Small Miracles License Suspended

(10.27.04) — AN ADOPTION AGENCY THAT WAS THE FOCUS OF A TROUBLESHOOTER INVESTIGATION IN JULY IS NOW IN TROUBLE WITH THE STATE.

THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES SUSPENDED THE LICENSE OF SMALL MIRACLES FOUNDATION EARLY IN OCTOBER.

FORMER EMPLOYEES OF THE ADOPTION AGENCY TOLD FOX31 THAT THE OWNER, JEFF LAVENHAR, DIDN'T HAVE THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE ADOPTIVE PARENTS OR THE BIRTH MOTHERS IN MIND.

OUR INVESTIGATION ALSO POINTED OUT THAT SMALL MIRACLES WAS OPERATING WITHOUT A QUALIFIED CHILD PLACEMENT SUPERVISOR.

AT THAT TIME - MR. LAVENHAR TOLD US THAT HIS WIFE WAS QUALIFIED IN THAT MANNER AND JUST HAD TO BE APPROVED BY THE STATE.

BUT IN THE STATE'S RECENT NOTICE TO SMALL MIRACLES - THEY SAY THAT LAURIE LAVENHAR IS NOT A QUALIFIED CHILD PLACEMENT SUPERVISOR - BECAUSE HER DEGREE IN COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY WAS BOUGHT FROM AN ONLINE DIPLOMA MILL.

BECAUSE OF THAT AND OTHER LICENSING VIOLATIONS - THE STATE IS SEEKING TO REVOKE SMALL MIRACLES' LICENSE PERMANENTLY. 

