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¡Bienvenidos a la clase de Español!


http://www.geocities.com/senoritaej/mypage.html
Welcome to Spanish I.  I am excited to have you in my class this year.  The focus of this class is to begin a degree of proficiency in Spanish through listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  We will also be learning many cultural aspects of Spanish speakers around the world through history, music, art, traditions, daily life, and food.

Think of this…how did you learn your first language?  For the first year or two you didn’t say a word-you just listened and absorbed.  Then you began to speak. Just single words at first, then several words together in a crude sentence.  Your parents didn’t mind if the pronunciation was off or the sentence was imperfect and that you sometimes needed to try two or three times to be understood. They were just delighted to hear you speak and were excited to talk to you, even at a simple level.  Later your sentences matured and you learned how to write the language.  That is the experience I hope to recreate in my classroom. First you will be listening and responding. Then we will enter more into speaking and writing.  Grades will be based on how well you can communicate.  I will be listening and reading with the mind of a native Spanish speaker. If a native Spanish speaker could understand you, the communication is successful.  Grammar will be introduced slowly and then intensify as you mature in the language.  It is, therefore, communication and not grammatical perfection that will guide my grading.
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In the case where your grade is close to the next letter grade I will round the score up depending on classroom behavior, being on time, prepared for class, etc.

I will be assessing you through a variety of means, such as: videos, skits, oral exams, projects, writing assignments, as well as tests and quizzes. Most assignments will be worked on in class but you can expect to have some assignments you will need to work on outside of class and have finished by the next class day.

Tests and quizzes will not be announced beforehand. I do not want to have you “cram” the night before. I want to see what is in your long-term memory. Don’t worry, if you participate and pay attention well you will be well prepared.

I created a website for this class and through it you can look up chapter vocabulary and download handouts from class.  You can also access links to websites for additional help and practice of Spanish.  http://www.geocities.com/senoritaej/mypage.html
If you are absent from class or know you will be absent in advance, it is your responsibility to obtain your make-up work. A sheet explaining what you missed can be found in the basket on the bookshelf near my desk.  All work including homework, tests, quizzes, etc will need to be completed within one week of the absence. In the event of an extended absence, a schedule for make-up deadlines will be established.

Participation is an important factor in this class. You will be expected to follow along, gesture key components of vocabulary, share ideas and answers.  

Classroom Policies

You will need to keep a binder for this class.  Your binder will be an important part of class.  We do not have a textbook, so all of your notes and handouts will be very valuable and need to be organized. They will be very beneficial resources as we become more and more proficient so please keep track of everything!  If you happen to lose something, you can download handouts on my website.

The sections of your binder are as follows:

          1.  Information - grade sheet, course outline

          2.  Verbs -  notes, charts

          3.  Class Activities - any activities, games, group practice, etc.

          4.  Culture - cultural information (holidays, traditions, songs, etc.)

          5.  Compositions - any original compositions; you will be able to track your progress

          6.  Homework 

You do not need to go and buy a Spanish/English dictionary. If you want, great but it is not required at this point. 

Teachers live for questions. If you have one, ask me! I am more than willing to offer you additional help if you need it.  Please come talk to me before class, after class, or during my prep time so we can set up a time to meet and work on the material.  There are also tutors available from my upper level classes who are willing to help if you need it. 
Expectations

You should have all your materials and be seated and ready to go when the bell rings at the beginning of class.  Do not come to class and then ask to go to your locker to get your stuff!

Water is the only beverage to be brought to the classroom.

I am excited for this year, let’s have a great one!


