Fassbinder 


English 1A

English Composition

Fall Semester 2005

4.00 Units

code #68005, 8:00-12:40pm Fridays, LVKN D6

Instructor: Samuel Day Fassbinder

Course description: 

Purpose: This course is a basic course in college composition, emphasizing argumentation, paper organization, and the critical reading of college-level texts.

Approach to the Material: This class is a process-oriented writing class.  The pre-writing exercises, including the entries each student will make into a freewriting journal and the I-search papers that will be due, are designed to help students complete the writing process with an eye toward success in writing in academic contexts.  Besides that, however, this class is organized into a single, fifteen-week thematic unit.  The theme of this class will be "pedagogy," which is a fancy name for the justifications teachers use for doing things the way they do.  In addition to the required writing manual, we will read a writing guide and a book of practical thought about schooling, both from the early 1970s.  We will be discussing higher-level questions of purpose and meaning, such as "why are you here?" and "why go to school at all?"  Students will be asked to develop and argue a unique perspective upon issues of learning and society.

Learning Objectives: After having participated in the activities that comprise this course, you should be able to:

1.  Recognize and develop clarity in your prose

2.  Develop ideas for papers into well-argued essays

3.  Read texts in order to develop paper ideas

4.  Revise written drafts so that they show clear purpose, suitable organization, and convincing overall development.

Prerequisites: to be in this class you must have had a qualifying preparation score based on the DTLS or Accuplacer test and academic background, or you must have earned a grade or C or better in English 50.  (For more information on these requirements, please see the English Department on the second floor of the Quad.)

Required textbooks: Axelrod, Rise B., and Charles R. Cooper.  The 
St. Martin's Guide to Writing.  7th ed.  Boston: 
Bedford/ St. Martin's, 2004.

Holt, John.  Freedom and Beyond.  New York: E. P. Dutton, 1972.

Elbow, Peter.  Writing Without Teachers.  Oxford: Oxford UP,
 1973. (and additional readings per instructor's handouts)
COURSE SCHEDULE
Date

readings due
assignments due
Sep. 2
get books
overview

Sep. 9
chapters 4, 20, Elbow 1-47
paper #0: 

Sep. 16
Elbow 48-75, Holt 1-26
ThPiece #1, I-search

Sep. 23
Holt 27-99
ThPiece #2, PAPER #1

Sep. 30
Chapter 8 (library)
I-search paper

Oct. 7
Holt 100-139
PAPER #2

Oct. 14
Chapter 5, 16
ThPiece #3

Oct. 21
Holt 139-183 (library)
I-search paper

Oct. 28
Holt 184-236
PAPER #3

Nov. 4
Chapter 21
ThPiece #4

Nov. 18
finish Holt
I-search paper

Dec. 2
finish Elbow
PAPER #4, pres.

Dec. 9
Chapters 6, 19
presentations

Dec. 16
---
PAPER #5, pres.

Paper requirements: This is a class of intensive writing-reading, intended to culminate in a longer 8-10pp. paper (Paper #4).

The five major papers in this class will be the foci of learning throughout the semester.  The writing processes for each paper will culminate in the production of near-complete paper drafts, and will be accompanied by:

* a "paper #0" on the topic of "why am I here?" intended to focus the writer on the schooling/ deschooling problematic

* "thought pieces" to help students reflect upon the reading

* discussions about paper organization and logic, so students can put together papers that argue in an appropriate (i.e. not confused) manner

* opportunities for freewriting, so students will recognize and take advantage of opportunities for conceptual organization

* I-search papers, so that students can collaborate in the refinement of the paper-writing process

* examples of successful papers, and rubrics tying paper achievement to specific grades, so students will know where they stand with respect to the course requirements

* peer review sessions, after which students will be able to pinpoint areas of writing concern and rewrite papers to appeal to specific reading audiences

Each paper will run as follows:

There will be a "zeroth" paper, a short reflection on the topic of "what am I doing here?"

The first paper will be a profile, specifically of a learner or of a teacher.  We will collect information on specfic people and the places in which they reside.  We will be using chapters 3 and 4 of the St Martin's Guide as help.  In order to put together the paper itself, we will be using Peter Elbow's Writing Without Teachers.

The second paper will be a book review, which we will be doing as part of the research we will do for the research paper in this class.  Actual work on one's research paper will begin with this paper.  We will be using the issues in the last portion of Elbow's book (especially the Appendix Essay), but we will especially be using the first eight chapters of John Holt's Freedom and Beyond.  Students looking for structure should consult Chapter 8 of the St Martin's Guide.  You may choose the book you review, but your choice must have a minimum page length (100 pp.), must fit into one of the categories of the discussion, and no two students may review the same book for this assignment.

The third paper will be a conceptual exposition, which should reference a learning situation.  We will look at the learning event in reflection upon Elbow's Appendix Essay.  

The fourth paper will be a longer research paper on topics related to the issues brought up in Freedom and Beyond.  We will be able to discuss various topics of pedagogy, free schooling, philosophy, social philosophy, management, activism, authority, social class, economics, ecology.

The fifth paper will extend an argument that came out of the research paper.  Students looking for structure should consult Chapter 8 of the St Martin's Guide.

In addition, there will be four short in-class "thought pieces" to help students reflect upon the reading.

Deadlines:


I-search papers and thought pieces will be due during the week they are assigned.  This is a class dedicated to the research paper, and these are papers intended to assist you with your research.  


There will be two sets of deadlines for each paper.  The first set of deadlines are the first draft deadlines.  Absent a documented emergency, students will get no credit for papers if they do not turn in the first drafts on time. There will be no exceptions to this policy because this is a show, and therefore you must participate in the drafting process with us.  Drafting is your opportunity to participate in writer's workshop and show off your talent in front of a live audience.  This is not a writing class for the camera-shy.  Expect a certain degree of fun.


The other set of deadlines are the final deadlines.  Final deadlines are typically three weeks after the first draft deadlines, except for the final paper, which can't have a drafting process (sorry).  I can be somewhat lenient about final deadlines, but remember -- it is your obligation to get everything in so I can write comments on it and grade it.  If you don't give me an opportunity to do that, it's not my fault.


You'll also be required to make a presentation after the research paper is done.  The presentations will help you understand the greater context in which your writing is performed.  It will be easy -- but please present on time.  Scheduling late presentations is hard.

A note on reading: 
If you're still reading an essay as a collection of sentences without looking for any connecting thread tying them together, then you probably need some help in reading at the college level.  In this class, then, we'll be busy working to organize our thoughts so that they can be expressed in forms that will be judged as "college-level," both in reading and writing.

Writing Center
You will be obligated to use the Writing Center for 18 hours this semester.  The 50 points for Writing Center use is up or down, either full credit or none at all.  Drafts that receive a grade of C or lower will have to be reviewed by someone in the writing center staff before the grade can be changed.

Little Stuff
*please keep your cellphones off in class.

*please don't be rude or derogatory.

*please be on time (or be counted absent) -- I can legally drop you after you miss one week of instruction, though I may choose to be lenient with students who have valid excuses.

*ask questions if you don't know (we'll respect you).

*You'll need to bring writing implements and a folder to class so you can store away all of the handouts I'll be giving you throughout the semester.

Grade breakdown

Smaller papers: 4 papers x 100 points each = 400 points

Research paper: 200 points

I-search papers: 4 x 25 points = 100 points

Presentation: 50 points

Writing center requirement: 50 points

paper #0: 30 points

Thought Pieces: four x 30 points = 120 points

Attendance: 50 points

Total points: 1000 points
points will be transferred to grades as follows: A = 90%-100%, B = 80%-90%, C = 70%-80%, D = 60%-70%, F = below 60%

