CITY OF ENID

Garfield County

Population

Data from the 1990 population census place the Enid population at 45,309.79.86% of the population of Garfield County resides in Enid.

Area
1970
1980
1990 1998 Est.*

City
44,986
50,363
45,309
45,230
County
56,343
62,820
56,735
56,860
30 Mile Radius
N/A
N/A
76,200
75,800
*U.S. Census Bureau

Percent Distributions of the Population by Race -1990

In Enid, 91.02% of the population is White, 4.41% is Black, 2.33% is Native American, and the remaining 2.24% is comprised of all other races.

County Labor Force

The Garfield County Labor Force was 27,830 in 1998. Participation rate in the county labor force constitutes 74.07% of males and 52.5% of females.

City Labor Force Factor
Male
Female
Total
Civilian Labor Force
10,969
9,567
20,536
Employed (1990)
10,211
8,889
19,100
Estimated Labor Availability within 30 miles

770

600
  1,370

Climate

The average January temperature in Enid is 38.5 degrees Fahrenheit with a July temperature average of 80.9 degrees. The area receives an average of 30 inches of rain annually and 8 inches of snow. The average number of flying days is 334.

General Government

The City of Enid is a home rule charter city, organized under a Council/Manager type of government. There is a comprehensive city plan with sub-development regulations and a zoning code. The city provides solid waste services.

Public Safety

Enid has 80 full-time fire personnel and 86 full-time police officers. The city's fire insurance has a 4 classification while the adjacent area has a 6 classification.

Utility Providers

Utility services are provided primarily by the following carriers:

Electric - Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co.

Natural Gas - Oklahoma Natural Gas Co.

Telephone - Southwestern Bell Telephone Co.

Water System

Storage Capacity
Daily Consumption
Pressure In Mains 
Source
Capacity
Ground: 30,000,000
Max: 15,500,000
100 PSi 
157 Wells
30,000,000
Elevated: 750,000 GPD
Min: 11,000,000
50 PSI 
Ground Water Reservoirs

Sanitation and Sewage Treatment

Enid has an activated sludge type of treatment system. The city's sewage treatment system is currently operating at approximately 75% of capacity.

Sewer Treatment Capacity and Load

Measurement
Capacity
Present Load
Gallons per Day
8,500,000
6,400,000
Population

60,000

46,603

Equivalent

Express and Motor Freight

There are 6 motor freight companies with terminals in Enid, including one express carrier. At least 10 additional companies serve the city on an as-needed basis. United Parcel Service also operates a terminal in Enid.

Distance to Major Cities

Oklahoma is centrally located in the U.S. The distance from Enid to the following cities is:

City
Miles to
City 
Miles to

Atlanta
878
Memphis
513
Chicago
791
New Orleans
750
Dallas
291
New York
1,461
Denver
558
Oklahoma City
86
Detroit
1,019
San Francisco
1,643
Houston
531
St. Louis
506
Kansas City
298
Seattle
1,844
Los
1,341
Tulsa
115
Angeles

Air Transportation

Enid has a commercial airport. This airport is a full service field with three runways, the longest having a total runway length of 6,389 feet. Big Sky Airlines provides shuttle service to the Dallas/Ft. Worth airport. Regional air terminals are located within 1 1/2 hours driving of Enid and link the city to the rest of the world.

Water Transportation

The nearest water transportation is the Port of Catoosa. It is 129 miles from Enid and has a channel depth of 9 feet. It is connected via the Arkansas River to the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico.

Road System

Enid is located at the intersection of US 60, US 412, SH 81, SH 15, and SH 45. The nearest interstate highway is 1-35, approximately 28 miles to the east.

Rail and Bus Availability

There is rail service from Burlington Northern, Santa Fe, and Union Pacific, with main lines for all rails passing though the city limits. All three railroads have reciprocal switching agreements in effect for areas within the city limits with the Burlington accessing the West Coast and the Pacific Rim and the Union Pacific, representing the NAFTA railroad through Enid.

Accommodations

The city has nearly 15 hotels and 800 rooms. The Cherokee Strip Conference Center is a 37,000 sq. ft. conference facility offering 18,250 square feet of meeting and exhibit space. The largest banquet room in Enid seats 1,235 at the Chisholm Trail Expo Center. The Coliseum at the Expo Center has 6,000 permanent seats and can accommodate 9,000 with theater seating.

Housing

Enid has 23,104 dwellings; 90% of the dwellings are occupied; and 74.95% are owner-occupied.

Places of Worship

Enid is home to over 85 Protestant and Catholic churches that serve as sources of religious inspiration to the Enid community as well as several other denominations.

Media

Enid has 1 daily newspaper. There are 5 local radio stations, and cable availability. Enid also has PEGASYS, which stands for Public, Educational, Governmental, Access, System. PEGASYS is a non-profit, tax exempt independent access entity, whose sole purpose is to assure community access television programming for area residents and organizations.

Tax Structure

Enid's property tax rate is $84.32 per $1,000 assessed value for the year 1998-99. The fractional assessment percentage for real property is 12.00% and for personal property; 15.00%. The property tax is distributed as follows:

City
County 
School 
Other
Total

$.48
$17.37 
$51.77 
$14.70

$84.32

Bond Indebtedness

School     
 City
County
$8,765,000 
$121,230
0

Sales Taxes

The city has a sales tax rate of 3.250%. In addition, the state levies a 4.5% tax rate on sales. Garfield County levies a 1.25% sales tax.

Commercial Services

Within the city there are machine shops, tool and die services, and electric and motor repair services.

Educational Resources

Enid has 23 primary and secondary schools with approximately 7,600 students and 519  teachers.

Type
Grades
Facilities 
Enrollment
Teachers

Public
K-6
12
4,098
304
Public
7-9
 3
1,715
117
Public
10-12
 1
1,257
  88
Private
PS-12
 6
546
  36
Total

23
7,621
519

The Greater Enid Area offers superb access to both public and private common education, one of the premier Vo-tech Schools in the state and Northwestern Oklahoma State University--Enid.

The Autry Technology Center offers skills training for both high school and post-high school students and has programs in a variety of areas. The school boasts a comprehensive aircraft maintenance-training program that is highly successful and offers industry training in many other fields. Autry Tech is committed to regional workforce development and to meeting the training needs of local businesses.

Northwestern Oklahoma State University opened its Enid campus in 1996 and offers higher education courses in a number of degree areas. The college also works with Northern Oklahoma College of Tonkawa which offers courses on the Northwestern--Enid campus. The campus is located at 2929 E. Randolph.

The Garfield County Public Library in Enid has nearly 100,000 volumes available to the public and contains research facilities and meeting rooms. The library is the depository for Federal and State documents. Through electronic networking, the library provides access of 30,000,000 items in over 14,000 libraries world wide.

Telecommunications

Enid offers an excellent telecommunications infrastructure, with availability of both five and digital network switching systems, with a full digital switching host and unlimited line capacity. Enid is home of United American Advertising, an outbound telecommunications company, and Enid has a MCI and AT&T Point of Presence.

Medical Facilities and Medical Practitioners

Enid is home to 2 hospitals with 420 beds. There are 3 clinics in Enid. There are 12 nursing homes with 1,091 beds. Practicing in the Enid area are 143 physicians with a wide range of practices.

Financial Institutions

Enid has 11 banks with assets totaling more than $6 billion. In addition, there are is one credit union with assets totaling $835,291,402.

Industrial Financing

Following are sources that are available for industrial financing: General Obligation Bonds; Revenue Bonds; Oklahoma Industrial Finance Authority; Sales Tax Financing; Public Trust Financing; Garfield County Industrial Authority; Oklahoma Development Finance Authority; Banks; Insurance companies; Private Investors and Investor Builders; Federal Loans; and Oklahoma the Capital Investment Board.

Recreational Facilities

The citizens of Enid have access to a number of recreational facilities.

Parks 
Tennis Courts
Country Clubs 
Swimming Pools
Golf Courses

28

16

21

3

3

Other Attractions

Enid has 7 movie screens, the Cherokee Strip Museum, the Railroad Museum of Oklahoma, George's Auto Museum, Midgley Museum, Bartunek's Winery, the recently-restored Government Springs Park, which features Humphrey Heritage Village, a repertory theater group, The Enid Phillips Symphony (the oldest orchestra in Oklahoma), the Grand National Quail Hunt, Leonardo's Discovery Warehouse and Adventure Quest (a hand's on arts and science museum) and numerous festivals.

Business

The employment and establishment data reported in the following table is for Garfield County. It should be noted that this employment data excludes some types of employment, namely government and railroad employment.

Sector
Number of
Number

Establishments
Employed
Ag. Serv. Forestry, and Fishing
24
113
Mining
76
887
Construction
127
965
Manufacturing
64
2,399
Transp. & Pub. Util.
82
1,138
Wholesale Trade
145
2,158
Retail Trade
402
5,163
Fin., Ins., & Real Estate
160
908
Services
588
7,028
Total
1,679
20,761

Other Community Information

Enid is a Main Street Program participant and is the hub of Northwest Oklahoma for retail trade, agriculture, health care and cultural activities. It is the Bright Star of the Great Plains and the Heart of the Heartland.

On a sunny day in September 1893, 100,000 people were given a new lease on life. With a single gun shot, the Cherokee Strip Territory was opened to any and all who wished to stake their claim on a piece of land soon to be called Oklahoma--"Land of the Red Man."

About 20,000 of these people settled in the area which eventually became Garfield County. Its county seat, Enid, supposedly acquired its name from a railroad official who was fond of Tennyson's Idylls of the King and felt that Geraint's wife, Enid, should have a city named in her honor. Another legend had it that a group of early cattle drovers stopped at a nearby cook tent and mischievously turned its "DINE" sign upside down, causing it to read "ENID."

Although the Cattle drovers and cook tents have long since disappeared, the romance of an early-day western Oklahoma town is still alive and well in Enid.

There's a uniquely vital quality about Enid. Quite simply, it is the drive and ingenuity that arrived with its first settlers and continues to distinguish Enid as an inviting, Midwest setting with uncommonly high standards.

In Enid, the values of personal integrity, love of culture, community, and solid business acumen work together. The result is the excellent quality of life enjoyed here--and the outstanding opportunities for business and industry that Enid presents. In 1997, Readers Digest ranked Enid the 28th best city nationally to raise a family.

According to an article ran in the June 1995 edition of World Trade magazine, Enid is one of the top 10 places in the United States that a world trade company should consider relocating to.

It has been estimated that Enid now has a population of more than 47,000. During the oil boom of the late 1970's and early 1980's, Enid's population was more than 51,000. The population of Garfield County, including Enid, is estimated to be more than 58,000.

Vance Air Force Base is the home of the 71st Flying Training Marine and Naval Wing. The mission of Vance is to provide undergraduate pilot training to qualified U.S. Air Force officers. Pilot training is also provided to the Navy Marines, Air National Guard and Reserve Officers. Students from several foreign countries receive pilot training at Vance under the U.S. Military Assistance and Sale Program. The base has an economic impact on the community of approximately $180 million. Relations between the base and the City are very strong as is evidenced by Enid's active membership in the Air Force Association, a civilian support group. The Military Affairs Committee of the Chamber of Commerce and the Vance Development Authority also work closely with Vance Air Force Base to maintain the stability of this major contributor to the city's economy.
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