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Sugiyama Women’s University
School of Cross-Cultural Studies, Department of Foreign Studies

Academic Year 2007-2008 
American Pop Culture A
Instructor: Suzanne Bonn
   Email: sbonn@sugiyama-u.ac.jp
Office:
303

Office Hour: Thursday, 2nd 
   Classroom: 203 (Computer lab) 
Class Time: Monday, 2nd


Course Materials 


· Paper, pen/pencil and folder for notes

· English Learner’s Dictionary (e.g., Longman Advanced American Dictionary)

Course Description and Objectives

This integrated skills course is designed to improve language and critical thinking skills through the study of American pop culture as well as looking at pop cultures of other English-speaking countries. Through discussions, readings, analytical and reflective writings, video viewing, and Internet searches, students will learn about what's new and hot in the United States. Course topics include: slang, music, movies, television, Internet, fashion, and Hollywood.
Evaluation

Your grade in this class will be based on:


· Homework 


50%
· Final Project


30%
· Attendance/Participation
20%

Student Responsibilities

· Homework: Please do your homework when assigned so that you can easily participate in class activities. If you do not do your homework, you will be asked to leave the classroom and marked absent. 
· Attendance: If you know you will be absent, contact me (in person, phone, or email) and find out about homework before you go. If you are sick, contact me and get your homework from either me or a classmate. Arriving 20 minutes late or more to class equals 1 absence. In addition, three tardies (arriving late to class; 1-20 minutes late) will be counted as 1 absence. Finally, cell phone use is not allowed in class. If seen using your cell phone, you will be marked absent.
　
· English: Please speak English as much as possible in class. Class time is only 90 minutes and therefore you should take advantage of this time to use your English. It is okay to make mistakes; we are here to learn English together!
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Course Outline: Changes may occur in the schedule.

	Week & Date
	1st Semester Schedule

	1, 4/9
	Course Introduction

	2, 4/16
	American Music

	3, 4/23
	American Movies

	4, 5/7
	American TV

	5, 5/14
	American Fashion

	6, 5/21
	American Slang

	7, 5/28
	Australian Pop Culture

	8, 6/4
	Australian Pop Culture

	9, 6/11
	Australian Pop Culture

	10, 6/18
	New Zealand Pop Culture

	11, 6/25
	New Zealand Pop Culture

	12, 7/2
	American Pop Culture Revisited

	13, 7/9
	American Pop Culture Revisited

	14, 7/16
	FINAL PROJECT PRESENTATIONS


Let’s have a ROCKING semester together!












