Pehlivan

Microeconomics

Term paper handout

WRITING A RESEARCH PAPER
1. Prewriting

· Explore a general subject, generate some ideas about it, select a specific topic, and learn as much as possible.

· Determine your purpose and audience.

2. Writing a thesis statement

· A thesis statement is the main idea of the paper that all other sentences relate to. A thesis statement has two parts—a topic and an opinion you have on that topic. A thesis statement usually appears in the last sentence of the opening paragraph. 

· Exercise: Read your thesis sentence, and ask the following questions: What is the topic of the paper? What is your opinion about it?

3. Developing body paragraphs

· The ideas that support your thesis statement make up the body of your paper.

· Each body paragraph covers one major idea of your thesis.

· Think of details, examples and facts to develop your topic sentences.

· Use a rough outline to plan your paper.

4. Organizing your essay: 

· To organize your essay or paragraph, you can use one of these methods:

a. General to particular

b. Particular to general

c. Chronological

5. Writing the introduction, conclusion, and title

· Introduction: This paragraph introduces your, stimulates your audience’s interest, and presents your thesis statement. Some effective ways to capture your audience’s interest is to give some revealing statistic, comparison or quotation.

· Conclusion: The final paragraph of your paper summarizes the main ideas, predict the future, or offer a solution to the problem.
· Title: A title, usually consists of a few words, gives the reader an idea about the subject, purpose, and focus or the paper. 
6. Revising

· Revising involves both content and form.

a. Revising content means making changes to express your ideas more accurately, and effectively.

b. Revising form consists of making changes in your organization to deliver your message.

7. Editing

· Editing is about finding and correcting errors in grammar, punctuation, mechanics and spelling. 

· Proofread your paper, or ask a friend to read your writing.

8. Bibliography and cover page

· Use the MLA form for cited research.

· Use a cover page.

9. Economic research:

· Use at least three sources from recent and relevant magazines, academic journals and books (especially your textbook for macroeconomic theory background).

· Back up main points with recent data, quotes, and specific facts.

**

You will write your term paper on a microeconomic issue of your interest and choosing, subject to my advice and consent. Please discuss your topic with me to define a problem/question, and get my suggestions on possible sources of information. Here are some questions/issues to get you started.

1. Health care related issues—Why are health care costs rising in the United States?

2. Governments v markets—Evaluate the policies and proposals about “reforming” the health care industry to contain the costs.
3. The housing market—Supply and demand of housing. The reasons behind the soaring house prices.
4. Technology—Globalization, outsourcing, and cost of production. Why do firms use outsourcing? What kinds of firms are involved in outsourcing in recent years, and why? Preferably, choose a specific industry and concentrate on it, given that you are able to find enough information. 
5. Energy—Rising gasoline prices; supply and demand of gasoline. Or an analysis of the crude oil market.
6. Commodity prices—World economic growth and rising commodity prices. Supply and demand of commodities. Preferably pick one commodity and concentrate on that market.
**
