Hla Kyi <HlaK@thmulti.com.sg> on 31-10-2000 05:35:09 PM

To: "SannMaung@technologist.com™ <SannMaung@technologist.com>, U ZAW AUNG/Snr Engr/CSM/ST Group@ST Group,

zawtun@samsung.co.kr" <zawtun@samsung.co.kr>, jwyou@singnet.com.sg, "WKC" <yansan@wkc.com.sg>,
zawaung@cyberway.com.sg™ <zawaung@cyberway.com.sg>, "'zaw@singapore.com
"'pl13348@ntu.edu.sg™ <p113348@ntu.edu.sg>, "mgyit@yahoo.com™ <mgyit@yahoo.com>,
<ritburma@egroups.com>, "'sunnyaung@hotmail.com™ <sunnyaung@hotmail.com>, "'zawtun@pacific.net.sg

ritburma@egroups.com

cc:

Subject: FW: Once-in-a-life-time Reunion [and a Homage to my father]
FYl & A
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From HA MN [ SMIP: hl a_m n@ahoo. conj

Sent : Monday, Cctober 30, 2000 1:51 PM

To: hl a_m n@ahoo. com

Subj ect : Once-in-a-life-time Reunion [and a Homage to ny father]

Dear Sayadaws and Col | eagues,

At this tine of witing, several alumi [including KMZ, our web
nmaster] and ex-faculty are on their way back to their hones after
spending two or three wonderful days of their lives at the
once-in-a-lifetime Reunion and Saya Pu Zaw Pwe.

After receiving the D stingui shed Menber Award, KMEZ pronised -- in
public -- his grand plans: a preview of Version 2 of the RT A umi
International web site, a special CD-ROMthat will try to cover as
conpr ehensi vel y the Reunion and Saya Pu Zaw Pwe [with the contributions by
nost if not all of the private, seni-professional and professional
phot ogr aphers and vi deo nen], .

Unli ke the closing cerenonies of the Aynpics, there was no singi ng
and dancing to the tune of "Auld Lang Syne" and "A oha Ce", but there was
a striking resenbl ance when the "Reunion and SPZP' Banner was | owered and
then handed over to Ko Daniel Tint Lwin (Mech 69), an Associate Professor
at NTU in Singapore, who pledged to try his best to hold the next Reunion
and SPZP in Singapore 2002. According to Danny, there are 1000+ [nostly
young] aluns in Singapore. They had asked Danny to take videos for the
2-day [official] event. They cannot wait a few weeks for the official
vi deo.

The following are randomjottings of the 3-day [unofficial] event.

Never before have | witnessed a gathering that surpassed all
expectations. Despite the neticul ous planning by the O ganizing
Committee, the Entees -- Ko Mat Hoo (Gvil 69) and Ko Thein Aung ( Mt
72) -- found it hard to foll ow the schedul e. There was a spont aneous Saya
Ga Daw Pwe where nmany old alunms -- some in their 60's -- took part. There
was a "followthe-1eader" dance to conplinent the singing talents of Ko
Daniel Tint Lwin (Mech 69), Ma Mint Mint Sein (Mech 70) and Ko Tan Yu
Sein [guest and brother of Ko Benny]. Saya Krishna showed his hidden
talent -- playing "Peaceful Mannar" ( Aye Chan Thar De Manmar Pye) on
hi s harnonica. Ko Benny brought the crowd down relating his futile
attenpts to get his grades readjusted by Saya Allen Hay,
Saya U Aung Khin and Saya U Tin Hut to nane a few Saya Allen said that
"Had | given you a 5 [equivalent to "A" in the US, you would likely be a
Saya to this day. If | gave you a 4, you woul d probably be a gover nnent
enpl oyee. But, ny intuition told me that you would be a very successful
enterpreneur, so | gave you a 3." Saya U Aung Khin -- being a taciturn --
replied diplonatically that the "statuette of lintations had run out".
Saya U Tin Hut would not entertain any discussion that does not involve
st ocks.

<zaw@singapore.com>, tmgyaw@pacific.net.sg,

<zawtun@pacific.net.sg>
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Al though Asians are known for showing up late for weddi ngs and
cerenoni es, throngs of aluns showed up early at the Enbassy Suites Hotel.
| was called in to verify attendees who told the reception desk vol unteers
that they had [genuinely] forgotten to bring their tickets. | saved the
day for Ko Anthony Kyam (a) Ko Kyaw Wn (a) Ko Joe Kyin and several other
al uns and sayas.

Every attendee got [at |east] a conmenorate rmug, but a lot of smles
and nenories. Several said that they would not mind even if dinner was not
served. Saya U Mo Miint Sein's friend -- a world renowned architect --
told Saya that he would trade all his gold nmedals and prizes to be honored
ina SPZP tradition. Saya UMn Win -- the last but not the |east invited
speaker -- rem nded that w thout "cetana", even Internet and the nodern
technol ogi es are not sufficient to hold Reunion and SPZP. Saya U Khin Aung
Kyi clasped his hands and verbal |y [and physically] paid respect to his
two Sayas -- Sayagyi U Ba Toke and Sayagyi U Num Kok. Sayagyi U Ba Toke,
on behal f of all the Sayas, prayed that we should all be "weal t hy"
spiritually and be "heal thy" physically -- the two nottos/guidelines he
had treasured all his life. Saya U Aung Gyi's key note speech touched
| essons of the past, the inportance of the present, and well-laid plans
for the future.

On Friday, 27th Cctober, there was an infornal get-together at an all
you can eat Japanese, Korean and Chinese buffet in San Bruno. 40+
attendees including two of our Col den Sponsors: Steeve Kay (a) Ko Thaung
Sein (EC 70) and Ko Benny Tan (a) Tan Yu Beng (Mech 70) were present. Both
are successful enterpreneurs and CEGs, but they took their precious tine
off to support RT Alumi International and its activities.

Usual |y Steeve does not surf the web. Wien Sarina Tan (EC 93), who
hel ps Steeve part-tine while pursuing her postgrad degree, inforned him
about the RT Reunion and Saya Pu Zaw Pwe in general and ny "Count down"
articles in particular, Steeve sent in a check of $1000 for the Saya Pu
Zaw Pwe Fund. He later sent in another check of $2000 to cover the costs
of printing RT Reunion and Saya Pu Zaw Pwe T-shirts that were designed by
Ko Benny. At the Reunion and SPZP dinner [on Saturday, 28th Cctober 2000],
all Sayas and sayanas -- young and old -- were given the nenorabilia
T-shirts. At the get-together picnic [on Sunday,
29th Cctober, 2000], the remaining T-shirts were put on sale. They were
sold out in no time. The Sayas and aluns proudly sported the T-shirts.

Steeve told me that he liked the explicit as well as the sublinal
nmessages -- "If one person can dream others can nake the dream cone
true", "Face adversity", "Be kind to your parents and sayas", --- that
were present in ny e-mail articles/updates. He said that at the end of
three days, he is reliving sweet nenories of his days at RT.

Ko Tun Aung (a) Jeffrey (EC 68) brought unannounced comrenorative
pens. Now a Director of Engineering -- and probably one of the highest
ranki ng governnent enpl oyee in Southern California and ny be el sewhere --
Ko Tun Aung showed his appreciation of RRT Alummi International in general
and Reunion and SPZP in particular but his deeds and not words. Ko Tun
Aung is a past President of BASES, the BAPS counterpart in Southern
California. The Reunion and SPZP owe in part to the existence
and activities of BAPS and BASES.

Ko Maurice Chee (Mech 75), our co-chair, thanked the spouses and
fam |y nenbers. Wthout their support, who in the world would bet that a
wor | d-wi de event can be planned and executed within four nonths. Thanks to
our better halves who tolerated | ong neetings [which often had schedul e
conflicts with other social events such as offerings at nonasteries], and
a quick "I love you, honey, but | need to read the |atest update about the
Reuni on and SPZP',
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(One Sayagadaw -- the spouse of Saya Chris Lee -- gave ne several hone
grown fruits and an inpronptu Gardening 101. "You need TLC [ Tender Loving
Care} to the trees and plants. You might have to use 50 Ib fertilizers two
or three times a year."

Nearly all of the alunms and sone of their spouses said that we had
done a great job. Sone said that they feel 30 years younger. They
requested ne to relax for a while, but to keep on writing.

Relieved and overjoyed after being part of a teamthat gave 200% |
woul d second what Saya U Mfo Myint Sein's col |l eague said. Fromny KG days,
I had won nunerous prizes and awards, but the recognition fromny Sayas,
ny fellow aluns, their spouses and their famlies is far nore precious
that all those.

M/ only regret concerns ny nulti-talented father [an al um of
"Lay-ne-ban University" (or Lan ne be University -- the University of
Life]. According to the |eading nedical doctors of his day, he was given
three months to live -- at the tender age of 14 or 15 -- but a
Bur nese say-sa-yar gave hima new |life and even inparted his know edge.
Though he defied death for nearly seven nore decades, he did not |ive |ong
enough to see his son strive over one and hal f years not for a degree
exam not for nonetary awards, but to show that he can follow some
footsteps of his father.

Wthout formal training in Gvil Engineering and Architecture -- built
pagodas and his the houses for hinself and his brothers. He was known for
his culinary skills and for organizing "Sa-tu-di-tha" [often at Tabaung
festivals of Shwedagon']. Like Ko Benny and Ko Maurice, he |oved tools. He
told nme bed time stories. He taught ne astrol ogy, nunerol ogy, ..., but
nost of all he | oved and honored all his sayas -- thin saya, nyin saya,
kyar saya. Hs sayas loved himand his children. One of his sayas gave me
a speci al chessboard that he had kept as a treasure for years.

Dear father, whereever you are [although | believe that you woul d be
in one of the good abodes in sansara], |'mthankful for for being ny first
saya. You brought sniles to countless people. Thanks for passing that gift
on to ne.

Wth netta,
Ha Mn
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