Providence:
Center of Gravity
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The Gravity Games are back. The white tents are up, the tiny green Jeeps are out. The games begin Saturday and last until Sept. 9, bringing 250 athletes and an estimated 360,000 fans to Waterplace Park. NBC is broadcasting the games Sundays in the fall beginning Sept. 30.

The Gravity Games are for the young, those who wish they were, and those who see halfpipes and are glad they grew up with baseball. The games are also for orthopedic surgeons.

"Two major concussions, three broken ribs, a broken heel," said Tim "Fuzzy" Hall, a professional dirt-bike rider who helped design the bike course yesterday in Waterplace Park.

"I never realized you could break your heel."

In a different flashy career, a mangled body could do you in. But corporate sponsors fuss over Hall, 30, from his spikey blond hair, to his feet, including his armpits, tended to by Speed Stick.

"Torn ligaments in my hand, knocked out two teeth," he added. "I'm doing pretty good, really."
Shelley Macksoud 3
