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USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN/CARRIER AIR WING FOURTEEN NOTICE 5050
Subj:  CROSSING THE LINE CEREMONY

Ref:   (a)  Naval Ceremonies, Customs, and Traditions, Fifth

            Edition

       (b)  SECNAVINST 1610.2

       (c)  OPNAVINST 3120.32C, Art. 510.36

       (d)  CINCPACFLTINST 5440.3H

       (e)  COMSEVENTHFLT OPORD 201

Encl:  (1)  Crossing the Line Consent Form and Non-Participant

            Form

       (2)  POLLYWOG Staging Schedule (Hangar Bay 3)

       (3)  Hangar Bay Activities

       (4)  The Royal Court

       (5)  Special Cautions and Items of Interest

       (6)  Messages From Beyond the Horizon

       (7)  Sequence of Events and 1MC Announcements

1.  Purpose.  To provide general guidance and assignment of responsibility for the preparation and conduct of a safe and enjoyable crossing the line ceremony.

2.  Background. 

    a.  The boisterous ceremonies of “Crossing the Line” are of

such ancient vintage that their derivation is lost.  Observances of this nature took place in the middle ages, when ships crossed the thirtieth parallel or passed through the Straits of Gibraltar.  It is highly probable that ceremonies marking the crossing of the Equator were passed to the Anglo-Saxons and Normans from the Vikings and were intended as a test for the crew to determine whether or not the novices on their first cruise could endure a life at sea. 
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    b.  During present-day Equator-crossing ceremonies, Neptunus 

Rex, the mythological ruler of the seas, is paid due homage by Sailors and presides over the initiation into his realm of Pollywogs, lowest of the low and first-time “crossers”.  Custom and tradition dictate that the oldest and most distinguished senior shellback member of the crew presides in appropriate garb as “King Neptune”; “Davy Jones” is the official messenger for the king.  The court consists of “Royal Scribe” and such members as his majesty designates.  Once deemed worthy by the king and court by passing a series of tests, each Sailor becomes a “Trusty Shellback” and is given a much-treasured certificate of acknowledgement and recognition, signed by King Neptune, the Commanding Officer and Davy Jones and listing exact longitude and latitude of crossing. 

     c.  Davy Jones shall board with a message to the Captain

from his Majesty, Neptune Rex, stating at what time he wants the ship to heave to for the reception of the Royal Party, and with 

specific summons for certain crewmembers to appear before him. 

He is always received in a dignified manner by the Captain and Officer of the Deck.      

3.  General.  ABRAHAM LINCOLN expects to cross the equator on

28 January 2003.  All activities will commence upon arrival of Davy Jones at 0600 and will be conducted in two locations:  The Fantail and Hangar Bay 3.  All Department/Squadron/Staff Shellback representatives will ensure their Pollywogs arrive in a timely manner in Hangar Bay 3.  Pollywogs will be staged in their respective berthings and will be under the direct supervision of Officer/CPO Shellbacks at all times to ensure good order, safety of participants and adherence to established guidelines.  

4.  Ceremony Coordinators.  CMDCM(SW/AW) O’Banion is designated the overall coordinator.  ATC(AW/SW) Summers is designated assistant coordinator.

5.  Policy.  Only ceremonies or activities authorized by the Commanding Officer and coordinated by the aforementioned event coordinators are to be conducted.  No activities are to be conducted after TAPS or before REVILLE.  No activities are to be conducted anywhere on the ship other than those scheduled in Hangar Bay 3 and the Flight Deck.  Any personnel conducting unscheduled activities other than listed in 
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this notice will be subject to disciplinary action.  No activities will take place without the direct supervision of an 

Officer/CPO acting as a safety observer.  Department Heads and Department LCPO’s are directly responsible for the behavior of subordinates.

6.  Rules.  Only behavior that would be acceptable in an open

forum attended by families and friends is authorized.  Although it is widely accepted that Pollywogs are slimy, unworthy sea creatures, they will be treated within the following guidelines for the safety of all concerned:

    a.  POLYWOG REVOLTS.  There will be no Pollywog Revolts.  Rumors will circulate that Pollywogs who kidnap Shellbacks, remove the Jolly Roger from the mast or otherwise take control of the ceremony will have amnesty from the court.  THESE RUMORS ARE NOT TRUE.  These activities cause injuries, damage equipment and places the crew or ship in harms way.  Engaging in activities beyond the scope of those described and authorized in this notice will result in immediate cancellation of Crossing the Line proceedings and those involved will be disciplined accordingly. 

    b.  NO SHILLELAGHS.  Striking anyone by any means will be considered assault and prosecuted as such.  Shellbacks will neither brandish nor display shillelaghs or anything construed to be used in striking a Pollywog during any portion of the  ceremony.  TOUCHING any pollywog in any way is prohibited except as required to remove or protect them from possible injury.

    c.  Haircuts or the shaving of any body hair will not be permitted.

    d.  No liquids, solids or substances of any kind will be ingested by Pollywogs.   Nothing in the mouth or down the gullet.  Only approved substances are allowed to come in contact with Pollywogs – in Hanger Bay 3 and then only when applied by those personnel specifically authorized as part of the ceremony.

    e.  Uniforms for Pollywogs will be khakis, dungarees or cammies worn inside out and backward.  Following are prescribed uniforms:

        (1) Swimsuit (under uniform).  One-piece bathing suit for females or appropriate PT attire.

        (2) T-Shirts stenciled “POLLYWOG” on front and back.  No Flight Deck Jerseys are to be used.
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        (3) Old shoes or sneakers-NO bare feet or shower shoes.

NOTE:  Shoes ruined in ceremony will not be replaced at Navy expense.

        (4) Knee pads (highly recommended).

        (5) Gloves (highly recommended)

        (6) No eyeglasses, watches, bracelets, etc., will be worn for safety reasons.  

    f.  No Pollywogs will be staged in Hangar Bay 3 until called away over the 1MC.  Upon arrival the Pollywogs will immediately assume the “POLYWOG Walk” position (hands and knees).  All Pollywogs will travel in the designated hangar bay or flight deck areas using the “POLYWOG Walk” as directed by safety supervisors.

    g.  Any newly initiated Shellbacks returning to the flight

deck will be brought back before the Court and re-initiated.   

    h.  Shellback Master-at-Arms, Officers/CPOs,  will

continuously patrol and monitor work spaces and ceremony areas to maintain good order and ensure safety.  The orders and decisions of this regulatory force are final.

    i.  Watch standers are off limits.  Harassment of any sort

will not be tolerated.  Disregard for this rule will result in immediate disciplinary action.

    j.  Every group of Pollywogs will be accompanied by Shellbacks from their respective Department/Squadron/Staff (selected by the Department LCPO/CMC).  At least one of these Shellbacks will ensure their group is guided safely throughout the ceremony. All CPO Shellbacks will act as “Masters-at-Arms” and at no time will allow unauthorized/unsafe practices.  If a violation occurs, a safety observer/Master-at-Arms will suspend the ceremony by calling a “Training Time Out”.

    k.  Leashes/restraints:  The physical restraint of any person by any means is prohibited i.e. no tying up, taping up, plastic wrapping, zip-tying, cuffing, etc.  
“POLLYWOG DOGS” (a Pollywog used for the purpose of protecting a Shellback) will NOT be allowed.  
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    l.  Pollywogs will remain within their respective berthing

compartments until called away on the IMC. The singing of Pollywog “songs” while awaiting fate is highly encouraged.  (Note: any pollywog sighted outside a berthing compartment not escorted by a Shellback will immediately be removed from the ceremony).

7.  Responsibilities.

    a.  Department Heads/Squadrons/Staff.  Accomplish the following:  

        (1) Submit a list of essential or watch personnel who 

require head-of-the-line priority during the initiation activities to the Command Master Chief.

        (2) Submit data base provided to Department LCPO’s of all personnel and their status; Pollywog, Shellback, participate and those not desiring to participate in the ceremonies to the Command Master Chief.  

NOTE:  Any participant may drop out of the ceremony at any time.

        (3) Submit a list of personnel with medical problems

precluding full participation.  Personnel, who desire to participate in the ceremony but limited due to medical problems, will attach a medical chit enclosed in a plastic bag to their shirt.  A special team comprised of Medical and Dental Department Shellbacks will be formed to initiate them.  Once designated as a medically limited participant, they will not be allowed to fully participate due to peer pressure, threats or a desire to endure the same initiation as the rest of the Pollywogs.

        (4) Ensure Pollywog non-participants, if any, are not permitted to view any of the ceremony and related activities.  Non-participants are to be placed on watches internal to the ship, or will assigned to a designated area by their respective department.  A desire to not participate is not to be construed with disciplinary action or activities.  

        (5) Ensure prospective Pollywogs receive a Departmental Summons to appear before the Royal Court.  These summons will be the primary means of verifying newly initiated Shellbacks and will be the basis of appropriate page 13 entries and issuance of Shellback certificates.
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       (6) Designate a select group of Pollywogs representing the Department/Squadron/Staff to perform at the Pollywog Talent Show.  These designated Pollywogs should be dressed in rating/department/squadron-specific Pollywog clothes.  Skits or songs in good taste are encouraged to appease the court and hopefully gain leniency.

       (7) Designate a select group of Shellbacks to accompany 

their Pollywogs throughout the ceremony.  This group should  assist other Shellback regulatory teams as the Department/Squadron/Staff contribution in maintaining order and ensuring safety.  These Shellbacks should also be given the honor of selecting fellow Pollywogs deserving leniency or special attention.

       (8) Designate Shellbacks to hold and guard towels, shower-shoes/footwear and desired accessories for Pollywogs completing the ceremony to ensure safe travel to respective berthing areas.  New Shellbacks will have a sufficient amount of clothing/covering waiting with the designated Shellbacks to use to satisfactorily cover themselves on the transit to berthing.

       (9) All khaki Shellbacks will act as Masters-at-Arms/Safety Observers to ensure proper conduct and safety rules are being adhered to during the ceremony.  They shall be identified by a white t-shirt with “Shellback” stenciled on front and back and command ballcaps.

      (10) Provide requested assistance to the Shellback committee.

    b.  Admin Officers

       (1)  Ensure page 13 entries are entered for all

Shellbacks as designated by musters provided by Department/ Squadron/Staff representatives. 

       (2) Ensure that “Messages from the Horizon” are published in the POD.

    c.  PAO

       (1) Provide Site TV and sound coverage of Davy Jones’

arrival and other memorable events.
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    d.  Security

        (1) Provide roving patrol throughout the ship

during the night prior and the day of the ceremony to ensure no unauthorized events are being held.   

        (2) Augment committee personnel in maintaining order and

ensuring safety by patrolling the authorized event areas.

    e.  Air Officer

        (1) Assist in clearing Hangar Bay 3 of all equipment.

        (2) Provide one appropriately decorated tractor to transport King Neptune to the ceremony area.

        (3) Re-spot aircraft and GSE gear to provide a clear

Hangar Bay 2 NLT 1700 on the day of the Talent Show.

        (4) Re-spot aircraft and GSE gear to provide a clear

Hangar Bay 3 NLT 0400 on POLYWOG Day.

        (5) Provide supervision of a 150-man working party to clean up Hangar Bay 3 and the Fantail immediately after the Ceremony.

    f.  AIMD Officer

        (1) Assist in clearing Hangar Bay 3 of all equipment.

        (2) Provide two (2) Tanks of Truth and Wisdom (Engine

Cans) on the Flight Deck.  

    g.  Chief Engineer

        (1) Provide sound system with two (2) microphones for

use by Royal Court in Hangar Bay 2 for the Pollywog Talent show and Hangar Bay 3 for the Ceremony.

    h.  Navigator.  

        (1) Ensure the OOD makes appropriate 1MC announcements

in accordance with a pre-determined and approved script.  This script will be provided per Enclosure (9).

        (2) Ensure the “JOLLY ROGER” is broken on the starboard

Yardarm upon arrival of King Neptune and is struck on his departure.           
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    i.  Operations Officer  

        (1) Provide photographic support to fulfill PAO and

cruise book requirements.  

        (2) Provide a “Senior Pollywog Jail” in Hangar Bay 3.

    j.  Supply Officer

        (1) Provide lined tri-walls with pallets in Hangar Bay 3 for disposal of trash and excessively soiled clothing. 

        (2) Provide ten (10) chairs for the Royal Court for use

During the Talent Show and Crossing the Line Ceremony.

        (3) Provide ice water, bug juice and assorted breakfast

rolls for the Royal Court.   

        (4) Provide regular breakfast for the crew between 0400 and 0600.

        (5) Obtain Shellback Certificates and wallet cards through MWR.

    k.  Weapons

        (1) Set up stage on Hangar Bay 2 no later than 1700 on the day of the Talent show and Flight Deck no later than 0500 on the day of the Ceremony.

    l.  CMC 

       (1) Assist and advise ceremony coordinators as

required.  Act as principal judge of content for Talent Show.  

        (2) Direct activities of Shellback MAA Force.

     m.  Medical

        (1) Provide aid station in the vicinity of the ceremony area on the Flight Deck as well as roving corpsmen in Hangar Bay 3 and Elevator 3. Provide and monitor “Tanks of Truth” disinfectant.

        (2) Provide safety oversight in so far as food materials used in the initiation are concerned; perform medical  evaluation and provide supervision of those deemed medically unfit to participate yet desire to participate in Crossing the Line activities.    
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n.  Safety  

        (1) Provide shellback roaming safety monitors in Hangar Bay 3 and ORM oversight to the Shellback committee. 

     

 FORMTEXT 
     
8.  Individual Responsibilities.  All personnel will ensure 

their individual conduct is impeccable.  No one will condone or participate in any inappropriate conduct.

9.   Further Guidance.  Further guidance will be promulgated via POD and messages.  It must be understood that NO initiation or activities, except as explicitly authorized in this notice, will be conducted.  This includes the MESS DECKS during breakfast.  The spirit and law of this evolution will render due courtesy to custom and tradition while making the ceremony a FUN and memorable experience for ALL hands involved.  If conducted in the proper spirit, this ceremony will fulfill those aims.  NO INJURIES.  NO HARASSMENT.  NO HAZING.
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CROSSING THE LINE CONSENT FORM

I understand that my participation in the Crossing the Line ceremony is strictly voluntary.  I understand that I may be challenged physically and mentally.  I have been informed that I may discontinue participation in the ceremony at any time during its course if I feel my dignity has been challenged.  I will indicate my desire to cease my participation by calling a “time out” to one of the Officer/CPO Master-at-Arms/Observers.  I will then be escorted back to Hangar Bay 3.

DEPARTMENT:                            DATE:                  


SIGNATURE:                             PRINTED NAME:
















ENCL (1)
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NON-PARTICIPANT’S STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING FORM

I understand that my refusal to participate in the Crossing the Line Ceremony is strictly voluntary.  I understand that while the ceremony is being conducted, I may not be allowed to view any parts of the ceremony.  I have been informed that I will remain in my work center on watch or dressed in Summer White and mustered in the Foc’sle so as not to confuse myself with personnel who may have already gone through the ceremony.  

DEPARTMENT:                            DATE:                  

SIGNATURE:                             PRINTED NAME:
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POLYWOG STAGING SCHEDULE 

(HANGAR BAY 3)
· SUPPLY/PRIORITY WATCHSTANDERS/MEDICAL CASES

· NAVIGATION/COMBAT SYSTEMS/OPERATIONS

· VS-35/HS-4/VAW-113/VAQ-139/VRC-30

· DECK/LEGAL/RMD/SAFETY/TRAINING/DENTAL/STAFFS/EOD

· ENGINEERING/REACTOR

· AIR/ADMIN/MEDICAL

· AIMD/WEP

· VFA-113/VFA-115/VFA-25/VF-31

· STRAGGLERS

NOTE:   The word will be passed via the 1MC for Departments/Squadrons/Staffs to begin proceeding from their berthing compartments to Hangar Bay 3 in above order.  “All slimy Pollywogs from the following departments lay to Hangar Bay 3:  Engineering and Reactor.”  The first group will be called to the Flight Deck approximately 30 min. after muster in Hangar Bay.  Anticipate approximately 30 min. per group on the Flight Deck.  Designated Department/Squadron/Staff Shellback Reps will collect summons from and accompany their Pollywogs throughout the ceremony.
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HANGAR BAY ACTIVITIES
1. The following is a list of authorized 

activities:

a. Songs:  Singing of various sea-going ditties (words to be provided) or other familiar tunes (barking “Jingle Bells”, “Cheeseburger in Paridise”, etc.)

b. Honors:  Rendering appropriate and proper military honors to arriving and departing Shellbacks.

c. Neptune Sonar/Radar:  Pollywogs turn in a circle “pinging” or “radiating”.

d. Races:  Wog “Duck Walk” relay races.

e. Drills:  Shellback cries “Fire in the Hole” and Pollywog stops, drops, and rolls.

f. Imitations:  Impressions of famous and/or infamous people.

g. Calisthenics:  Pushups and leg lifts.

h. Pollywog Roosters:  Pollywog reveille roosters.

STATIONS

1.  HERMIT CRAB (REACTOR)  Answer the warfare question correctly and progress or receive a ketchup mark of failure.

2.  NEPTUNES DILEMMA (AIMD) Move the salt water from a bucket on one side of the hanger bay to the other, using a cup with a hole in it.

3.  WHALES BLOW HOLE (ENGINEERING)  Pollywog teams of 4 to clear out the blow hole (padeyes)

4.  POLLYWOG WEB (DECK)  6 FT lengths of line with a knot and loops on the ends.  Pollywogs place hands in the loops untie the knot.
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THE ROYAL COURT
The Royal Court will consist of the following personnel:

1. King Neptune –  CDR HOLT

2.  Queen Amphitrite – 
3.  Davy Jones –  AVCM FARMER 

4.  Royal Surgeon – 

5.  Royal Scribe – CWO3 CURTIN

6.  Royal Barber – ABCM SILVESTRE

7.  The High Sheriff – 

8.  Royal Sea Lawyer and Defense Counsel – ENS BOONE 
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SPECIAL CAUTIONS AND ITEMS OF INTEREST

· Identify departmental/divisional representatives to coordinate Pollywog activities in the Hangar Bay and Flight Deck.

· Identify all shellbacks who will be participating

· Have ready designated working parties of shellbacks to set up Flight Deck props and provide cleanup for the ceremony.

· Ensure ALL Department Heads, Squadron CO’s/XO’s and LCPO’s as well as ALL participants are thoroughly briefed on items of concern within this instruction, especially those areas pertaining to harassment, hazing and specifically prohibited activities and behaviors.

· DO NOT allow enclosures containing foods and other materials into the general Shellback population.

· DO NOT allow application of any substance to Pollywogs except as listed in this instruction and only by designated participants in the hangar bay and on the flight deck.

· Personnel will be encouraged to salvage any or all uniform items since these items, especially footwear, will not be replaced.  Designated Shellbacks are encouraged to appropriately soil Pollywogs to achieve ritual “cleansing”, only in the Hangar Bay and on the Flight Deck, with care to limit “cleansing” to a washable/reusable level.

· Talent Show – Each Department/Squadron/Staff will submit one entry which will be tastefully scripted.  All performances will be briefed ahead to ensure appropriateness of content.  The Talent Show entry will not contain anything, which would involve sexually suggestive props, costumes, skits or gags.  Each department will be limited to 10 minutes to perform.  NOTE:  CMC has “pull the plug” authority during any skit or portion of the Talent Show. 

· Auction – An Auction during the Talent Show will be conducted to raise money for appropriate charities.
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· Items to be considered for Auction:

· Special Passes (from those who hope to purchase leniency from the Royal Court).

· Push-Up/Sit-Up Contest – Male competitors and Female competitors.  Limited to 2 min., each department/squadron limited to one entry.  Winners of each category may be granted leniency before the royal court.

· Special Cases – Special Cases will be identified by the Department LCPO’s prior to Pollywog Day, and will have words “Special Case” stenciled on their shirt.  Special Cases may be identified on a case-by-case basis during the ceremony and given specific duties by the Royal Court.
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MESSAGES FROM BEYOND THE HORIZON*

*  Messages to be posted in POD/Channel 2 on the days prior to Crossing the Line ceremony.

POLYWOG DAY MINUS 5 – 23 JAN 03

PRIORITY

FM  NEPTUNUS REX

TO  USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN

1.  THE DISTURBING WATERS CAUSED BY THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S PRESENCE HAS RESULTED IN RIOTOUS AND CHAOTIC CONDITIONS AMONG MY ROYAL SUBJECTS OF THE DEEP.  IMPOSSIBLE TO MAINTAIN ORDER!  SLOW DOWN, YOUR MIGHTY SHIP IS NOW SURROUNDED BY AN IMPENETRABLE AND IRRESISTABLE BOUNDARY OF MY LOYAL SUBJECTS.  I APPRECIATE THE URGENCY OF YOUR MISSION; HOWEVER, AS YOU WELL KNOW, TRANQUILITY IN MY ROYAL DOMAIN MUST BE MAINTAINED.  YOUR LOWLY CARGO OF LANDLUBBERS CANNOT BE GRANTED IMMUNITY UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES NOR CAN THEY BE PERMITTED TO LABOR UNDER FALSE ILLUSIONS THAT SPEED WILL SAVE THEM FROM THEIR TERRIBLE DOOM.

2.  RAGING MAIN SENDS.

WOG DAY MINUS 4 – 24 JAN 03

PRIORITY

FM  NEPTUNUS REX

TO  USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN

1. RIGHTEOUS INDIGNATION AMONG MY LOYAL SUBJECTS OF THE DEEP 

CONTINUES.  MY MERMAIDS AND DENIZENS SURROUND YOU.  INFO RECEIVED YOUR COMMAND BURDENED WITH EXTRAORDINARY CARGO OF LANDLUBBERS AND LOWLY POLLYWOGS.  THEY LABOR UNDER THE FALSE ILLUSION THAT THE STEEL SIDES OF YOUR SHIP AND THEIR PONDEROUS NUMBERS WILL SAVE THEM FROM THE TERRIBLE DOOM, WHICH AWAITS THEM.  

2. THESE AND OTHER ERRORS MUST BE CORRECTED.  ACKNOWLEDGE.

3. RAGING MAIN SENDS.

WOG DAY MINUS 3 – 25 JAN 03

PRIORITY

FM  USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN

TO  NEPTUNUS REX

1. REPORTING COMPLIANCE INSTRUCTIONS YOUR FIRST AND SECOND

MESSAGES.  THE COMMANDING OFFICER IS SORELY AWARE OF THE UNHAPPINESS IN YOUR DOMAIN CAUSED BY THE APPROACH 
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OF MY FOUL CARGO OF POLLYWOGS.  MUCH CONSTERNATION PREVAILS ALSO AMONGST 

YOUR LOYAL SUBJECTS, THE TRUSTY SHELLBACKS IN THE COMMAND.  IT

IS UNDERSTOOD THAT ALL LOYAL SHELLBACKS REAFFIRM ALLEGIANCE AND 

DEDICATE THEMSELVES TO COMPLETE SUBJUGATION OF ALL LOWLY POLLYWOGS.  AWAITING INSTRUCTIONS.

2. ABRAHAM LINCOLN SENDS.

WOG DAY MINUS 2 –  26 JAN 03

PRIORITY

FM  NEPTUNUS REX

TO  USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN

1.  TO ALL MY FAITHFUL AND ILLUSTRIOUS SUBJECTS AND ALL LOYAL SHELLBACKS, GREETINGS AND SALUTATIONS.  I WISH TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION TO YOU FOR BRINGING TO MY ROYAL DOMAIN THE USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN.  MY JOY IS GREAT AT THE PROSPECT OF MAKING LOYAL SUBJECTS OUT OF YOUR CARGO OF LANDLUBBERS, DRUG STORE COWBOYS AND ALL SUCH SCUM OF THE EARTH YOU CALL POLLYWOGS.  REST ASSURED THAT OUR METHODS OF TORTURE HAVE IMPROVED WITH MODERN METHODS OF WARFARE.  MY ILLUSTRIOUS EMISSARY DAVY JONES ACCOMPANIED BY MY ROYAL STAFF WILL BOARD YOUR SHIP 28 JAN 2003 AT SUCH TIME AS HIS SCHEDULE WILL PERMIT.  HE MAY BE EXPECTED TO BOARD THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN SOMETIME AFTER 1700 AND I EXPECT HIM TO BE ACCORDED A FITTING AND PROPER RECEPTION.  HE WILL SERVE THE ROYAL SUBPOENAS AND EXTEND MY BEST WISHES.  

2.  RAGING MAIN SENDS.

WOG DAY MINUS 1 – 27 JAN 03

PRIORITY

FM  USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN

TO  NEPTUNUS REX

1.  THE SENIOR SHELLBACK OF THE USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN HAS RECEIVED BY SEAWEED COMMUNICATION IN KELP CODE THAT DAVY JONES AND MEMBERS OF THE COURT ARE BEING DISPATCHED BY HIS GRACIOUS HIGHNESS, NEPTUNUS REX VIA SEA HORSE SQUADRON TO BOARD ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND HAS SERVED NOTICE TO ALL SLIMY POLLYWOGS TO BE PREPARED AT 0600, 28 JANUARY 2003 TO APPEAR BEFORE THE ROYAL COURT FOR TRIAL AND SENTENCING TO THE DOOM THEY SO RICHLY DESERVE. PREPARED TO RECEIVE THE EMISSARIES ON THAT DATE.  WILL POST ADEQUATE LOOKOUTS.  DUE TIME WILL BE ALLOCATED FOR INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL NOVICES WHO ARE APPROACHING THE DREADFUL 

MYSTERIES OF THE DEEP IN ORDER THAT THEIR MINDS, SOULS AND BODIES MAY BE STEELED FOR THE ORDEAL THAT AWAITS THEM.  

2.  ABRAHAM LINCOLN SENDS.
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SEQUENCE OF EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

 (TO BE PASSED BY OOD AND DESIGNATED PERSONNEL)

ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL BE COORDINATED WITH CMC ON THE BRIDGE.  

27 JANUARY 2003  

1900– Davy Jones arrives on the Bridge.  Commence appropriate greetings:

BMOW:  Sound 12 Bells and pass the word: “DAVY JONES, ARRIVING.”

After Davy Jones arrives and is recognized by the OOD, sound the stinger bell.

OOD:  “AHOY THERE!  THIS IS THE OFFICER OF THE DECK.”

DAVY JONES:  “WHAT SHIP IS THIS?”

OOD:  “THE UNITED STATES SHIP ABRAHAM LINCOLN.”

DAVY JONES:  “FROM WHENCE COME YOU AND WHITHER BOUND?”

OOD:   “FROM PERTH, AUSTRALIA BOUND FOR PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII.” WHO ARE YOU?

DAVY JONES:  “DAVY JONES, EMISSARY OF HIS MAJESTY, NEPTUNUS REX AND STAFF.  HEAVE TO UNTIL I BOARD YOU.  I HAVE IMPORTANT MESSAGES TO DELIVER.”

OOD:  “AYE, AYE!  WE ARE EXPECTING YOU.”

DAVY JONES:  “VERY WELL SIR, NOTIFY YOUR COMMANDING OFFICER THAT I, DAVY JONES, HAVE A MESSAGE TO DELIVER TO HIM FROM HIS ROYAL MAJESTY, KING NEPTUNE.”

OOD:  “AYE, AYE, SIR.”

BMOW:  Pass the word, “COMMANDING OFFICER, YOUR PRESENCE IS REQUESTED ON THE BRIDGE.”

OOD:  “YOUR HONOR, THE COMMANDING OFFICER AWAITS YOU.”
DAVY JONES:  “VERY WELL, SIR”

CAPTAIN:  “GREETINGS, DAVY JONES!”

DAVY JONES:  “SIR, I HAVE HEARD FROM OUR TRUSTY SHELLBACKS THAT YOUR FINE SHIP IS INFESTED WITH THE SLIME OF THE SEVEN SEAS!”
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CAPTAIN:  “WELL, THERE MAY BE A FEW BUT SURELY NOT INFESTED!”

DAVY JONES:  CAPTAIN, MAY I REMIND YOU THAT INFESTATIOIN, NO MATTER HOW SLIGHT, REPRESENTS AN UNACCEPTABLE CONDITION IN THE REALM OF THE SEAS.  IN FACT, YOU ALLOWED THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN POLLYWOG POPULATION GROW TO NEARLY        !  I HAVE BEEN COMMISSIONED BY MY ROYAL MASTER TO DELIVER A LETTER TO YOU, WHICH HE REQUESTED THAT YOU READ TO YOUR COMMAND:”

From:  His Royal Majesty, King Neptunus Rex

To:    Commanding Officer, USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (CVN-72)

1. Greetings!  It has been brought to my attention through my Trusty Shellbacks that a mighty warship, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, populated by a land-species crew, all of whom have not yet acknowledged the sovereign Ruler of the Raging Main, has repeatedly transgressed on my domain and thereby incurred our royal displeasure.

2. Be it known that I, Neptunus Rex, Supreme Ruler of all mermaids, sharks, squids, crabs, whales, Denizens of the Deep and all living things of the sea, will, with my Royal Court, meet in full session aboard your ship early tomorrow morning to examine the fitness of all landlubbers to be taken into the Realm of the Deep, and hear their defense on various and sundry charges that have been brought against them.

  Signed,


                         Neptunus Rex

                              Ruler of the Raging Main

CAPTAIN:  “DAVY, TELL HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY THAT ABRAHAM LINCOLN WOULD BE PLEASED TO RECEIVE HIM AND HIS ROYAL PARTY AT ANY TIME.”

DAVY JONES:  ON BEHALF OF HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY, I THANK YOU.”

BMOW:  Sound 12 Bells and announce: “DAVY JONES, DEPARTING.”

Sound “stinger” bell after his departure.

OOD:  ALL PERSONNEL NOT ON WATCH, ASSEMBLE IN HANGAR BAY 2 FOR THE TALENT SHOW AND AUCTION.

POLLYWOG Day

0500 Committee members assemble on the Flight Deck to commence setup.
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0500 REVILLE:  The pollywog Roosters will crow throughout the ship.

0530 BREAKFAST

BMOW:  Sound 12 Bells and announce: “DAVY JONES, MESSENGER FROM HIS MAJESTY NEPTUNE REX, ARRIVING.” Sound a “stinger” bell upon Davy Jones’ arrival.

DAVY JONES:  “ARISE SHELLBACKS!  RISE AND ERADICATE THE SLIMY INFESTATION WHICH ABOUNDS IN ABRAHAM LINCOLN!”

0605  DAVY JONES:   FROM  NEPTUNUS REX, RULER OF THE RAGING MAIN, KING OF ALL CREATURES IN AND ON THE DEEPS OF THE SEVEN SEAS, TO CAPTAIN K. L. CARD, UNITED STATES NAVY, COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN, AND TO ALL OFFICERS AND CREW SERVING THEREIN, GREETINGS AND WELCOME TO THE ROYAL REALM UNDER OUR  COMMAND.  CAPTAIN CARD, OFFICERS AND CREW OF THE GOOD SHIP ABRAHAM LINCOLN:  I COME AS THE  ROYAL HERALD OF HIS MAJESTY, NEPTUNUS REX, KING OF ALL CREATURES IN AND UPON THE SEVEN SEAS AND JUDGE OF ALL THOSE WHO GO TO SEA IN SHIPS.  HIS MAJESTY SENDS GREETINGS.  HE HAS COMMISSIONED ME TO ANNOUNCE THAT IT WILL BE  HIS PLEASURE TO VISIT YOUR SHIP TODAY AND TO HOLD HERE HIS ROYAL COURT.”

0610 BMOW: Announce the Arrival of the Royal Party with 14

Bells: “HIS MAJESTY, KING NEPTUNE, EXALTED RULER OF THE RAGING MAIN, ARRIVING.” Sound ‘stinger” bell upon arrival on bridge.

Announce: “NOW HOIST THE JOLLY ROGER!”

KING NEPTUNE:  “GREETINGS, DAVY JONES”  WELL, WELL,…WHAT A FINE SHIP, BUT WELL-INFESTED WITH SLIMY POLLYWOGS”.

DAVY JONES:  “YES, YOUR MAJESTY, SHE CERTAINLY IS.  YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS, THIS IS THE UNITED STATES SHIP ABRAHAM LINCOLN, AND I WOULD LIKE FOR YOU TO MEET HER CAPTAIN.”

CAPTAIN:  “A SAILOR’S WELCOME TO YOU, KING NEPTUNE.  IT IS A GREAT PLEASURE TO BE HERE WITH YOU”.

KING NEPTUNE:  “THE PLEASURE IS ALL MINE, CAPTAIN, BUT YOUR SHIP 

IS SORELY INFESTED WITH NEFARIOUS AND SLIMY POLLYWOGS,  A CONDITION MY ROYAL PARTY INTENDS TO CORRECT.  ALLOW ME TO PRESENT ROYAL NAVIGATOR SHELLBACK MAGELLAN.  HE WILL RELIEVE YOU.”

CAPTAIN:  “IT IS A PLEASURE TO MEET THE ROYAL NAVIGATOR.”
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KING NEPTUNE:  I AM DELIGHTED TO BE HERE WITH YOU CAPTAIN, AND HAVE PREPARED A  BUSY DAY IN ORDER TO MAKE ALL YOUR LAND-LUBBERS FIT SUBJECTS OF MY RAGING MAIN”.

CAPTAIN:  “YOUR MAJESTY, MAY I INVITE YOUR ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT I HAVE SEVERAL YOUNG MEMBERS OF MY CREW ABOARD WHO HAVE NOT BEEN IN THE NAVY LONG ENOUGH TO HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT YOUR DOMAIN AND BECOME SHELLBACKS.  I BEG OF YOU, BE AS LENIENT AS POSSIBLE WITH THEM”.

KING NEPTUNE:  “CAPTAIN, I AM VERY SORRY, I MUST BE SEVERE.  

THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS.  I UNDERSTAND THAT IN ADDITION TO YOUR YOUNG SAILORS WHO ARE POLLYWOGS THROUGH NO FAULT OF THEIR OWN, YOU HAVE AMONG YOUR CREW SEVERAL OFFICERS AND CHIEFS OF VARYING SENIORITY WHO THROUGH TREACHERY AND DESIGN HAVE CONSPIRED TO ELUDE ME AND MY ROYAL COURT”.

CAPTAIN:  “YES KING NEPTUNE, IT IS ALLEGED THAT (NAME SELECTED SENIOR OFFICERS AND CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS)” HAVE AVOIDED ROYAL JUSTICE FOR DECADES.

KING NEPTUNE:  “THESE ARE THE MOST VILE OF POLLYWOGS AND MUST BE SPECIALLY AND MOST SEVERELY DEALT WITH.  I ORDER THEM ARRESTED AT ONCE AND BROUGHT BEFORE ME TO STAND TRIAL IMMEDIATELY”.

CAPTAIN:  “VERY WELL YOUR MAJESTY SIR.  I AM READY TO TURN MY COMMAND OVER TO YOU FOR SUCH TIME AS YOU WISH”.

KING NEPTUNE:  “VERY WELL, CAPTAIN.  I THANK YOU.  ROYAL NAVIGATOR, DIRECT THE SHIP TO BE PUT ON COURSE ASSIGNED.

UPON COMPLETION OF BRIDGE WELCOME CEREMONY, THE KING AND HIS ROYAL PARTY WILL PROCEED TO THE ROYAL REVIEWING STAND IN HANGAR BAY 3.  

0615 Commence movement of Pollywogs to Hangar Bay 3. 

BMOW:  “ALL SLIMY POLLYWOGS FROM THE FOLLOWING DEPARTMENTS, LAY TO HANGAR BAY 3.” Follow Wog Staging Schedule enclosure (2).

0630 THE INITIATION CEREMONY WILL COMMENCE.  THE CEREMONY

COORDINATORS WILL COMMUNICATE WITH THE BRIDGE AND AIR DEPARTMENT 

FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ELEVATOR RUNS AS EACH GROUP IS STAGED TO THE ELEVATOR FOR TRANSPORT TO THE FLIGHT DECK.  

(TBD) AFTER THE CEREMONY:  On the Bridge

KING NEPTUNE:  “GREETINGS ONCE AGAIN CAPTAIN!”

                                            CVN72/CVW14NOTE 5050
CAPTAIN:  “GREETINGS, NEPTUNUS REX.  I TRUST YOU FOUND EVERYTHING TO BE IN ORDER ON BOARD USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN?”

KING NEPTUNE:  “YES CAPTAIN.  ALL IS IN READINESS FOR THE CONTINUATION OF YOUR MISSION, FOR TRANQUILITY IN MY ROYAL DOMAIN HAS FINALLY BEEN RESTORED.  ACCORDINGLY, KNOW YE THAT ON THE 28TH DAY OF JANUARY, IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 2003, USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND HER FINE CREW, BOUND NORTHEAST FOR THE EQUATOR, ENTERED OUR ROYAL DOMAIN AND WERE INSPECTED AND PASSED BY MYSELF AND ROYAL STAFF AS HAVING BEEN WORTHY TO BE NUMBERED AS TRUSTY SHELLBACKS, DULY INITIATED INTO THE “SOLEMN MYSTERIES OF THE ANCIENT ORDER OF THE DEEP.”  BY VIRTUE OF THE POWER VESTED IN ME AND AFTER HAVING PASSED THE INITIATION, ALL NEW SHELLBACKS ARE WELCOME TO THE ORDER BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, NEPTUNUS REX, RULER OF THE RAGING MAIN.”

CAPTAIN: “I THANK YOU, NEPTUNUS REX, FOR SUCH A THOROUGHLY CONDUCTED INSPECTION OF THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND HER CREW WHICH WILL ALLOW US CONTINUED PASSAGE TO OUR NEXT PORT CALL.”

KING NEPTUNE:  “CAPTAIN, THE PLEASURE HAS BEEN MINE.  I BID YOU AND THE FINE CREW OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN CONTINUED SUCCESS, FAIR WINDS AND FOLLOWING SEAS.”

BMOW:  Sound 14 bells and pass the word: ‘RAGING MAIN, DEPARTING.”  When King Neptune departs, sound the “stinger” bell and haul down the Jolly Roger.

 (After Ceremony) Clean up.  All hands (including those “Salty Dog” old Shellbacks) will participate in the clean up of the ceremonial areas on Hangar Bay 3 and Flight Deck.  No hazardous materials (or potential hazardous materials) of any kind will be discarded over the side.
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