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Brenda H. Smith

3244 Lambert Drive

Baton Rouge, La 70805

 (H) 225.357.4387


olevia22@Bellsouth.net

Greetings Sorors, Philos, and Rhoers,

As your Southwest Region Project Reassurance and National Program chairperson I wish you a New Year of successful community outreach through Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Incorporated national programs.  The Southwest Regional Conference scheduled for March 22 –24, 2007 in Dallas, Texas is fast approaching and I would like to share our Project Reassurance and National Program plans.

Our Southwest Regional Syntaktes, Brenda Sloan Johnson, wants to ensure that Project Reassurance is our region’s premier project and that all chapters throughout the southwestern region make it a priority.  The Project Reassurance presentation for this 66th conference promises to be outstanding due to the collaborative efforts of our alumnae and undergraduate chapters, and Philo and Rhoer clubs. UCC, Brenda Canty, introduced the Project Reassurance presentation plans at each Area Workshop.

Our conference host chapter, Alpha Omicron Sigma, has selected a group of 20 adolescent mothers from Maya Angelou High School in the Dallas area who are in need of our resources.  In order to make an impressive and successful presentation at our opening session and undergraduate luncheon the following is requested:

Alumnae Chapters:

· $100.00 per alumnae chapter, which includes the purchase of a duffle bag on wheels ($50.00), to place the layette items donated and $50.00 to be given to each young lady to help meet some of her needs. The region will purchase a $50.00 gift card for each recipient.  No individual sorors are asked to bring items.
· A commitment from twenty (20) alumnae chapters to participate as requested. If your chapter is willing to commit to donate $100.00 please do so via e-mail by January 30, 2007 to bsmith3@lsuhsc.edu.  Give your chapter’s name, location and the name of your chapter basileus. Please indicate your commitment and respond as soon as possible.
· Monies are due by February 24, 2007 to ensure adequate time to acquire bags and confirm your commitment.  For your convenience you may submit a chapter check payable to the Southwest Region and mailed to: 
LaShonda M. Johnson, SW Regional Grammateus

P.O. Box 22602

Houston, TX. 77227-2602

Undergraduate Chapters and Philo Clubs:

· Each undergraduate chapter and philo club will donate a layette (complete outfit for a newborn).  The items included in the layette have been outlined by UCC Brenda Canty and are listed in the undergraduate newsletter and this packet.
· Please bring complete layettes to the conference registration desk when picking up your conference packets for both undergraduate chapters and philo clubs. Label your layette bundle with your chapter/club name, location and basileus’ name. A special area at the conference registration will be designated for drop -offs.
· We need your commitment to assure that each recipient will have a layette.  Notify Soror Brenda Canty, UCC via e-mail at missbjc@bellsouth.net.  Please include your chapter’s name, location and the name of your chapter/club advisor.
· Philo Clubs have the option to coordinate their donation with their sponsor chapter.  Therefore, if the purchase of a complete layette is not feasible you may team with your graduate chapter.  If this option is preferred the sponsoring (alumnae) chapter should include their Philo Clubs for acknowledgment. 
Rhoer Club:

· Each Rhoer member is requested to bring an infant toy.  This may include: baby rattles, small safe stuffed animals, etc.
· Rhoer club advisors will deliver their club’s infant toy collection to the conference registration desk when picking up their registration packet. Please label your bagged or boxed infant toys with your club name, location and the name of your advisor.
Each chapter/club donating to this special project will be recognized at the opening session as part of the presentation.

Thank you for your participation and full cooperation in making our 66th Southwest Regional conference Project Reassurance presentation a success. Let’s show the Dallas community the commitment Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority makes to our youth through our national programs.  

Please review the information below regarding awards and criteria for Project Reassurance chapter displays. Information about the Best National Program display and the Mwanamugimu Essay contest due date are also included in this packet.

I look forward to seeing you at the conference. 

Sincerely,

Brenda H. Smith

Brenda H. Smith,

Project Reassurance and National Program Chairperson
.
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Baby Needs: Clothing and Layette 
 5-10 onesies or rompers 

 5-7 baby sleepers or nightgowns 
 1 cold weather sleeper if necessary 
 5-7 pairs of baby socks 
 1-2 newborn hats 

 
Baby Needs: Diapers and Bath Items 
 2 packs of disposable diapers or enough cloth diapers 
For at least two days.  (Newborns can soil up to 10 diapers 
Per day. )
 1 pack of disposable wipes or 10 cloth wipes 
 Waterproof pad for diaper changes 
 3-5 baby washcloths 
 1-2 hooded towels 
 1 bottle of gentle baby wash 
 Baby nail clippers 
 Digital thermometer 

 1 plastic or rubber bathtub 

  

Baby Needs: Bedding and Feeding 
 3-4 fitted sheets for crib, cradle, co-sleeper or bassinet 
 5-7 lightweight blankets 
 1-2 heavier blankets 

 10 burp cloths 
 5-8 bottles 

That's it!  


PROJECT REASSURANCE 

AND

 NATIONAL SERVICE PROGRAMS
66TH SW REGIONAL CONFERENCE

DALLAS, TEXAS
NATIONAL PROGRAMS DISPLAY AND AWARD GUIDELINES
I.  Project Reassurance Display (Undergraduate, Alumnae Chapter):
Display Criteria: (National Criteria)


The following criteria will be used for judging displays:


1. Will be limited to one (1) display board.

2. Displays must not exceed a height of 6 feet from the floor.

3. Each display must include projects in keeping with the goals and objectives of Project Reassurance. (See attached)
4. Points will be given on neatness, creativity, content and organization of materials.
5. A typed written narrative must accompany your display with coversheet to include: Chapter name, region, location and basileus name.  Narrative must be limited to two (2) pages. 
6. If videos are used, they must be no more than five minutes long and presentation should be documented with narration.
7. The sponsoring chapter name and region must be clearly visible. 
8. Display materials and information should be current.  Copy of programs, announcements and/or news articles should be included.
9. Use sorority colors. Other accent colors may be used to create your masterpiece.
10. No scrapbook (s) may be used for display.
POINTS: 100

Content:

40 points

Organization:

20 points

Creativity:

20 points

Neatness:

20 points
Award(s):



1st Place:
Trophy



2nd Place:
Ribbon



3rd Place:
Ribbon

Awards will include both alumnae and undergraduate winners. All participants will receive a certificate of participation.


II. Best National Program Display (Undergraduate, Alumnae Chapter)

This category invites you to showcase your chapter’s prize winning national program.  You may only submit an application for one (1) entry in this category.  Project Reassurance MAY NOT be used for this display.  You may include:

· WEE SAVERS
· MWANAMUGIMU ESSAY CONTEST
· YOUTH SYMPOSIUM
· OPERATION BIG BOOK BAG
· PROJECT AFRICARE
· HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
· BUCKLE UP AMERICA
· HATTIE MCDANIEL CANCER AWARNESS

Display Criteria:


The following criteria will be used for judging displays:

1. Will be limited to one (1) display board.

2. Display must not exceed a height of 6feet from the floor

3. Must use sorority colors but may also use addition accent colors

4. Display board must include chapter’s name and location

5. A typed written narrative must accompany display with a cover sheet including the chapter’s name, location and basileus name.  The body of the narrative must not exceed two (2) pages.

6. Name of national program must be visible on display board.

7. Display materials and information should be current.  Copy of programs, announcements and/or new paper articles should be included.

8. No Scrapbook(s) may be used for display.

POINTS:  100

Content:

30 points

Originality:

20 points

Appearance:

20 points

Collaboration:

10 Points (community resources)

Organization

10 points
Award(s):



1st Place:

Trophy



2nd Place:

Ribbon



3rd Place:

Ribbon

Awards will include both alumnae and undergraduate winners.  All participants will receive a certificate of participation.
III. Community Service Display (PHILO, RHOER CLUB)

This award invites the affiliates (Philo, Rhoer Clubs) to showcase the community service program they are most proud of. It must be a community service project or program.

Display Criteria:


The following Criteria will be used for judging displays:

1. Will be limited to one (1) display board.

2. Must use club colors but may use additional accent colors

3. Club’s name and location must be visible on display

4. A typed written narrative must accompany display with cover sheet to include: Name of club, location, president and advisor. The body of the narrative must give an overview of the project/program; enough information to give the judges a clear understanding of what the project was about.

5. Display materials and information should be current.  Copies of programs announcements, and/or newspaper articles should be included.

6. No Scrapbooks may be used as a display.

POINTS: 100

Content:



30 points

Creativity:



20 points

Displayed Team Sprit: 

10 points

Community Involvement: 
10 points

Appearance:



20 points

Award(s):



1st Place:

Trophy



2nd Place:

Ribbon



3rd Place:

Ribbon
Awards will include both Philo and Rhoer Club winners.  All participants will receive a certificate of participation.

ALL CHAPTERS AND AFFILLIATES WISHING TO DISPLAY THE ABOVE PROGRAMS MUST CONTACT THE CHAIRPERSON BY JANUARY 20, 2007 TO REQUEST DISPLAY SPACE. Only those with reservation are guaranteed a table. Request can be made via e-mail or phone. Include your chapter name or affiliate name:

Soror Brenda H. Smith

Bsmith3@lsuhsc.edu
225.357.4387


REMEMBER!!!!!!!

· An application is required for each display that your chapter/club is competing for. 

· Submit application(s) to chairperson via postal delivery or e-mail @ bsmith3@lsuhsc.edu. All award applications must be POSTMARKED by Monday, February 12, 2007.  If you e-mail your application, please expect to receive confirmation of receipt within 48 hours.

· DO NOT mail applications to the Awards and Achievement chair.

· Only one (1) entry is allowed in category II (Best National Program).
MWANAMUGIMU ESSAY CONTEST UPDATE

· All Mwanamugimu essays must be postmarked on or before Monday, February 26, 2007.  Assay must be mailed to:

Brenda H. Smith

3244 Lambert Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70805 

Essay may be e-mailed (bsmith3@lsuhsc.edu) but hard copy (original) must be mailed (postal).

· Submit only your 1st place winners in the three levels: Elementary, Middle and High Schools.

· Please ensure that participants follow guidelines received from the National chairperson, Dolly Spencer.  A copy is enclosed in this packet.

· The theme: “Africa, the foundation of many nations…from Creation to Infinity”.  See suggested research topics
· If you have any concerns please feel free to contact me at: 225.357.4387 or by the above e-mail.
· Please review the National Mwanamugimu guidelines and judging criteria because updates have been made.
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.

66TH SOUTHWEST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

March 22-24, 2007
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Project Reassurance and National Service Programs

APPLICATION
Please check display award category you are applying.  A separate application is required for each category entry.

____
I. 
Project Reassurance Display (Alumnae, Undergraduate)

____
II.
Best National Program Display (Alumnae, Undergraduate)

____
III.
Best Community Service Display (Philo, Rhoer Clubs)

CHAPTER: __________________________________________________

____ALUMNAE, ____ UNDERGRADUATE, ____PHILO, ___ RHOER

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________



___________________________________________________

CONTACT PERSON: _________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________

This form must be postmarked or e-mailed by the deadline Monday, February 12, 2007.   E-Mail: bsmith3@lsuhsc.edu 

Mail to:
Soror Brenda Smith



3244 Lambert Drive



Baton Rouge, LA 70805



FEATURING………..

A NEW SECTION IN “THE AURORA”

EACH REGION WILL SHOWCASE THEIR NATIONAL SERVICE PROGRAMS

WHO’S THE BEST?

THE SOUTHWEST!!!!!!!! 

  Submit your articles about your chapter’s National Program events to your SW Regional Project Reassurance and National Programs Committee Chair using the same Aurora guidelines 
Important Deadline Dates:

March 1, 2007 (Nov-March Events)

July 1, 2007 (Mar-Jul Events)

Soror Brenda Smith

3244 Lambert Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70805

Bsmith3@lsuhsc.edu


Objectives:
Project Reassurance helps to strengthen family life by providing:

· Opportunities to expectant teenage parents to participate in educational programs that will assist them in making informed decisions related to health, responsible childbearing and parenting.

· Community wide education about the importance of and access to early and regular prenatal care for young mothers.

· Information and access to community resources to meet human needs that affects the physical and emotional well being of mothers-to-be and families.

· The experiences, exposure and relationships with adults that will enhance young mothers’ capacity for self-sufficiency and broaden their life options.

Mission Statement:
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. is committed to providing health and parenting education to teens and parenting teens; and to identify and recommend resources and referral services.

Vision:
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. through Project Reassurance seeks to promote responsible living for teens in today’s world by focusing on prevention of teen pregnancy, personal decision-making, character building, promoting moral values and making good health education choices.

Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.


Southwest Region Project Reassurance and National Program Chairperson
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The Power of Vision: Innovation, Collaboration and Implementation

“The Journey Begins and Ends with US-Increase Membership, Increased Responsibility”

“Greater Service, Greater Progress”


