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Shaking the Movers

Speaking Truth to Power

Civil and Political Rights of Children

June 1-2, 2007

Carleton University, A735 Loeb Building

Information Package

Dear participant,

We are delighted that you will be able to participate in the Shaking the Movers Workshop.

We want you to enjoy the 2-day workshop and to feel properly prepared to participate in what we hope will be a unique and special event. It is important that you have read and understood the information provided in this package before you attend the workshop.

Included in this package you will find:

· Workshop Agenda 

· Background information related to each of the 4 workshop themes

· Poster for the Public Lecture by Senator Dallaire

· Letter of notification to schools (in case you may need to provide one)

Workshop goals:

· To provide and opportunity for children and young people to exercise their right to take part in important civil and political processes with the assurance that their voices will be heard and listened to.

· To provide an opportunity for children and young people to prepare comments and recommendations for governments and civil society, with respect to 4 particular themes.   

Workshop themes:

Day 1

Article 12: Your right to participate and to be heard

Article 44: Canada’s implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

Day 2
Article 24: Your Health – The voices of children and young people in Canada 

Article 19: The UN Study on Violence Against Children

Workshop participants:
We expect around 50 children and young people to participate in the Workshop. If youth participants are under the age of 18 years, there will be an adult accompanying them to the workshop.  We expect about 20 adults to be at the workshop.

The role of youth participants at this workshop:

This workshop has been designed for children and young people to “have the floor”, to present their unique perspectives and experiences, and to provide recommendations and input related to the 4 identified themes.

The role of adults at this workshop:

The adults attending the workshop will be there to listen and hear the recommendations made, to act as a resource, to provide support to youth participants, to respond to questions as they come up, and to ensure that the workshop takes place in a safe and comfortable setting.

Additional information:

Location of workshop:

Loeb Building, 1125 Colonel By Drive, Tower A, room A735

613-520-2600 ext. 1453

Parking:

Some meter parking is available on the street, additional parking is available around the corner in the lot.

Meals: 

- light breakfast will be provided both Friday and Saturday morning

- lunch will be provided both Friday and Saturday, with Vegetarian options

-Pizza will be provided on Friday afternoon, with vegetarian options
Photos:

Members of the Shaking the Movers team will be using a Digital Camera throughout the 2 day workshop. Photos will be posted on the Shaking the Movers website to profile the workshop in action. Please notify a member of the Shaking the Movers team if you are uncomfortable being photographed for the purposes of this workshop.

Next Steps:

The outcomes, priorities and ideas presented by young people at the workshop will be written up into summary reports by theme. Senator Pearson will ensure that the reports reach the hands of the “movers” in Canada, and that they respond. All reports and responses will be public documents. 

There is a Shaking the Movers website which will post all of the outcomes of the 2 day workshop, as well as responses and additional information related to the 4 themes of the workshop. Please visit the website regularly for updates and news.

www.geocities.com/shakingthemovers
The Honourable Landon Pearson

The Honourable Landon Pearson is a long-time advocate for the rights and well-being of children.  As the wife of a Canadian diplomat she brought up their five children in five countries and learned first-hand about the challenges confronting the world’s children.  She also learned to listen to her own.

Prior to her appointment to the Senate of Canada in 1994, where she became known as the Children’s Senator as well as the Senator for Children, she had extensive experience as a volunteer with a number of local, national and international organizations concerned with children.

As Vice-Chairperson of the Canadian Commission for the International Year of the Child (1979), she edited the Commission’s report,  For Canada’s Children: National Agenda for Action.  From 1984 to 1990, she served as President and then Chair of the Canadian Council on Children and Youth.

She was a founding member and Chair of the Canadian Coalition for the Rights of Children from 1989 until she was summoned to the Senate.

In May 1996, Senator Pearson was named Advisor on Children’s Rights to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and in 1998 became the Personal Representative of the Prime Minister to the 2002 United Nations Special Session on Children.  She then coordinated Canada’s response to the Special Session entitled A Canada Fit for Children.

Upon her retirement from the Senate in 2005, Landon Pearson moved with all her documents and papers to Carleton University where she directs a Resource Centre for the Study of Childhood and Children’s Rights that has been established in her name.  She is currently adjunct professor in the Pauline Jewett Institute of Women’s Studies.

Landon Pearson has published two books and numerous articles on child-related issues.  She has received many awards, including the Canada Volunteer Award in 1990 and several honourary doctorates.  In 2005, she was one among 1000 women world wide nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize for her work on behalf of children.

Lieutenant General the Honourable Roméo A. Dallaire, O.C., C.M.M., G.O.C, M.S.C., C.D., (Retired), Senator

LGen. the Honourable Roméo A. Dallaire, (Ret’d), Senator, has had a distinguished career in the Canadian military, achieving the rank of Lieutenant General and becoming Assistant Deputy Minister (Human Resources) in the Department of National Defence in 1998. In 1994, General Dallaire commanded the United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR). His book on his experiences in Rwanda, entitled Shake Hands with the Devil: The Failure of Humanity in Rwanda, was awarded the Governor General’s Literary Award for Non-Fiction in 2004. It has garnered numerous international literary awards, and will be the basis of a full-length feature film scheduled to be released in 2007. 
Since his retirement from the military, Senator Dallaire has worked to bring an understanding of post-traumatic stress disorder to the general public. He has also been a visiting lecturer at several Canadian and American universities, and has written several articles and chapters in publications on conflict resolution, humanitarian assistance and human rights. As a Fellow of the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy, Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, he pursued research on conflict resolution and the use of child soldiers.
Senator Dallaire has received numerous honours and awards, including Officer of the Order of Canada in 2002, Grand Officer of the National Order of Québec in 2005, and the Aegis Award for Genocide Prevention from the Aegis Trust (United Kingdom). He has also been named a Fellow of the Ryerson Polytechnic University and an Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, and has received honorary doctorates from a large number of Canadian and American universities. Canada’s Governor General, Her Excellency the Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson, presented him with the United Nations Association of Canada’s Pearson Peace Medal in 2005.

LGen. Dallaire (Ret’d) was appointed to the Senate effective March 24, 2005 and sits in the Senate as a member of the Liberal Party of Canada.

As a champion of human rights, his activities included:

 public speaking on issues relating to human rights and genocide prevention;

 visiting Darfur as a member of Prime Minister Martin’s Special Advisory Team on Darfur;

 advocacy for the Canadian Forces mission to Afghanistan;

 membership in the United Nations Secretary General’s Advisory Committee on Genocide Prevention;

 leadership in a project to develop a conceptual base for the elimination of the use of child soldiers; and

 leadership in activities aimed at the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons.

Senator Dallaire is currently researching and writing a book on the subject of child soldiers. 
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Shaking the Movers

Speaking Truth to Power

Civil and Political Rights of Children

June 1-2, 2007

Carleton University, A735 Loeb Building

Agenda

Friday June 1

9:00 am

Registration and light breakfast (coffee, juice, muffins, fruit)

9:30 am

Welcome and introduction 

10:00 am
Setting the Stage – Article 12: Your right to participate and to be heard 

10:30 am

Break

10:45 am 

Small group discussion – Article 12

11:30 am

Small groups report back

12:30 pm

Lunch

1:30 pm

Welcome back

Setting the Stage – Article 44: Canada’s implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
2:00 pm

Small group discussion – Article 44

3:00 pm 

Small groups report back

4:00 pm

Closing activity and Pizza

4:45 pm

Walk over to Minto Centre – Bell Theatre

5:00 pm

Meet with Lt. General the Honourable Roméo Dallaire

5:30 pm
Public Lecture: Listening to the World’s Children, Respecting their Right to be Heard  - Lt. General the Honourable Roméo Dallaire

Saturday June 2

9:00 am

Registration and light breakfast (coffee, juice, muffins, fruit)

9:30 am

Welcome and introduction 

10:00 am
Setting the Stage – Article 24: Your Health – The voices of children and young people in Canada
10:30 am

Break

10:45 am

Small group discussion – Article 24

11:30 am

Small groups report back

12:30 pm

Lunch

1:30 pm

Welcome back

Setting the Stage – Article 19: The UN Study on Violence Against Children  

2:00 pm

Small group discussion

3:00 pm

Small groups report back

4:00 pm

Closing activity, next steps and Thank-you’s
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Carleton University

Loeb Building, 1125 Colonel By Drive, room A735

613-520-2600 ext. 1435
May 2007

Dear Principal and Teachers:

A 2-day workshop has been organized to create an opportunity to hear the opinions and recommendations of children and young people in relation to their rights and freedoms.

The Shaking the Movers workshop is being hosted by The Landon Pearson Resource Centre for the Study of Childhood and Children’s Rights. The workshop will take place on June 1- 2, 2007 at Carleton University in Ottawa. Over the course of the 2 days, approximately 50 children and young people will be discussing and providing input on 4 specific themes:

Article 12: Your right to participate

Article 24: Your Health – The voices of children and young people in Canada 

Article 19: The UN Study on Violence Against Children

Article 44: Canada’s implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

The experiences and opinions shared by young people during the workshop will help government representatives, political leaders, organizations and researchers learn and better understand the views of children and the impact of these issues in their lives.

Your student, _________________________________, has been selected to participate in this workshop. We expect that this will be an enriching learning activity, complementing a number of educational aims. We invite you to support this unique opportunity by assisting your student in accommodating his/her academic schedule to facilitate participation in the workshop.

Furthermore, we invite your teachers and students to visit the Shaking the Movers website 

www.geocities.com/shakingthemovers for more information and for updates and news related to children’s civil and political rights in Canada.

Yours truly,

The Honourable Landon Pearson
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Your right to participate
and to be heard


Article 12

1. States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.

2. For this purpose, 

the child shall in particular be provided the opportunity to be heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child, either directly, or through a representative or an appropriate body, in a manner consistent with the procedural rules of national la

Recent events…

Every year, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child holds a  “Day of General Discussion” (DGD) to look more closely at a particular issue related to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the articles within it that outline the rights and freedoms of children worldwide. In September 2006, during the Committee’s 43rd session, the DGD was centred around Article 12 and theme    “Speak, Participate and Decide- The Child’s Right to be Heard”. 

The DGD involved government representatives, UN bodies, non-governmental organizations (NGO’s), leading experts and children and young people from many parts of the world. More than 200 people participated in this public meeting, 30 of whom were children and young people, who participated by providing meaningful contributions to discussion, by sharing experiences and offering recommendations for solutions to barriers. The discussion was divided into 2 working groups, who addressed the sub-themes of 

· Children as active participants in society

· The child’s right to be heard in judicial and administrative proceedings
From the DGD, a “general comment”  will be developed by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, to summarize the discussion outcomes and recommendations. 
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The Final Report of the Standing Senate Committee on Human Rights

Children: The Silenced Citizens



April 2007
In November 2004, the Senate Committee on Human Rights began a study of Canada’s international obligations in relation to the rights and freedoms of children. In the final report entitled Children: The Silenced Citizens, a total of 24 recommendations are made. The first recommendation is that 

“the federal government dedicate resources towards ensuring that children’s input is given considerable weight when laws, policies and other decisions that have a significant impact on children’s lives are discussed or implemented at the federal level.”
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Peel Children’s Charter of Rights

This year, more than 4,000 children in the Peel region of Greater Toronto, participated in the creation of their own Charter of Rights. Children from preschool all the way to grade 8 expressed their thoughts and ideas through drawing and writing “what every child has the right to…” and “what every child needs…”.  The Charter outlines 12 Rights that have been prioritized by the children and young people of Peel.

1. the Right to basic needs

2. the Right to make friends and freely meet groups

3. the Right to religion, culture and beliefs

4. the Right to privacy

5. the Right to justice, protection and treatment

6. the Right to education

7. the Right to a caring home environment

8. the Right to be heard

9. the Right to an identity

10. the Right to peace

11. the Right to equal access

12. the Right to play
Things to think about …

· How can adults and all people who work for and with children, become better equipped to allow child participation to function well?

· How do you feel your involvement in awareness-raising projects or community programs is received and understood by the adults in your life? How can we improve the way adults listen to children and young people?

· Children and young people are often invited to participate in events, conferences and workshops! Is that enough? How can we ensure that children and young people participate in more than just events? What needs to be in place in order for youth engagement to be a more systematic, on-going, long-term process?
· Children and young people have to be able to participate in matters that affect them. This includes processes that place in the judicial system (court of law, child welfare system), and in administrative procedures including the education system. How can children and young people’s meaningful participation be ensured?
[image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf]Canada’s implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
Article 44

1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Committee, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, reports on the measures they have adopted which give effect to the rights recognized herein and on the progress made on the enjoyment of those rights

(a) Within two years of the entry into force of the Convention for the State Party concerned;

(b) Thereafter every five years.

2. Reports made under the present article shall indicate factors and difficulties, if any, affecting the degree of fulfillment of the obligations under the present Convention. Reports shall also contain sufficient information to provide the Committee with a comprehensive understanding of the implementation of the Convention in the country concerned.

3. A State Party which has submitted a comprehensive initial report to the Committee need not, in its subsequent reports submitted in accordance with paragraph 1 (b) of the present article, repeat basic information previously provided.

4. The Committee may request from States Parties further information relevant to the implementation of the Convention.

5. The Committee shall submit to the General Assembly, through the Economic and Social Council, every two years, reports on its activities.

6. States Parties shall make their reports widely available to the public in their own countries.
Recent events…

Reporting to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child

Countries who have ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, are asked to submit a report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child every 5 years. The report should describe the progress being made in that country, in terms of how it is implementing children’s rights. In many cases the NGO community submits an “alternate report” to describe their observations and experiences related to children and the fulfillment of their rights. When the reports are presented, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child develops recommendations for that country, and outlines what improvements need to be made in order for the implementation of children’s rights to be fully realized. These recommendations are referred to as “concluding observations”. 

So far, Canada has submitted 2 reports to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. The recommendations that were made to Canada as part of the concluding observations of the last report include:

Non-discrimination: the need to strengthen programs and services that impact children belonging to minority groups and other vulnerable groups such as children with disabilities and Aboriginal children.

Adolescent Health: the need to address and prevent the rate of youth suicide and to improve mental health, education and employment services for young people.

Standard of Living: the need to address the level of child poverty and homelessness and to ensure adequate access to services and programs for vulnerable groups such as single mothers.

Abuse and Neglect: the need to prohibit all forms of violence against children.

Education, leisure and cultural activities: the need to take into account the cultural identity of children and to ensure equal access to education for all children, including children in rural communities, aboriginal children and refugee children; the recommendation to introduce human rights education (including children’s rights) into school curricula.

Refugee children: the need to develop a national policy for separated children in seeking asylum in Canada, and to ensure access to basic services without discrimination.

Sexual exploitation and trafficking: the need to provide increased protection and services for victims of sexual exploitation and trafficking.

Coordination and monitoring: the recommendation that an independent body be responsible for the coordination and monitoring of the Convention and its implementation in Canada.

Canada will submit its next report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child in January 2009.

A World Fit for Children

In May of 2002,  many of the world’s leaders came together at the UN Special Session for Children, to discuss issues children are facing worldwide and to outline ways to improve the lives of children over the next 10 years. In addition to Heads of State, government representatives and leading experts, the meeting also involved, for the first time in UN history, the participation of more than 400 children and young people from countries around the world. 

At the end of the Special Session, a collective document was developed called a World Fit for Children, which outlines a set of goals for governments to use as a framework in the development of their own action plan for children.

A World Fit for Children incorporated the views and concerns of children and young people and prioritizes 4 themes that need to be addressed:

· promoting healthy lives

· providing quality education

· combating HIV/AIDS

· protecting children against abuse, exploitation and violence

Now, 5 years after the UN Special Session on Children, countries are half-way to the 10 year timeline for achieving the goals set out in a World Fit for Children. This year, UNICEF has requested a mid-term report from each country, to describe the progress they have made in achieving these goals and in developing and implementing their action plans. 

A Canada Fit for Children

Canada has created its own National Plan of Action called a Canada Fit for Children. Children and young people were involved in developing and identifying the 4 priority themes:

· supporting families and strengthening communities
· promoting healthy lives
· protecting from harm
· promoting education and learning

The Canadian government has been working on its mid-term report to UNICEF, which will likely describe the progress of a Canada Fit for Children as the country’s national plan of action.

Things to think about …

How should Canada involve children and young people in contributing to the next report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child?

How can children and young people become more aware of Canada’s international obligations to implement and report on the Convention?

Do you feel that the situation has improved for children and young people in Canada? Are there new issues that need to be addressed?

How should Canada improve the way it monitors and coordinates the implementation of the Convention? What needs to be in place in order for Canada to fully uphold the rights and freedoms of children?

Your health: the voices of children and young people in Canada



Article 24

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child 

to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of

health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health. States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right of access to such health care services.

2. States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular, shall take appropriate measures:

(a) To diminish infant and child mortality;

(b) To ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health care to all children with emphasis on the development of primary health care;

(c) To combat disease and malnutrition, including within the framework of primary health care, through, inter alia, the application of readily available technology and through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean drinking-water, taking into consideration the dangers and risks of environmental pollution;

(d) To ensure 

appropriate pre-natal 

and post-natal health care

for mothers;

(e) To ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children, are informed, have access to education and are supported in the use of basic knowledge of child health and nutrition, the advantages of breastfeeding, hygiene and environmental sanitation and the prevention of accidents;

(f) To develop preventive health care, guidance for parents and family planning education and services.

3. States Parties shall take all effective and appropriate measures with a view to abolishing traditional practices prejudicial to the health of children.

4. States Parties undertake to promote and encourage international co-operation with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the right recognized in the present article. In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.
Recent events…

The World Health Organization sponsors The Commission on Social Determinants of Health (CSDH), to work with countries and partners around the world to address health issues and find ways to improve the health of people, including children and young people. The WHO lists some of the factors that lead to poor health as:

· unemployment
· unsafe workplaces
· urban slums
· globalization 
· lack of access to health system

The Commissioners' meeting, Vancouver, 7-9 June
The 8th meeting of the commissioners takes place in Vancouver, Canada from June 7 to9. 


Child and Youth Health Charter

In April, The Canadian Medical Association, The Canadian Paediatric Society and the College of Family Physicians of Canada, hosted a Child Health Summit where a number of priorities were set:

· the need to appoint of a commissioner for Canada's children and young people

· the need to develop a separate strategy to address the health needs of Aboriginal children and young people

· the need to an action plan that includes specific goals, timelines and child-friendly policies

As part of this work, the development of a Child and Youth Health Charter is underway. The ideas, priorities and contributions of young people in this process are vital.

Healthy Children, Healthy Communities

The United Nations Association in Canada (UNAC) is working on a project involving the community, including children and young people, in raising awareness and sharing ideas related to children’s health in Canada. Action plans are created and brought to decision makers who develop health policies in schools, in the healthcare system and at all levels of government,  in order for the views and perspectives of civil society to be taken into account.

Aboriginal Young People’s Voice in the Health System

The National Collaborating Center for Aboriginal Health is consulting with Aboriginal young people across Canada to collect their ideas, experiences and concerns related health. 

“If Canada's First Nations were a separate entity in terms of world rankings of national living standards, they would sit in 74th place in the same list in which Canada, until recently, ranked first. This is simply unacceptable. 27,000 Aboriginal children are in foster care now, three times more than the number who were in residential schools 60 years ago.” (Phil Fontaine, National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations)


Things to think about…

Is Canada adequately addressing the health concerns of children and young people?

What can be done to improve the way children and young people are involved in developing health policy and health systems for Canada?

What needs to be in place in order to ensure that Aboriginal children and young people are able to participate in the development of health policies and programs that meet their specific needs?

How would you convince government representatives and political leaders that the participation of children and young people in this kind of work is not only valuable but essential?

The UN Study on Violence 

Against Children 

Article 19

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate 

legislative, administrative, social and educational measures

to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, 

injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child.

2. Such protective measures should, as appropriate, include effective procedures for the establishment of social programmes to provide necessary support for the child and for those who have the care of the child, as well as for other forms of prevention and for identification, reporting, referral, investigation, treatment and follow-up of instances of child maltreatment described heretofore, and, as appropriate, for judicial involvement.
Recent events…

The UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence Against Children

	

	The UN Secretary-General’s Report on Violence Against Children is the result of an in-depth global study on violence against children. The first of its kind, this report documents issues of violence in the home and in families, in schools, in communities, and in institutions and workplaces. It outlines clear recommendations to prevent and respond to the causes and impact of violence against children worldwide. 



The North American Regional Consultation of the

UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence Against Children

June 2005
The North American consultation was one of many regional meetings held as part of the UN Study on Violence Against Children. The consultation brought together 200 participants from Canada and the US, to highlight issues of violence against children and identify actions needed to end it. 

Having young people present at this meeting was vital to the validity of the information shared and to the experience as a whole. In addition to the main consultation, focus groups were held with over 360 children and young people across North America. 

In consultation with children and young people in Canada, 3 facts emerged:

· Youth are well aware of the pervasiveness of violence in their lives

· Youth are acutely aware of the negative effect of violence on their development

· Youth expect adults to put an end to the violence in their daily lives, and want to be consulted and involved in research and action
The voices and recommendations of youth participants were incorporated into the final report of the Study. In Canada, additional child-friendly reports have been developed by and for children and young people.


Things to think about …

How would you like the Canadian government and Canadian civil society to respond the UN Secretary-General’s Report on Violence Against Children?

How can Canada involve children and young people in its response to the Report?
What are the most important issues of violence that you would like Canada to address?

How can you create awareness that this global report exists and promote its recommendations?

Word Bank… 

Administrative proceeding

a non-judicial determination of fault or guilt- may include in some cases penalties of various forms

Civil society

	individuals and organizations in a society which are independent of the government



Committee on the Rights of the Child

a group of experts on children from all over the world who meet

in Geneva three times a year to hear what governments have been

doing to protect and promote children’s rights, as set out in the

“United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child”. The

experts help governments to make sure that they take all the steps

needed to make children’s rights real in their daily lives. They are

chosen by representatives from all States that are parties to the

Convention at a special meeting in New York.

Countries that have ratified the Convention on the Rights of the

Child have to send regular reports to the Committee on children’s

rights in their country. The Committee looks at these reports and

tells countries what they need to do to make sure that children’s

rights are protected, and that everyone knows about children’s rights.
Consultation

asking people what they think; this word is used to describe 

meetings that took place around the world where young people were able to say what they thought

General Assembly

 the UN’s General Assembly is a place where representatives of

192 countries get together and discuss the world’s most important

issues. It meets in New York. Although the UN is not a world

government, it is a place where countries can agree on how they

want to work together.

General Comment 

a report by the United Nations that gives more explanations

about a subject. 

Judicial proceedings

a legal proceeding in a court; a judicial contest to determine and enforce legal rights

NGO

NGO Non-Governmental Organization – used by the UN to describe

all organizations that are not part of a government and are not

working to make a profit. 
Participation
being involved in, playing a part in, something. Having your voice

heard and being taken seriously – usually when decisions are being

taken about something 

Pervasiveness

the quality of filling or spreading throughout

Policy

a course of action adopted and pursued by a government, ruler, political party, etc
Ratification

ratify to sign up to a law, to say that your country will abide by it and

make sure that all citizens obey that law.
Secretary-General 

the head of the UN, elected by all governments of the world.

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child Convention on the

Rights of the Child

the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is a document that

spells out the basic human rights to which children everywhere are

entitled. 192 countries in the world have signed on to the Convention
UN

the UN (United Nations) was created after the Second World War

to provide a place for all the countries in the world to discuss issues

and solve problems that affect them all. (All the members together

are called the UN General Assembly.) The United Nations is based

in New York and Geneva, but also has offices in other countries. .

WHO 

World Health Organization– the World Health Organization is

the UN specialist agency for health. The organization works to

help control disease and improve general standards of health and

nutrition through international cooperation. It works to make sure

that all people across the world can have the highest possible level

of health.
References and useful links…

Article 12

www.crin.org
www.ohchr.org
www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/discussion/Final_Recommendations_after_DGD.doc
www.successby6peel.ca
Children: The Silenced Citizens – Effective implementation of Canada’s international obligations with respect to the rights of children; Final Report of the Standing Senate Committee on Human Rights, April 2007

Article 44

unicef.ca 

Children: The Silenced Citizens – Effective implementation of Canada’s international obligations with respect to the rights of children; Final Report of the Standing Senate Committee on Human Rights, April 2007
Article 24

www.cma.ca
www.who.int/social_determinants/en/
www.unac.org/hchc
Roundtables-Conversation Design, Aboriginal Young People’s Voice in the Health System, prepared by Natasha Blanchet-Cohen and Zora McMillan
Children: The Silenced Citizens – Effective implementation of Canada’s international obligations with respect to the rights of children; Final Report of the Standing Senate Committee on Human Rights, April 2007
Article 19

www.unicef.ca
Seen, Heard and Believed: What Youth Say about Violence

for the UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children,

prepared by Canadian Council of Provincial Child and Youth Advocates, UNICEF, Save the Children Canada, page 3

Child-friendly North American Study Report: Violence Against Children in North America

United Nations Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children

Adapted for Children and Young People
Children: The Silenced Citizens – Effective implementation of Canada’s international obligations with respect to the rights of children; Final Report of the Standing Senate Committee on Human Rights, April 2007

Word bank

www.en.wikipedia.org
Dictionary.com Unabridged (v 1.1)
www.thefreedictionary.com
United Nations Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children

Adapted for Children and Young People
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The Final Report of the Standing Senate Committee on Human Rights		


Children: The Silenced Citizens		


April 2007





In November 2004, the Senate Committee on Human Rights began a study of Canada’s international obligations in relation to the rights and freedoms of children. In the final report entitled Children: The Silenced Citizens, 24 recommendations are made. The last recommendation is that “the federal government develop a new policy framework for the signature, ratification and implementation of Canada’s international human rights obligations.”
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April 2007





In November 2004, the Senate Committee on Human Rights began a study of Canada’s international obligations in relation to the rights and freedoms of children. In the final report entitled Children: The Silenced Citizens, 24 recommendations are made. 





Recommendation 15 states  that “the federal, provincial and territorial governments (should) implement an improved process to improve services to special needs children by July 2008”. 





Recommendation 18 outlines a series of 11actions to be taken regarding the situation of Aboriginal children in Canada. Recommendations address issues of housing, child welfare, funding, access to support services on and off-reserve, increased health services, suicide prevention, Aboriginal teacher training and employment, and taking into account the cultural needs of Aboriginal children.
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In November 2004, the Senate Committee on Human Rights began a study of Canada’s international obligations in relation to the rights and freedoms of children. In the final report entitled Children: The Silenced Citizens, 24 recommendations are made. 





The report includes 7 recommendations related to issues of violence and protection for children, including corporal punishment, bullying, commercial sexual exploitation, children involved in armed conflict, children in conflict with the law and the UN Study on Violence.








