
 



 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS- Answer  in complete sentences: 
 
1.  Describe the pattern shown on this graph: 
 
 
 
 
2. Which quantity on the graph is the dependent variable? 
 
 
 
 
3. Each peak on the graph represents a sunspot maximum.   In which years do 
they occur?  (list them all) 
 
 
 



 
 
4. What year did the last maximum occur? 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What is the average time span (nearest tenth of a year) between maxima? 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  What is the average time span between minima? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. What is the average span to complete one sunspot cycle? 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Predict the year of the next maximum: (use graph, answers to 5-7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.   Extrapolate the graph to predict how many sunspots will occur the year you  
graduate High School: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
How does graphing show us that some natural phenomena may by cyclic and or 
predictable? 
 
 
 
 




