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The Ja p a n es e N a t i o n a l  
H o n o r  S o c i et y  0 6 -0 7  
A total of 13 students from Japanese II 
and III�in spring 06 became members of 
the Japanese National Honor Society 
this year.  The JNHS is affiliated with the 
National Honor Society, sponsored by 
the National Council of Japanese 
Language Teachers and was founded at 
Boston Latin Academy eight years ago. 
 
The JNHS recognizes and encourages 
scholastic academic achievement and 
excellence in Japanese study and 
promotes international understanding 
between the United States and 
Japan.  To become a member, students 
must maintain a 3.5 GPA in Japanese 
and 3.0 GPA in all subjects at the 
midpoint of their 2nd or 3rd year of 
Japanese study. 
Membership is voluntary and members 
make a commitment to contribute to 
Japanese education as peer tutors, 

“K o n ’n i c h i w a ” H e l l o  E v e r y o n e !  

Congratulations to YF U  S c h olarsh ip  R e c ip ie nt!  
S um m e r S tud y  A b road  in J ap an  
Emily Tran (‘0 7 )  – W h e n  I f i r s t  f o u n d  
o u t  I r e c e i v e d  t h e  J a p a n  A m e r i c a n  
Fr i e n d s h i p  S c h o l a r s h i p  f r o m  Y o u t h  f o r  
U n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  y o u ’ d  b e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  
k n o w  I d i d n ’ t  j u m p  f o r  j o y .   In s t e a d ,  I 
h a d  m i x e d  f e e l i n g s .   I w a s  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  
h a v i n g  t o  t a k e  f i n a l s  e a r l y ,  t o  l e a v e  m y  
c o m f o r t  z o n e  b e h i n d ,  a n d  b e  o n  m y  o w n  
f o r  a  w h o l e  6  w e e k s .   B u t  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  
p u s h  a n d  s h o v e  f r o m  m y  s i s t e r  a n d  
w o r d s  o f  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f r o m  m y  
J a p a n e s e  t e a c h e r ,  a  l i f e -c h a n g i n g  t r i p  
h a p p e n e d .   
  
It  w a s n ’ t  u n t i l  a  w e e k  o r  s o  b e f o r e  I h a d  
t o  l e a v e  t h a t  I f o u n d  o u t  w h e r e  I w o u l d  
b e  l i v i n g  i n  J a p a n .   Y FU  m a i l e d  m e  m y  
h o s t  f a m i l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  I f o u n d  o u t  I 
w o u l d  l i v e  i n  M i h a r a -c i t y  i n  H i r o s h i m a  

student activity leaders, teacher's 
aides and volunteers for various 
Japan-related events in the Boston 
area.  
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  N ew  
M em b er s ! 
C l a s s  o f  0 7 :  U y e n  N g u y e n ,  J e a n n e t t e  
L i n ,  E m i l y  T r a n *,  V u n g  T r a n ,  A n n i e  
W u * a n d  T a n y a  Y o u n g                           
C l a s s  o f  0 8 :                                    
M e i  Z h e n  C a o ,  C o n n i e  C h a n ,  L i s a  
C h a n ,  J o n a t h a n  C o l l a d o ,  A n n a  H o a n g ,  
B i  Y u  L i  a n d  A n t h o n y  P a n *               
*O f f i c e r s  
O u r  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i v i t i es  
Japan Day in Boston at Showa 
Boston Institute                      
Volunteer work at Boston Children's 
Museum                                      
Cultural Day Festival at the Japanese 
Language School in the Grader 
Boston 

P r e f e c t u r e  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  m o t h e r  a n d  
t w o  h o s t  s i s t e r s .   S o  I g o o g l e d  M i h a r a -
c i t y ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  c a m e  u p  e x c e p t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  b o m b  
m e m o r i a l  c i t e s .   T h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  I 
c o u l d  t o  b u t  w a i t  i n  c o m p l e t e  
c u r i o s i t y  a b o u t  m y  h o m e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  
6  w e e k s .                                                 
 
B e f o r e  I k n e w  i t  J u n e  1 0 th r o l l e d  
a r o u n d ,  a n d  I s a i d  s e e  y o u  l a t e r  t o  
t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  p l a c e s  I k n e w  b e s t .   I 
t o o k  a n  a i r p l a n e  f o r  5  h o u r s  t o  S a n  
J o s e ,  C a l i f o r n i a  w h e r e  I m e t  a l l  t h e  
o t h e r  s c h o l a r s h i p  r e c i p i e n t s .  W e  a l l  
s p e n t  a n  e x h a u s t i n g ,  b u t  w o r t h w h i l e  
3  d a y s  b r u s h i n g  u p  o n  J a p a n e s e ,  
d o i n g  s o m e  c o o l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  
b e c o m i n g  g o o d  f r i e n d s .    

B o s t o n  L a t i n  A c a d em y
J a p a n e s e  N a t i o n a l  H o n o r  S o c i e t y

Upcoming Events 
♦ The Japanese 

A u t u m n M o o n 
F est i v al  @  B o st o n 
C hi l d r en’ s M u seu m :  
S ept em b er  2 9 ,  
6 : 0 0 -9 : 0 0  pm  

♦ The Japanese 
C u l t u r al  D ay  
F est i v al  @  
Japanese L ang u ag e 
S c ho o l s o f  G r eat er  
B o st o n:  O c t o b er  
2 1 ,  1 : 0 0 -2 : 0 0  pm  

 
H ol id a y s &  F estiva l s 

in J a pa n 
♦ 9 / 1 8  R espec t -f o r -

t he -A g ed  D ay  
♦ 9 / 2 3  A u t u m nal  

E q u i no x  D ay  
♦ 1 0 / 9  S po r t s D ay  
♦ 1 1 / 3  C u l t u r al  D ay  
♦ 1 1 / 1 5  S hi c hi -g o -san 

F est i v al  
♦ 1 1 / 2 3  L ab o r  

Thank sg i v i ng  D ay  



A f t e r  o r i e n t a t i o n  w a s  o v e r ,  w e  a l l  g o t  
r e a d y  t o  l e a v e  f o r  a n  e x c i t i n g  1 2  h o u r  
r i d e  t o  T o k y o !   T h e  r i d e  w a s  l o n g ,  b u t  s o  
w o r t h  i t .   T o k y o  w a s  b e a u t i f u l ,  b u t  a  
l i t t l e  t o o  b u s y  f o r  m y  t a s t e .                             
 
A f t e r  s t a y i n g  i n  T o k y o  f o r  2  n i g h t s ,  I 
r o d e  t h e  S h i n k a n s e n ,  a  b u l l e t  t r a i n ,  t o  
H i r o s h i m a !   W h e n  I l o o k e d  o u t  t h e  
w i n d o w  a f t e r  a  n a p ,  I w a s  a  l i t t l e  
s h o c k e d  ( o k a y ,  R E A L L Y  s h o c k e d )  t o  s e e  
a n  u n b e l i e v a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  r i c e  f i e l d s .   
T o  b e  h o n e s t ,  I w a s  k i n d  o f  w o r r i e d  
t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  e l s e  M i h a r a  h a d  t o  
o f f e r  m e  b e s i d e s  r i c e  f i e l d s .   B u t  a f t e r  
m e e t i n g  m y  h o s t  m o t h e r  a n d  h o s t  
s i s t e r s ,  I k n e w  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  a n  a m a z i n g  
6  w e e k s .   M y  h o s t  s i s t e r  p l a y e d  t h e  
p i a n o  l i k e  I d o ,  s o  w e  l i s t e n e d  t o  e a c h  
o t h e r  p l a y  a  l o t .  T h e y  w e r e  s o  k i n d  a n d  
i n v i t i n g .   P l u s ,  m y  h o s t  m o m  w a s  a n  
A W E S O M E  c o o k .  I c o u l d n ’ t  h a v e  a s k e d  
f o r  a  b e t t e r  h o s t  f a m i l y .  Fr o m  t h e  v e r y  
b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e y  m a d e  m e  f e e l  s o  
c o m f o r t a b l e .  I’ m  s u r p r i s e d  s o m e t i m e s  
t o  t h i n k  b a c k  t o  h o w  s u c h  g o o d  f r i e n d s  
w e  b e c a m e .   T h e y  t o o k  m e  t o  s o  m a n y  
c o o l  p l a c e s ,  s u c h  a s  H i r o s h i m a  c i t y ,  
J a p a n e s e  g a r d e n ,  a n d  s o  m a n y  m o r e .      

S u mmer  S tu d y  A b r oa d  - C ontinu ed  

S tar F e stiv al &  H irosh im a-N agasak i P e ac e  F e stiv al 
at B oston Ch ild re n’s M use um  

Japanese Proverb 
“T h e  m a t u r e  r i c e  p l a n t  

l o w e r s  i t s  h e a d ” 
Maturity brings humility and 

re sp e c t f o r o the rs 
 
 
 
 
 

P le ase  v isit 
http : / / ge o c itie s. c o m/ se nse ibla/  
to  le arn mo re  abo ut J ap ane se  

L anguage  and C ulture   

A utumn Mo o n V ie w ing 

P a g e 2 o f  2 JN H S

B e s i d e s  h a n g i n g  o u t  w i t h  m y  h o s t  
f a m i l y ,  I w e n t  t o  s c h o o l  f o r  4  w e e k s !   I 
w e n t  t o  J o s u i k a n  H i g h  S c h o o l .  M y  
h o m e r o o m  w a s  s o  f r i e n d l y  a n d  t h e y  
a l w a y s  t r i e d  t o  s p e a k  t o  m e  i n  E n g l i s h .   I 
b e c a m e  r e a l l y  g o o d  f r i e n d s  w i t h  s o m e  o f  
t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  w e ’ d  a l w a y s  g o  t o  
k a r a o k e  o r  t o  t h e  a r c a d e s  o n  t h e  
w e e k e n d s .    
                                         
S a y i n g  g o o d b y e  w a s  s o  h a r d .   I w o u l d  
h a v e  n e v e r  i m a g i n e d  6  w e e k s  c o u l d  
h a v e  c h a n g e d  m e  s o  m u c h .   I g r e w  s o  
m u c h  m o r e  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  a n d  c a m e  
h o m e  w i t h  t h e  m o t t o  t o  yatte mite  
e v e r y t h i n g ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  t o  t r y  
e v e r y t h i n g .   I a l s o  w o u l d  h a v e  n e v e r  
i m a g i n e d  h o w  a t t a c h e d  I w o u l d  b e  t o  
m y  h o s t  f a m i l y  a n d  t o  t h e  p l a c e  i t s e l f .   I 
c a n ’ t  b e l i e v e  h o w  m u c h  I f e l l  i n  l o v e  
w i t h  M i h a r a ,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  i t  h a s  t o  
o f f e r .   A l t h o u g h  t h i s  t r i p  w a s  j u s t  6  
w e e k s ,  i t s  m e m o r i e s  a n d  m y  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  I h a v e  m e t  
w i l l  l a s t  f o r e v e r .   
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M e na L am & K ris t ian Tran (‘0 9 )  -  
D u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r ,  w e  h a d  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v o l u n t e e r  a t  t h e  B o s t o n  
C h i l d r e n ’ s  M u s e u m  f o r  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  
e v e n t s :   T a n a b a t a  ( S t a r  Ga z i n g  Fe s t i v a l )  
a n d  t h e  H i r o s h i m a  N a g a s a k i  P e a c e  
M e m o r i a l ,  w h i c h  c o m m e m o r a t e d  b o t h  
J a p a n  a n d  A m e r i c a ’ s  h i s t o r y .   �������� 
 
W e  h e l p e d  w i t h  m a n y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  h a d  
l o t s  o f  f u n  o u r s e l v e s .   D u r i n g  t h e  
T a n a b a t a ,  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  h e l p  k i d s  t r y  
o n  c u t e  y u k a t a  ( s u m m e r  k i m o n o s )  a n d  
g e t a  ( w o o d e n  s h o e s  t h a t  p e o p l e  w e a r  
w i t h  y u k a t a ) .   T h e r e  w e r e  a  l o t  o f  r e a l l y  
c o o l  p r o j e c t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m u s e u m  
s u c h  a s  m a k i n g  r o u n d  f a n s ,  s u m m e r  
g r e e t i n g  c a r d s ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s .   T h e  
H i r o s h i m a  N a g a s a k i  P e a c e  M e m o r i a l  
e v e n t  w a s  a  f u n  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  w a y  t o  
l e a r n  a b o u t  o u r  a n d  J a p a n ’ s  h i s t o r y .   W e  
h e l p e d  o u t  w i t h  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  

m a k i n g � p a p e r  c r a n e s � t h a t  s y m b o l i z e  
p e a c e  a n d  p a i n t i n g  l a n t e r n s .    
 
B o t h  e v e n t s  t h i s  s u m m e r  w e r e  v e r y  
s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  w e  h a d  l o t s  o f  f u n  
v o l u n t e e r i n g  f o r  t h e m .   It  w a s  a  g r e a t  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  h i s t o r y ,  m e e t  
n e w  p e o p l e ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e  o u r  J a p a n e s e !  � � � � � � � � �  
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