	CERRITOS COLLEGE

ECONOMICS 202 Microeconomics

Instructor: SEZER PEHLIVAN     

E-mail: sezeraltin@yahoo.com

562/860-2451 x4194  Office: SS38  webpage: www.geocities.com/sezeraltin




	Text: 

Bradley Schiller, The Macro Economy Today, the Ninth edition.

Robert L. Heilbroner, The Worldly Philosophers (optional).



	Course description: 

This course is an introduction to microeconomics. It focuses on the behavior of consumers, producers and the government in the market place. We will study scarcity, supply and demand, the price system, utility and profit maximization, competition and monopoly, labor market and the goods market and income distribution. 


	Requirements:

Score above 60 percent on tests and the final exam.  Write a research paper about a microeconomic issue.

Complete homework assignments and current issue summaries. Attend classes regularly and participate into class activities. Read newspapers and magazines and listen to the news about the economy.



	Evaluation:

Term paper


  
  75 points 

Homework, in-class activities 
  50 

Tests  #1-2

 

  80 

Current issue essays  #1-4
 
  40 (See below for more information)

Final exam


  
  75
Grading scale: 90-100% A; 80-89% B; 70-79% C; 60-69% D 




	Current issue summaries:

A sample current issue summary will be handed out during the first class. The recommended sources are the Economist, Time, Business Week, Newsweek, Fortune, Forbes, the Wall Street Journal, Investor Business Daily, the Los Angeles Times, the New York Times, and the Internet articles. 




	Term paper:

In your term paper, you will analyze a microeconomic issue. This semester, I will concentrate on the Economics of Health and Health Care. This industry would be a good choice for your paper. This paper is not about summarizing your sources but analyzing an issue using the microeconomic theory.

Your paper will meet the standards of an academic research paper. Make sure your paper has the following sections: introduction, content and conclusion. Your paper should include a cover page and the copy of your main article, as well as a bibliography listing all your sources.

I will provide more information and some important dates for the paper.

***No late papers.***

	


	Extra credit assignment: Creating and managing an online portfolio. 

	COURSE SCHEDULE AND  READING ASSIGNMENTS

	8/18-8/25

Ch 1: Economics: The core issues

9/1-15


Ch 3: Supply and Demand

9/22


Ch 4: The Public Sector

9/29-10/6                           Ch 5: The Demand for goods
10/13-20  
              Ch 6: The Costs of Production

10/27-11/3                         Ch 7: The competitive firm

11/10                                 Ch 9: Monopoly

11/17

             Ch 10: Oligopoly

11/24                                 Ch 11: Monopolistic competition


12/1-8   

             Ch 15: The Labor market

12/15                                Final exam



	


	Tests and assignments: 

9/1      Current issue #1 (10 points).     

9/29      Test #1; Current issue #2 (10 points).

10/20    Current issue #3 (10 points).   

11/10    Test #2; Current issue #4 (10 points).

12/1      Term paper is due.
**Additional assignments will be given in relation to the chapters covered each week.** 


	Important notes

· Please read the assigned chapters before you come to the classroom.

· If you cannot take a test on the assigned date, you need to contact me before the test to arrange a makeup test. 

· You may collect points through in-class activities. If you are not in the classroom during these activities, you miss these points. There is no make-up.

· I will tell you your responsibilities for each test. Tests and the final exam are a combination of multiple choice and short answer questions. Bring a scantron for tests.

· Neatness counts! Please submit your assignments typed, spell-checked and stapled. I will take points off if your work does not meet my expectations. 

· Academic honesty: You are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic conduct. Academic misconduct is a serious offense. Be aware that you are guilty of cheating whenever you present someone else’s work as your own work. You are also guilty of cheating if you help someone else to cheat. Academic standards are easy to maintain if you are clear about assignments, if you study diligently and seek help when you need it.



	Thank you for your interest in this class. I hope you will enjoy it.


