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38 bird flu cases found in markets

By Michael Ng               

Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food Yeoh Eng-kiong conceded yesterday that 38 sporadic bird flu cases were discovered among bird samples from five local markets between September and last month. 

But he insisted there were no signs of another outbreak in Hong Kong.

A Food and Environmental Hygiene Department spokesman confirmed a total of 38 bird carcasses and manure samples collected from five markets from September to last month were found to have contracted the H5N1 bird flu virus. 

They included 15 samples from Yeung Uk Road Market in Tsuen Wan, 10 from Po On Road Market in Sham Shui Po, six from Tai Shing Street Market in Wong Tai Sin, another six from North Kwai Chung Market and one from Java Road Market in North Point.

But the spokesman said the genetic sequence found in this virus was different from that in the 1997 outbreak, which killed six people. 

No new cases had been found after the latest market-cleaning day on November 25.

Yeoh stressed there was no evidence that conditions had deteriorated and these cases did not symbolize the start of another outbreak. 

“Under the existing surveillance measures, we have occasionally discovered bird flu cases,” he said. “But most of them are only individual cases and it is not in the scale of the mass outbreak of the same disease in 1997.''

Yeoh said that when hygiene officials returned to these markets and inspected the condition of chickens in market stalls, most of the birds had not been infected. 

He said the existing surveillance system was very efficient and urged people not to worry about such isolated cases.

“I would like to stress that although bird flu has become endemic in Hong Kong, we have already established a sophisticated surveillance and control system. Under such measures, the effect of the surveillance system has been obvious in the past 12 months as it is successful in preventing the outbreak of avian flu in Hong Kong,'' the health chief said, adding that his bureau would study what further monitoring procedures could be taken.

He said the incident at Penfold Park at the Sha Tin racecourse at the start of this month, in which 31 waterfowls were found dead but only two geese were found to have contracted the H5 virus, was “rather special”' and a thorough investigation was being carried out.

A Jockey Club spokesman said veterinarians would closely monitor the health of all horses and the annual Hong Kong International Race Day would go ahead as scheduled on Sunday.
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Description:

This issue is about 38 sporadic bird flu cases discovered in five Hong Kong markets between September and November.   A Food and Environmental Hygiene Department spokesman said that 38 bird carcasses and manure sample collected from five markets such as Yeung Uk Road Market in Tsuen Wan and Po On Road Market in Sham Shui Po were found to have contracted the H5N1 bird flu virus. Although the genetic sequence found in this bird flu virus was different from that in the 1997 outbreak, which killed six people, many citizens were still worried about the disease. 

Explanation:

Since the bird flu has not been proved if it will affect us, none of those chickens had been killed.  Thus, the supply curve remains unchanged.  But due to the disease, people are

afraid of eating chicken, so there is a change in demand of the chicken. From the diagram, we can see that the demand curve shifts to the left.  There is a decrease in demand (D1→ D2) and it leads to a decrease in both the equilibrium price (P1→P2) and the equilibrium quantity (Q1→Q2). (Refer to Fig.1)                                













Because of the infected chicken, people would buy more beef and pork. They are substitutes.  Thus, there is a change in demand of the beef and pork.  From the diagram, 

we can see the demand curve shifts to the right.  So there is an increase in demand of the beef and pork (D1→D2), and the equilibrium price (P1→P2) and equilibrium quantity would increase(Q1→Q2).  (Refer to Fig. 2)
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A decrease in demand of the chicken
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An increase in demand of beef and pork


             Fig. 2
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