Role of the three books:

The St Martin's Guide tells you how to put an essay together.
The Elbow book tells you how to put a writing class together.
The Holt book gives you ideas about what to write about so you can know what you want.
The basic notion for this class came out of the problem of designing a semester-length class that people would actually attend for all 15 weeks.    

The whole semester will be an examination of student practices through the lens of self-reflective teaching in the '70s, as it attempted to maintain and extend the cultural revolution of the '60s.  The books we read will advertise teaching/ learning practices with such glowing adjectives as "teacherless" and "free."  They will be full of ideas of how to learn and think and be free.  We will examine them to see what good their ideas can do in this era.  Each of the scholars we study this semester will look back to real life to ask "what does it mean?"  Our task throughout the semester will be in asking just that question, and asking it again and again until we have a philosophy of our own and can enter those interview rooms and classrooms and dissertation meetings knowing that we know what we want.

The John Holt book is about the attempt in the '70s to turn around the educational situation by placing the learner in charge of the first principles of the curriculum.  But it also discusses a wide variety of other subjects, which you may discuss if you so desire.
The first paper will be a profile, specifically of a learner or of a teacher.  We will collect information on specific people and the places in which they reside.  We will be using chapters 3 and 4 of the St Martin's Guide as help.  In order to put together the paper itself, we will be using Peter Elbow's Writing Without Teachers.

The second paper will be a book review, which we will be doing as part of the research we will do for the research paper in this class.  Actual work on one's research paper will begin with this paper.  We will be using the issues in the last portion of Elbow's book (especially the Appendix Essay), but we will especially be using the first eight chapters of John Holt's Freedom and Beyond.  Students looking for structure should consult Chapter 8 of the St Martin's Guide.  You may choose the book you review, but your choice must have a minimum page length (100 pp.), must fit into one of the categories of the discussion, and no two students may review the same book for this assignment.

The third paper will be a conceptual exposition, which should reference a learning situation.  We will look at the learning event in reflection upon Elbow's Appendix Essay.  

The fourth paper will be a longer research paper on topics related to the issues brought up in Freedom and Beyond.  We will be able to discuss various topics of pedagogy, free schooling, philosophy, social philosophy, management, activism, authority, social class, economics, ecology.

The fifth paper will extend an argument that came out of the research paper.  Students looking for structure should consult Chapter 8 of the St Martin's Guide.

TOPICS/ GUIDEBOOKS FOR ENGLISH 1A

Pedagogy: anything by John Holt, Paulo Freire, Peter McLaren, Henry Giroux, A. S. Neill... or how about Grace Llewellyn's The Teenage Liberation Handbook?  Silberman's Crisis in the Classroom, Herndon's How To Survive In Your Native Land, Illich's Deschooling Society,  Carl Rogers' Freedom To Learn is a good example of a non-directive 
Free schooling: anything about Summerhill, or Sudbury Valley, or free schools in the ‘60s and ‘70s.  Jonathan Kozol’s Free Schools is a good source on this topic.
Philosophy: anything on freedom (Abbie Hoffman's Steal This Book, J.S. Mill's On Liberty;) or anarchism, how about B. F. Skinner's Beyond Freedom and Dignity?  Anything by Paul Goodman definitely... 

Social philosophy: Foucault's Discipline and Punish, anything disciplinary about schools and/ or jails (Michelle Fine's Framing Dropouts comes to mind first), classroom management texts (Jeanne Gibbs' Tribes especially, maybe Moorman and Dishon's Our Classroom).
Individualism: Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations, a book much celebrated amongst those who praise capitalism, might be a good place to start.
Communitarianism: A group-authored study titled Habits of the Heart talks about Americans’ longing for community.
Management: The Peter Principle is a book about how, in corporate organization, each individual rises through a hierarchy until he or she has a position that he or she is unqualified to fill.
activism: Saul Alinsky's Rules for Radicals is an easy-to-read manual for how to become an activist. 

authority: Stanley Milgram's Obedience to Authority, books on the Stanford Prison Experiment, Angela Davis' Are Prisons Obsolete? or... B.F. Skinner's Walden Two, George Orwell's 1984, Constructing the Political Spectacle, Cappella and Jamieson's Spiral of Cynicism, Edelman's Constructing the Political Spectacle.
social class: Who Rules America, Holly Sklar's books, bell hooks' Where We Stand, 

economics: John Kenneth Galbraith, Marx's Capital, anything referencing how the rich get richer and the poor get poorer...

ecology: John McMurtry, Worldwatch Institute, IPCC stuff, Garrett Hardin...

