Basic Information About

PALESTINE

Location :

Palestine lies on the western edge of the Asian continent and the eastern extremity of the Mediterranean Sea. It is bounded on the north by Lebanon and Syria; to the west by the Mediterranean Sea; to the south by the Gulf of Aqaba and the Egyptian Sinai Peninsula; and to the east by Jordan.

Area & Topography :

Land area of historic Palestine: 26,323 km2 (=10,162 miles2) 

Palestinian Territories: 6,170 km2 

West Bank: 5,800 km2; 130 km long and 40-65 km in width 

Gaza Strip: 365 km2; 45 km long and 5-12 km in width (self-rule area: 210 km2 

Water area : 438 km2 (approx.) 

	Land Boundaries
	West Bank
	Gaza

	Total 
	404 km
	62 km

	Coastline
	---
	40 km

	Borders
	Israel 307 Km, Jordan 97 km
	Egypt 11 km, Israel 51 km*


*The 'Green Line': 1949 Armistice Line between the areas under control of Arab and Jewish forces after 1948. 

Capital of Palestine :

Jerusalem

Major Cities : 

West Bank

(North) : Jenin, Tulkarem, and Nablus 

(Centre) : Jerusalem, Jericho, Ramallah 

(South) : Bethlehem, Al-Khalil (Hebron) 

Gaza

Gaza City, Khan Younis, Rafah

Climate :

A Mediterranean climate prevails in Palestine. Summers are hot and dry. Winters are rainy and cold. The weather in Gaza is fair and warm in winter, and hot and dry in the summer. The average temperature in the West Bank in the summer is 29 degrees Celsius, in winter it is 12 degrees Celsius. 

Ports :

Gaza Port (under construction)

Airports :

Gaza International Airport 

Topographic Features by District:

	District
	highest elevation
	Lowest
	avg. annual rainfall (mm)

	Bethlehem
	900asl (Beit Jala)
	400m bls (Dead Sea area)
	700 (west) - 100 (east)

	Jericho
	350m asl (northeast border) 
	370m bls (adjacent to Dead Sea)
	166

	Hebron
	1,011m asl (Halhul area) 
	100m asl
	588

	Ramallah
	1,022m asl (at Tal A'sur)
	24m bls (southeast border)
	694

	Nablus
	918m asl (Jabel 'Ibal)
	349 bsl (southeast border)
	663

	Jenin
	750m asl (Jabel Hureish)
	90 asl (Al-Mukhabba)
	528

	Jerusalem 
	880m asl ('Radar Hill')
	367m bsl (adjacent to Dead Sea)
	584


Topographical Areas :

Gaza: coastal plain, sand dunes (up to 40 m high 15-4, 3 km wide); average rainfall 150-300 mm/year. 

Jordan Valley: along the Jordan River; ca. 400 km2; 200-300 m bsl; rainfall 150 mm/year; fertile plains.

Eastern Slopes: (leading to the Dead Sea) 1,500 km2; 800 m asl - 390 m bsl; rocky semi-desert; rainfall 250 mm-yr. 

Central Highlands: 3,500 km2; up to 1,000 m asl; rainfall 400-700 mm/year; terraced hills.

Semi-coastal Zone: (west-north west): 400 km2; 100-300 m asl; rainfall 550 mm/year. 

Climate: Mediterranean: hot, dry summers and short, wet, cool winters; temperature and rainfall vary with altitude and distance of the four climatic regions (Coastal Plain, the Hills, Jordan Valley, and Naqab Desert). 

Rivers: Jordan (253 km); Yarmuk (40 km); Naher Al-Muqatta (13 km); Naher Al-Auja (26 km). 

Mountains: Jabel Jermac (1,210 m); Jabel Heidar (1,047 m); Jabel Asur (3,333 m); Jabel Adathir (1,016 m); Jabel Ebal (940 m); Jabel 'An (936 m); Mt. Gerazim (881 m); Jabel Tabor (588m); Ras Ar-Rumman (1,035 m at the border to Egypt); Khalet Batrikh (1,020 m), Halhoul (1,013 m), Su'eer (1,018m).

Jerusalem: Tel Al-Asur (1,016 m), Mt. Nabi Samuel (Mt. Joie) 875 m; Mt. Masharif (Mt. Scopus) 825 m; Mt. of Olives (Jabel Az-Zaytun) 820 m.

Palestinians: General Demographic Features:

	Total Population
	WBGS Total
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	1997 census:
	2,895,683
	1,873,4761 (64%) 
	1,022,207 (36%)

	1998
	2,897,4253
	-- 
	(36%)

	1999
	3,019,704
	--- 
	---

	2000
	3,150,056 
	---
	---

	Population under 15 years of age (%)
	47
	45
	50.2

	Population growth (1998):
	3.8%
	---
	---

	Median Age (years):
	16<TD17< TD> 
	14
	

	Sex ratio (male-female):
	103.2:100
	---
	---

	Fertility rate:
	6.4
	
	7.4

	Life expectancy at birth:
	71.8 years
	---
	---

	Average Household Size (persons):
	7
	6.6
	8.0

	Incl. East Jerusalem.
	2 calculated on the basis of an average annual population growth rate of 3.8%
	
	


(Source: PCBS, Population, Housing and Establishment Census, Dec. 1997; Population Statistics, 1999.)

Distribution of the Palestinian People Worldwide, 1997/98

	West Bank 
	1,873,476

	Gaza Strip
	1,022,207

	Jordan
	2,405,142

	Lebanon
	443,088

	Syria
	481,02865,662

	Egypt
	49,874

	Saudi Arabia & Gulf
	425,004

	Iraq 
	51,5000

	WBGS residents living abroad
	325,2581

	Areas Occupied in 1948
	953,4972

	Other Arab countries
	30,600

	U.S.A
	206,641

	World,s Countries
	4,69177


	Total inside  
	4,174,438

	Total outside  
	4,233,637

	Palestinian Population worldwide  
	8,301, 754


Economic Indicators :

Gross Domestic Product 1996: US$ 3.9 billion (East Jerusalem not included) 

Per-capita income 1996: US $ 1634 

Exports: Goods & Services (1996) : US $ 382.3 million 

Imports: US $ 1,565 million 

Private Investment: US $ 255.8 million 

Public Investment: US $ 239.5 million 

Currency:

Three currencies are being used in Palestine; 

US $ 

Jordanian Dinar 

New Israeli Shekel 

Language:

Official Language is Arabic.
In addition to Arabic, a large percentage of the population speak English, and many speak Hebrew and French.

Time Zone:

G.M.T + 2 hours (in winter) 

G.M.T + 3 hours ( in summer time) 

Telephones:

Palestine can be reached from outside by dialing 972 then the city code and the required number.

	CITY
	CODE
	CITY
	CODE

	Jerusalem
	02
	Jenin
	06

	Bethlehem
	02
	Tulkarem
	09

	Gaza
	07
	Nablus
	09

	Ramallah
	02
	Jericho
	02

	Kalkilya
	09
	Hebron
	02


