Microeconomics

Pehlivan

Take-home exam questions: 30 points

The exam is due on the day of the final. 

Please type your questions. Each question should have 3-5 complete sentences.

The following questions are based on “The Health of Nations,” The Economist, July17, 2004.

1. How is health care services financed in the U.S., Canada and some European countries? Please provide a brief review. (4 points)

2. What is the health spending as a percentage of the GDP in the U.S., the U.K., Japan, Germany, and Canada? How did the per-person spending change over the years in the same countries? (3 points)

3. Why do health-care costs go up? List three reasons that were mentioned in the survey. (3 points)

4. What is the life expectancy in the U.S., the U.K., Germany, and France? How is it related to the health-care spending? What contributed most to the increase in life expectancy in the 20th century? (3 points)

5. What are the signs of the poor quality, waste and inefficiency in the medical sector in America? What factors contribute to this result? Answer the same questions for other industrialized countries. Are there differences? (4 points) 

6. How does the information technology affect the medical sector? Evaluate in terms of cost and efficiency. (3 points)

7. What reforms are sought in America to curb the health-care inflation? (4 points)

8. What is “consumer-driven health care”? What can consumers do to have more power in their health-care needs? (3 points)

9. What can governments do to make the health-care markets more efficient? What obstacles exist in the transformation of health systems in America and other industrialized countries? (3 points)
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