what 1s the modern school? .

HE whole value of education
I consists in respect for the
physical, intellectual, and
moral faculties of the child. As in
science, the only possible demon-
stration is demonstration by facts;
education is not worthy of the name
unless it be stripped of all dogma-
tism, and unless it leaves to the
child the direction of its powers and
is content to support them in their
manifestations. But nothing is easi-
er than to alter this meaning of edu-
cation, and nothing more difficult
than to respect it. The teacher is
always imposing, compelling and
using violence; the true educator is
the man who does not impose his
own ideas and will on the child, but
appeals to its own energies.

From this we can understand how
easily education is conducted, and
how light is the task of those who
seek to dominate the individual. he
best conceivable methods become
in their hands so many new and
more effective means of despotism.
Our ideal is that of science; we
appeal to it in demanding the
power to educate the child by fos-
tering its development and procur-
ing a satisfaction of its needs as they
manifest themselves.

We are convinced that the educa-
tion of the future will be entirely
spontaneous. It is plain that we can-
not wholly realise this, but the evo-
lution of methods in the direction of
a broader comprehension of life and
the fact that all improvement
involves the suppression of vio-
lence indicate that we are on solid
ground when we look to science for
the liberation of the child.

Is this the ideal of those who actu-
ally control the scholastic system? Is
this what they propose to bring

about? Are they eager to abandon
violence? Only in the sense that they
employ new and more effective
methods to attain the same end-that
is to say, the formation of individu-
als who will accept all the conven-
tions, all the prejudices, and all the
untruths on which society is based.

We do not hesitate to say that we
want men who will continue
unceasingly to develop; men who
are capable of constantly destroying
and renewing their surroundings
and renewing themselves; men
whose intellectual independence is
their supreme power, which they
will yield to none; men always dis-
posed for things that are better,
eager for the triumph of new ideas,
anxious to crowd many lives into
the one life they have. Society fears
such men; you cannot expect it to
set up a system of education which
will produce them.

What, then, is our mission? What
is the policy we must adopt in order
to contribute to the reform of the
school?

Let us follow closely the work of
the experts who are engaged in the
study of the child, and let us
endeavour to find a way of apply-
ing their principles to the education
we seek to establish, aiming at an
increasingly complete emancipa-
tion of the individual. But how are
we to do this? By putting our hand
energetically to the work, by pro-
moting the establishment of new
schools in which, as far as possible,
there shall rule this spirit of free-
dom which, we feel, will colour the
whole education of the future.

We have already had proof that it
leads to excellent results. We can
destroy whatever there is in the
actual school that savours of vio-

lence, all the artificial devices by
which the children are estranged
from nature and life, the intellectual
and moral discipline which has
been used to impose ready-made
thoughts, all beliefs which deprave
and enervate the will. Without fear
of injury we may place the child in

seu.does.it
seu@teacher.com

Francisco Ferrer,
founder of the
Modern School

a proper and natural environment,
in which it will find itself in contact
with all that it loves, and where
vital impressions will be substituted
for the wearisome reading of books.
If we do no more than this, we shall
have done much towards the eman-
cipation of the child.

Francisco Ferrer, The Modern School

E DUCATION IS NOT WORTHY OF THE NAME UNLESS IT BE STRIPPED OF ALL DOG-
MATISM, AND UNLESS IT LEAVES TO THE CHILD THE DIRECTION OF ITS POWERS AND
IS CONTENT TO SUPPORT THEM IN THEIR MANIFESTATIONS. BUT NOTHING IS EASIER
THAN TO ALTER THIS MEANING OF EDUCATION, AND NOTHING MORE DIFFICULT THAN
TO RESPECT IT. THE TEACHER IS ALWAYS IMPOSING, COMPELLING AND USING VIO-
LENCE; THE TRUE EDUCATOR IS THE MAN WHO DOES NOT IMPOSE HIS OWN IDEAS
AND WILL ON THE CHILD, BUT APPEALS TO ITS OWN ENERGIES.”

For more information visit http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Acropolis/5422/
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