The Morality of the Free Market

People feel hostile about a free enterprise market. Dr. Walter Williams, John M. Olin Distinguished Professor of Economics of George Mason University, wonders why people of churches are pushing for more government involvement in the market system. These people seem to want more taxation and more regulation.

Dr. Karen Vaughn, Professor of Economics of George Mason University, says “Well I think there are a number of reasons for that but the over riding reason is that the church doesn’t see to be able to distinguish between doing good through personal behavior and doing good through government. And partly I think that it is a consequence to the fact that Christianity especially really has no theory of government. They think of the Christian injunction to feed the poor or cloth the hungry, take care and love your neighbor. And they think the best way to take care of it is if people don’t do it have government tax and spend in order to accomplish these purposes.”

Dr. Karen continues, “I think that is kind of the idea of it all the policies that you see these church bodies and especially church hierarchy’s supporting the kink of things that you would think of as compassionate policies or policies to help people without ever considering that there are unattended consequences to these policies that may hurt other people that they don’t even know about.”

Dr. Walter Williams replies, “They don’t consider that they are acting against the Ten Commandments thou shall not steal because it seems like unless you believe that there is the tooth fairy or Santa Claus giving government the money the only way government can give one citizen one dollar is to get it from some other citizen.”

The commandment thou shall not steal, did not probably mean that you should only take from another when there is a majority vote and be the receiver of the stolen good either. Dr. Walter wonders if morality is a majority thing.

Dr. Karen says, “Well I don’t think that most Christians wouldn’t think of taxation is theft.”

At the time of Moses there all types of contributions and tithes paid to the church to help those in need which is similar to what taxes do.

“The real problem is that lots of time the church gets confused between itself and the state sometimes they still think that they are in the Middle Ages where the church was one of the dominant political powers.” Dr. Karen tells us.

Dr. Karen continues, “On the other hand I think its quite true that they don’t seem to ever think about where wealth comes from and if there is one overriding characteristic of a lot of ecclesiastical thought that there is no conception that wealth is the product of human effort and that if requires a certain amount of human tension, planning as well as just labor. The way you raise wealth is to pass the plate on Sunday mourning.”

In the biblical times if someone was rich they were probably guilty of some kind of sin, because the only way to become that wealthy is to do some type of sin, mainly theft. 

Dr. Walter says, “In a free market one becomes rich by serving their fellow man. So in a sense a person being rich is evidence that he has served his fellow man.”

The church though doesn’t seem to realize that being rich somehow mean that someone has served their fellow man. They don’t seem not to be able to not to connect it to evil.

Once the church can get over the fact that money made by other people can help other people then they will realize that a free market without government restrictions or influences can better all mankind.
