Dolly Spencer, Chairperson 
Mwanamugimu Project Committee
                                                      7031 Castleview Lane
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc 

Missouri City, Texas   77489    
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Greetings Regional Sorors:
Enclosed in this correspondence you will find the Mwanamugimu Guidebook for 2007 and 2008 including suggested research topics and timelines needed to conduct the Mwanamugimu Essay Contest, the Committee Report of 2006 Essay Winners, and  the Boule Report and Recommendations.   

The Mwanamugimu Committee recommended some changes that have been approved, so please discard previous guidelines. The theme:  “Africa, the foundation of many nations…from Creation to Infinity,” will apply to the 2006-2007 & 2007-2008 sorority years.  The theme will incorporate the original goal of this project, which is to increase students’ knowledge of the historical and contemporary development of Africa.  At the 2008 Boule, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners will be presented a monetary award and Certificate of Participation.  All entrants will receive a Certificate of Participation.
The Guidebook is a tool to facilitate the implementation of the essay contest.  Sponsoring chapters are encouraged to adapt and modify this guidebook to meet local needs. 

We have the opportunity to show our commitment to this project by each chapter implementing it.  I am asking that we move forward with a "CAN DO" Attitude.  Let’s make the two years successful by fulfilling our slogan – GREATER SERVICE, GREATER PROGRESS.  Please find me ready to assist you with any questions or concerns regarding Project Mwanamugimu. 

The Committee members Soror Lillie Booth, Delta Gamma Sigma, Soror Doris E. Baker-Ortiz, Eta Iota Sigma, Soror Marian J. Martin, Iota Sigma, Soror Katie K. White, Upsilon Sigma, and I ask that sorors join us as a committee member.
Sisterly,

Soror Dolly Spencer
Dolly Spencer, Chairperson

Mwanamugimu Project Committee 

7031 Castleview Lane

Missouri City, Texas   77489

281-7-416-7711 (home and fax)

832-754-4664 (cell)  

Please give this information to your Regional National Projects Chairperson to be given to each Chapter Basilei in your region.  Thanks.  

THEME:  “Africa, the foundation of many nations…from Creation to Infinity”
Suggested Research Topics Include:
What Does My Heritage Mean to Me?
The Making of Many Nations
Africa: Then, Now, and Yet to Come
Political System(s) During the Colonial Rule
The Future of Africa
Africa’s Schools/Education

Slave Trading During the Creation of Other Nations
The Move to Independence

* Creativity is highly recommended.   These are only suggested topics.

BACKGROUND

Mwanamugimu (Wah-nah-moo-gee-moo), in cooperation with Africare, Incorporated began as a pilot project in the Northeast Region in 1990-91.  In September of 1992, it began operation as a National Project and implementation expanded to the other four regions of the Sorority.  The Eta Sigma Chapter of the Southeast Region commemorated the project unveiling by commissioning artist Paul Barden to create an original African painting.  The project title, Mwanamugimu, is a proverb from the Republic of Uganda that means “from small acorns come mighty oaks.”

WHAT IS THE MWANAMUGIMU PROJECT?


The Mwanamugimu Project is an essay contest.  Its goal is to provide an opportunity for students to increase their knowledge of the historical and contemporary development of Africa.  Its objectives are to provide the target population with opportunities that (1) allow structured ways to learn about Africa; (2) heighten awareness of African cultural heritage; and (3) improve writing and research skills. 
TARGET POPULATION
Third grade through twelfth grade students
SUGGESTED STRATEGIES

Local chapters sponsor the contest at one or more of three grade categories:  elementary school, middle school, or high school.  Chapter winners advance to regional level competition.  During a Boule year, regional winners advance to national level competition.  One winner in each category is declared at the Boule and recognized at the Awards Banquet.  The winner in each category and each entry will be recognized in the form of a certificate of recognition or participation, trophy, and/or monetary gift.
Chapters are encouraged to support this project at the local level by:

1. conducting local essay contests for students in schools, churches or with civic groups; 

2. sponsoring seminars, library trips, museum trips to enrich participants’ learning experiences about Africa;

3. establishing partnerships with local schools for more effective implementation of the essay contest.   (As partners or co-sponsors, schools are often able to provide resources and assistance that enrich the learning experience for the participants;

4. conducting information workshops about the essay contest for parents, particularly at the elementary school level.

EVALUATION


Chapters can measure program success by conducting pre and post writing assessments, maintaining a pre and post contest inventory of research skills, and analyzing participants’ surveys.  

ESSAY CONTEST CALENDARS
2006-2007
September & October:
Planning for essay contests

November:


Contests begin

January & February:           Participating students research, collect data and

                                            write essays
March:


Local contests end & local award programs held

March – June:

First Place winning essays sent to Regional 

Chairpersons & judging for Regional essay 
contests

June 15, 2007:

Reports of Regional Essay Contest Chairpersons 




sent to International Project Chairperson

July & August:

Begin planning for 2006-2007 essay contest

2007-2008
September & October:
Planning for essay contests

November:


Contests begin

December, January &
Participating students research, collect data and 
February:

           write essays

March:


Local contests end & local awards programs held

March/April/May:

First Place winning essays sent to Regional 

Chairpersons & judging for Regional essay       
contests

May 15, 2008:

Reports of Regional Essay Contest Chairpersons 


sent to International Project Chairperson
July:



Boule Report & announcement of national contest 

Winners

ESSAY CONTEST CHAPTER PLAN

CHAPTER’S NAME: ____________________________________________________

	Essay Contest Chairperson:


	Regional Coordinator

	Address:
	Address:


	Phone: (home & work)


	Phone: (home & work)

	E-mail:


	E-mail:


Category

(   ) Elementary                                           (    ) Middle                                      (    ) High

Date essay contest begins: ___________________________________________________
Date for final entry of essays: _________________________________________________
Prizes
1st Place: _______________     2nd Place: _______________    3rd Place: ________________
Judges

(It is recommended that in addition to graduate sorors, undergraduate sorors, and community

representatives are given consideration when selecting contest judges.)

a.
Name:

______________________________________________________


Address:
______________________________________________________


Phone:

______________________________________________________


e-mail: 

______________________________________________________

b.
Name:

______________________________________________________


Address:
______________________________________________________


Phone:

______________________________________________________


e-mail: 

______________________________________________________

c.
Name:

______________________________________________________


Address:
______________________________________________________


Phone:

______________________________________________________


e-mail:

____________________________________________________________
Chapter Awards Program

Date: ______________________________________
Time: __________________

Place: __________________________________________________________________

Event:  (    ) Before regular sorority meeting               (     )  After regular sorority meeting


(    )  Special date

Resources needed to conduct your essay contest:

Resources available:

Plan for media coverage:

Potential problems:

Plan for evaluating essay contest:

SAMPLE TITLE PAGE

(TITLE OF ESSAY)

Submitted By

Student’s    Name

Address

Grade

Name of Student’s School

City, State

Name of School Principal
Sponsoring Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Incorporated

Name of Essay Contest Chairperson

ESSAY CONTEST PARTICIPANTS GUIDELINES

The following rules apply for elementary grades:

1. The essay must be researched and written by the student submitting the essay.

2. The essay should be 2 to 3 pages in length, typed with double line spacing.

3. The cover page should include:

· Title of the essay

· Student’s name and home address

· Name of student’s school and location

· Name of school principal

· Student’s grade

· Name of sponsoring chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho, Sorority, Inc.

· Name of sponsoring chapter’s essay contest chairperson

4. The essay must have a bibliography to include at least three references and only one can be from the internet
5. End notes are not required.

The following rules apply for middle and high school grades:

1.   The essay must be researched and written by the student submitting the essay.

2. The essay should be 3 to 7 pages in length, typed with double line spacing.

3. The cover page should include:

· Title of the essay

· Student’s name and home address

· Name of student’s school and location

· Name of school principal

· Student’s grade

· Name of sponsoring chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.

· Name of sponsoring chapter’s essay contest chairperson

4. The essay must have a bibliography to include at least three references and only one can be from the internet.
5. References should be placed as end notes (not at bottom of page)

HINTS FOR STUDENT RESEARCHERS

· Number all pages
· Submit dark copies of essay so that it can be copied for review by essay contest judges
· Check to see that all necessary information is on title page.
· Check references carefully (end notes and bibliography)
· Do not repeat information in order to reach the required number of pages for your essay contest category
· Secure pages in a report folder or staple pages securely
· Contact your essay coordinator when you have questions or need assistance
CRITERIA FOR JUDGING ESSAYS

CONTENT
----------------------------------------- (Maximum points: 50)__________

Development of essay topic 

5
10
15
20
25


Grammatically correct English



  5
10
15


Appropriateness of subject matter



  5
10


to chosen topic

CONTINUITY   -------------------------------------- (Maximum points: 20)__________

Flow of essay






5
10


Relevant transitions between paragraphs and ideas
5
10

ORGANIZATION  ---------------------------------- (Maximum points: 10)__________

Essay has three parts: beginning/introduction, body, and         
end/summary or Conclusion

NEATNESS   ---------------------------------------- (Maximum points:  10)__________

Standard typing paper, 8½ by 11



No more than 5 typos


No obvious corrections (white-out, etc.)


Clean paper

EVIDENCE OF RESEARCH   ------------------- (Maximum points:  5)__________

Bibliography 

FORMAT   --------------------------------------------- (Maximum points:  5)__________

3 to 7 pages in length, 

Typed with double line spacing
Follows guidelines supplied by International Mwanamugimu Committee.
 Total
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------__________
Judge’s Name:

_________________________________
__________________________

Print Name





Signature

Judge, please write constructive comments on the back of this page.

Thank you for sharing your time and expertise.
UNDERGRADUATE SORORS

In response to many undergraduate sorors:  YES!!! Undergraduate sorors have a vital role in the successful implementation of Mwanamugimu Essay Contests sponsored by local chapters.   Here are a few important contributions that can be made by undergraduate sorors.

· PROMOTE THE ESSAY CONTEST
…undergraduate sorors often maintain close ties with their former high         

    schools, both with faculty and students

      …distribute promotional materials

· ASSIST WITH PLANNING THE ESSAY CONTEST
…serve on a joint planning committee

…plan specific activities such as awards program reception

· SERVE AS RESEARCH MENTORS
…help participating students improve library skills

…hold workshops for participating students on how to plan/organize their     

    essays

…review essays with participating students to help assure that their essays 
    are complete

· SERVE AS ESSAY CONTEST JUDGES
· SERVE AS REGIONAL CHAIRPERSON
SIGMA GAMMA RHO SORORITY, INCORPORATED

PRESENTS

THE MWANAMUGIMU ESSAY CONTEST

[image: image1.wmf] 

THEME:  “Africa, the foundation of many nations…from creation to infinity”

CONTACT:

Essay Contest Coordinator:  ______________________________________

Phone:  _______________________________________________________
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Mwanamugimu Committee Report of Essay Winners
Soror Dolly T. Spencer, International Chairperson

51st International Boule

Dallas, Texas

July 25, 2006

Committee Members 

Soror Lillie Booth, Delta Gamma Sigma 

Soror Doris E. Baker-Ortiz, Eta Iota Sigma

Soror Marian J. Martin, Iota Sigma

Soror Dolly Spencer, Gamma Sigma

Soror Katie K. White, Upsilon Sigma
Readers
Soror Lillie Booth, Delta Gamma Sigma Chapter

Soror Doris E. Baker-Ortiz, Eta Iota Sigma

Soror Marian J. Martin, Iota Sigma

Winners
· High School- “FACTORS THAT EFFECT AFRICA’S ECONOMY: HISTORY GEOGRAPHY AND POLITIC”

Student- Manti Daya Bean 

School-Woodlawn School For Pre-Engineering and Student Conducted Research, Baltimore, Maryland 

Sponsoring Chapter- Zeta Omega Sigma, Baltimore, Maryland

· Middle School- “THE CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF KENYA”

Student- Azzi Francis 

School- Martin Luther King, Jr. Christian Academy, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Sponsoring Chapter- Mu Sigma, Baton Rouge Louisiana

Honorable Mention

· High School-“THE SLAVE TRADE TO BRAZIL”

Student- Alexis Gosserand

School- Baton Rouge Magnet High School, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Sponsoring Chapter- Mu Sigma, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

· Middle School- “AFRICAN SAFARI”

Student- Arianne Durden

School- 

Sponsoring Chapter- Eta Sigma

Recorded by Soror Lillie Booth

Delta Gamma Sigma Chapter

Mwanamugimu Committee Report and Recommendations
Soror Dolly T. Spencer, International Chairperson

51st International Boule

Dallas, Texas

July 22, 2006

Attendance

Soror Lillie Booth, Delta Gamma Sigma Chapter

Soror Doris E. Baker-Ortiz, Eta Iota Sigma

Soror Marian J. Martin, Iota Sigma

Soror Dolly Spencer, Gamma Sigma

Recommendations

· That the region send the first place winning essays from all three levels along with the completed forms  to the International Chairperson within three (3) weeks after the Regional Conference is over and no later than 30 days prior to each Boule.

· That the current theme: “Africa, the Foundation of Many Nations…From Creation to Infinity” will become a permanent one. 

· That essay packets shall be standard and accessible online on the sorority’s website at www.SGRho1922.org.  This will ensure the information is available to all sorors and help prevent non-standard applications from being submitted.

· That a chairperson for the Mwanamugimu Project be appointed in each region.

Application Revisions and Suggestions
· That during a Boule year, reports of the Regional Essay Chairperson will be sent to the International Projects Chairperson and a copy will be sent to the International Mwanamugimu Chairperson.

· That all essays must follow the guidelines supplied by the International Mwanamugimu Committee with slight adaptations and modifications to meet local needs. 

· That more participation from sorors and affiliates be encouraged, information will be included in the cover letter about how to get involved in the project.

· A graphic used previously will possibly replace the current graphic on the cover page. Soror Baker-Ortiz, who was instrumental in launching the program and has worked with it extensively, has resources available that will be reviewed and considered.

· Interested sorors who want to join the committee are requested sign up on the national committee list.   Interested sorors are encouraged and expected to participate at the local, regional and international levels.

· Persons interested in serving as judges should contact the Mwanamugimu International Chairperson.

Recorded by Soror Lillie Booth

Delta Gamma Sigma Chapter

