Fassbinder 


English 1A: English Composition
Course #: 37522, Quad 101, 4.00 units

Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30-8:50pm

Instructor: Samuel Day Fassbinder, Ph. D.

Phone: (909) 731-3229

e-mail: senorefe@yahoo.com

FAX: (909) 624-7480

Office Location/Hours: by appointment

Course description: 

Purpose: This course is a basic course in college composition, emphasizing argumentation, paper organization, and the critical reading of college-level texts.

Approach to the Material: To help you meet the requirements of college-level writing, we will focus upon the writing process, and especially upon how college-level writers "get it together" to produce papers that professors like.  We will employ a drafting process to that end, including the production of "I-search" papers.  Student writing will prompt the course's emphasis upon correct grammar and spelling.  We will read extensively in student writing and professional writing to understand how arguments are made to appeal to audiences in particular contexts.

Learning Objectives: After having participated in the activities that comprise this course, you should be able to:

1.  Recognize and develop clarity in your prose

2.  Develop ideas for papers into well-argued essays

3.  Read texts in order to develop paper ideas

4.  Revise written drafts so that they show clear purpose, suitable organization, and convincing overall development.

Prerequisites: to be in this class you must have had a qualifying preparation score based on the DTLS or Accuplacer test and academic background, or you must have earned a grade or C or better in English 50.  (For more information on these requirements, please see the English Department on the second floor of the Quad.)

Required textbooks: Axelrod, Rise B., and Charles R. Cooper.  The 
St. Martin's Guide to Writing.  7th ed.  Boston: 
Bedford/ 
St. Martin's, 2004.

Ehrenreich, Barbara.  Nickel and Dimed; On (Not) Getting By In 
America.  New York: Henry Holt, 2001.

additional readings per instructor's handouts

COURSE SCHEDULE
Date
readings
papers
Feb. 14
Introduction


Feb. 16
Ch. 1, visit writing center

Feb. 21
ch. 5: Toufexis, Olson


Feb. 23
sample papers
I-search paper due

Feb. 28
Angier, Ngo


Mar. 2
(no reading)
Essay #1 concept

Mar. 7
Ch. 6: Estrada, Rauch


Mar. 9
Kurtz, Statsky

Mar. 14
all of Ch. 19

Mar. 16
World Scientists'
I-search paper due

Mar. 21
Weisbrot

Mar. 23
Schmidt
Essay #2 argument 

Mar. 28
Ch. 7: Hertsgaard, Bane

Mar. 30
Newman, O'Malley


Apr. 4
Ch. 20, 709-719

Apr. 6
Ch. 21 (finish)
I-search paper due

Apr. 11-16 Spring Break

Apr. 18 N&D
(in class)
Essay #3 research

Apr. 20 N&D
1-50


Apr. 25 N&D
51-120


Apr. 27



May 2
121-193
I-search paper due

May 4



May 9   N&D
193-end


May 11 "War Stories" (in class)
Essay #4 employment

May 16 "Chomsky for Beginners," ch. 18


May 18 
*** NEWS ***


May 23
*** NEWS ***
I-search paper due

May 25
*** NEWS ***

June 1
you'll be busy
Essay #5 compare/ contrast

June 3
indeed
final exam

-- This schedule is subject to change -- I may have to alter it to fit the demands of this particular class.  

Prerequisites: to be in this class you must have had a qualifying preparation score based on the DTLS or Accuplacer test and academic background, or you must have earned a grade or C or better in English 50.  (For more information on these requirements, please see the English Department on the second floor of the Quad.)

Paper requirements: This is a class of intensive reading/ writing.  There will be five papers, each of which will deal with a specific topic.

The five major papers in this class will be the foci of learning throughout the semester -- thus the class will be divided into five main phases, one for each paper.  Each phase will culminate in the production of a near-complete paper draft, and will include:

* discussions about paper organization and logic, so students can put together papers that argue in an appropriate (i.e. not confused) manner

* opportunities for freewriting, so students will recognize and take advantage of opportunities for conceptual organization

* I-search papers, so that students can collaborate in the refinement of the paper-writing process

* examples of successful papers, and rubrics tying paper achievement to specific grades, so students will know where they stand with respect to the course requirements

* peer review sessions, after which students will be able to pinpoint areas of writing concern and rewrite papers to appeal to specific reading audiences

_________________________________________________________________

Each phase will run as follows:

1) The first paper will be a concept paper.  Students will be required to define a concept, specify examples, and discuss its meaning in the larger world.  This paper will employ readings from Chapter 5.  Minimum: 4 pages.  The first phase of this class should run until February 28th.  Successful students should learn:

* how to explain concepts at a college level

* how to connect examples to evince greater significance

* how to develop logical arguments

2) The second paper will be a direct, argumentative paper, where students will be required to describe arguments that come from different persuasions in an atmosphere of fairness.  This paper will employ readings from chapters 6 and 19.  This paper will recapitulate and address arguments that are not its author's. Minimum: 4 pages.  The second phase should end March 21st.  Successful students should learn: 

* how to make warranted arguments

* how to recapitulate arguments they don't agree with

* how to persuade logically and fairly

3) The third paper will require students to summarize and compare researched articles that explore solutions to social problems.  You will be graded here upon your ability to paraphrase an article -- on whether you can say in your own words what the article itself meant.  Chapters 7, 21 and 22 are important here.  Minimum: 8 pages.  The third phase of this class should run until spring break.  The third paper is the longest paper, and those who do well should learn:

* how to research and write approx. 3000-word research papers

* how to summarize discussions without merely repeating them

* how to read, interpret, and evaluate numerous works on a subject

4) The fourth paper will be about Barbara Ehrenreich's Nickel and Dimed and its relevance to your situation.  It will test your ability to take ordinary elements out of your life and analyze them at a college level.  Minimum: 4 pages.  The fourth phase of this class should last until May 9th, and its successful students will know

* how to write argumentatively about first-person narratives

* how to find patterns in experience

5) The last paper will be a compare-contrast paper between articles from the alternative and mainstream media.  Students will have to do extensive preparatory research and close reading in order to get credit for this paper.  Here you will learn to distinguish form and content issues in texts.  Chapter 18 should help you with this task.  This last phase should complete the semester.  Minimum: 6 pages.  Students who do well in this phase should recognize:

* how news narratives work on the mind

* how issues of form and issues of content differ

* how news texts appeal to specific audiences

Deadlines:


I-search papers will be due during the week they are assigned.  This is a class dedicated to the research paper, and these are papers intended to assist you with your research.  


There will be two sets of deadlines for each paper.  The first set of deadlines are the first draft deadlines.  Absent a documented emergency, students will get no credit for papers if they do not turn in the first drafts on time. There will be no exceptions to this policy because this is a show, and therefore you must participate in the drafting process with us.  Drafting is your opportunity to participate in writer's workship and show off your talent in front of a live audience.  This is not a writing class for the camera-shy.  Expect a certain degree of fun.


The other set of deadlines are the final deadlines.  Final deadlines are typically three weeks after the first draft deadlines, except for the final paper, which can't have a drafting process (sorry).  I can be somewhat lenient about final deadlines, but remember -- it is your obligation to get everything in so I can write comments on it and grade it.  If you don't give me an opportunity to do that, it's not my fault.


You'll also be required to make a presentation during the Nickel & Dimed phase of this class.  The presentations will help you understand the greater context in which writing about work is performed.  It will be easy -- but please present on time.  Scheduling late presentations is hard.

A note on reading: 
If you're still reading an essay as a collection of sentences without looking for any connecting thread tying them together, then you probably need some help in reading at the college level.  In this class, then, we'll be busy working to organize our thoughts so that they can be expressed in forms that will be judged as "college-level," both in reading and writing.

Writing Center
You will be obligated to use the Writing Center for 18 hours this semester.  The 50 points for Writing Center use is up or down, either full credit or none at all.  Drafts that receive a grade of C or lower will have to be reviewed by someone in the writing center staff before the grade can be changed.

Little Stuff
*please keep your cellphones off in class.

*please don't be rude or derogatory.

*please be on time (or be counted absent) -- I can legally drop you after you miss one week of instruction, though I may choose to be lenient with students who have valid excuses.

*ask questions if you don't know (we'll respect you).

*You'll need to bring writing implements and a folder to class so you can store away all of the handouts I'll be giving you throughout the semester.

Grade breakdown

Papers: 5 papers x 100 points each = 500 points

I-search papers: 5 x 20 points = 100 points

Final exam: 50 points

Writing center requirement: 50 points

Participation grade: library requirement (visit the librarian), 20 pts., good attendance, 30 pts., presentation, 50 points

Total points: 800 points

points will be transferred to grades as follows: A = 90%-100%, B = 80%-90%, C = 70%-80%, D = 60%-70%, F = below 60%

