Dee” and yours truly Quran Grant, in expressing heart felt gratitude to the two families, the Dawes and Notice families, who were kind enough to donate last year’s scholarships.  Julia, an honor-role student at the St. Hilda’s High School for girls was awarded the Pansy Notice Scholarship, while yours truly a student at the University of the West Indies was awarded the Hugh Dawes Scholarship.  
Dee Dee and I weren’t lucky to be born to families with a plethora of financial resources.  However, we were blest enough to have hard working parents, who gave their uttermost best toiling in the fields and in the market place to enable us to achieve what they themselves weren’t fortunate to do.  One lesson that was common to both our families is the belief in the Lord. As a result, we knew that the Lord would have made a way for us and help offset school expenses totally over half a million dollars.  Certainly, we knew that the market baskets wouldn’t be able to balance our budget.  But, as the song writer correctly stated: “the Lord is our provider”, and certainly we didn’t beg for bread.  The blessing of the Lord was bestowed on Julia and I when we were awarded the scholarships through the asepsis of the Sherwood Content Homecoming Foundation.
Today, I stand here with more than enough reason to quote the words of the famous French philosopher Voltaire, who lamented that: “appreciation is a wonderful thing.  It makes what is excellent in others belong to us as well.” Julia and I are more than appreciative for the investment that the Dawes and Notice families have made in us.  They made a life changing sacrifice in light of the world economic crisis to assist two scholars born to poor families in our deep rural farming community.  We are pleased to report that your investment in us has helped us to harvest favorable returns.  Julia continues to outshine her compatriots and still sits at the pinnacle of her class.  In addition, she has won numerous subject prizes and was last year appointed student council representative for her class.
In the meantime, I gained a 3.40 grade point average which enabled me to retain the Jamaica Flour Mills Foundation Scholarship.  We didn’t achieve this by ourselves, but with the help of you, the community and more specifically the Dawes and Notice families. 
To them, we say that the seed you’ve sown was planted on good soil; that is, the soil of Sherwood Content; the same community that has produced lawyers, judges, doctors, policemen, nurses and professionals who are the very best in their various fields.  I am certain it would be redundant to remind us here today which community produced today’s world fastest man.  I am sure that Mr. and Mrs. Bolt will tell you that some other individual and possibly individuals had and continue to play an influential role in their son’s life.
It is on this basis, that Julia and I say thank you and thanks in advance to the Dawes and Notice families that have pushed us further up the ladder of success.  Furthermore, we assure the Foundation that the ‘talent’ you saw in us, is still present and is not only present but have already started to manifest itself in reaping the fruits that will one day make us not only nation builders but will have the world running behind us as well.
Consequently, I’ll encourage other families and individuals as well to follow the footsteps of the Dawes and Notice families and help to change the life of other students by making a pledge.  I’ll remind you that this community of ours is filled with talent of all sorts and more so Sherwood Content produces students who are on top of their classes.  Unfortunately, many parents are unable to meet the expenses that are required to help our students maximize their potential.  Now is the time for us as a community to rise up, stand and take our place, and as a collective body become ‘the parent’ of the children in our community.  I am sure persons such as Miss Mamrie Flash and Mr. McDonald of Waldensia and William Knibb respectively, feel a sense of achievement and is overwhelmed when they see ‘the lightening bolt’ burning up the tracks; knowing that in some way or form they made an impact on his life.  To the professionals that are present, I beseech you to extend a helping hand to at least one student.  
We are quite aware of the financial climate that is overshadowing our country and the world at large and it is against this background that I extend this invitation, knowing that citizens of this community seem to always be in a recession.
Children are our future.  Invest in us!!  We should be reminded that no man is an island.  Our children definitely cannot stand alone.  We need your help!!  With your assistance, to achieving our dreams we’ll be able to be like Barrack Obama and proud exclaim: Yes, we can!!!
Sherwood Content, even though we are out of many, we are still one people!!
Thank you!!!!
