Rules of the San Beda Senior Law Students’ Constitutional Convention of 2007
RULE I

OFFICERS

SECTION 1. Selection of Officers.- the Constitutional Convention shall select from among themselves a President and a Majority Floor Leader.

SECTION 2. Powers of the President.- The President of the Constitutional Convention shall have the following powers and duties:

(a) To preside over the sessions of the Constitutional Convention;

(b) To preserve order and decorum during the sessions;

(c) To decide all questions of order subject to appeal by any Member of the Convention;

(d) To coordinate and expedite the work of the Convention.

SECTION 3. Floor Leader.- The Floor Leader shall guide the proceedings during the sessions of the Commission so that they may be conducted with order, dignity and decorum, and decide the order of speakers to insure exhaustive discussion of all matters and proposals requiring consideration by the Constitutional Convention.
RULE II

COMMITTEES

SECTION 4. Committees.- The Constitutional Convention shall form the following committees consisting of a Chairperson and such number of members as determined by the Constitutional Convention.

(1) Committee on Preamble 

(2) Committee on National Territory;

(3) Committee on Declaration of Principles;

(4) Committee on Bill of Rights;

(5) Committee on Citizenship and Suffrage

(6) Committee on the Legislative Department;

(7) Committee on the Executive Department;

(8) Committee on the Judicial Department;

(9) Committee on the Constitutional Commissions;

(10) Committee on Local Governments;

(11) Committee on Accountability of Public Officers;

(12) Committee on National Economy and Patrimony;

(13) Committee on Social Justice and Human Rights;

(14) Committee on Education, Service and Technology, Arts, Culture and Sports and the Family;

(15) Committee on General Provisions;

(16) Committee on Amendments or Revisions;

(17) Committee on Transitory Provisions;

(18) Committee on Style and Secretariat

(19) Committee on Ways and Means

SECTION 5. The Constitutional Convention shall finish its work on October 6, 2007 and the Committee on Style shall finish its work of formulating and polishing the style of the final draft of the new Constitution to be submitted to the entire membership of the Convention not later than October 24, 2007.

SECTION 6. The working drafts of the Constitutional Convention shall be the Malolos Constitution, the 1935 Constitution, the original 1973 Constitution and the 1987 Constitution.

RULE III

SECTION 7. Call to Order.- The President shall open the session by calling the Constitutional Convention to order. At every session, the National Anthem shall be sung, followed by an invocation delivered by any Member/s designated by the President.

SECTION 8. Request for Recognition to speak.- Any member who desires to speak may rise and ask recognition by the President. He/she shall not proceed until recognized.

RULE IV

QUORUM

SECTION 9.  A majority of all the members of the Constitutional Convention shall constitute a quorum for it to do business, provided that the Presiding Officer or, in his absence, the Deputy Presiding Officer, is also present.

RULE V

ORDER OF BUSINESS

SECTION 10. The Order of Business shall be:

(a) Roll Call of Members;

(b) Committee Reports;
(c) Interpellation and Debates;
(d) Approval of Committee Report;
(e) Adjournment
SECTION 11. Motion to close debate.- A motion to close the discussion/debate shall be in order after two speeches for and two against, or only after one speech for has been delivered if more has been entered against it.

SECTION 12. Final draft of Constitution. - All constitutional proposals approved by the 
Convention shall be referred to the Committee on Style and Secretariat for collection, organization and consolidation into a complete and final draft of the Constitution. The final draft shall be submitted to the Convention to determine whether it reflects accurately the proposals. Final voting on the final draft shall then follow.

RULE VI

DECORUM AND DEBATE

SECTION 13. Manner of addressing the President. - When a Member desires to speak, he/she shall rise and respectfully address the President, “Mr. President”.

SECTION 14. Recognition of Member to speak. - When two or more Members rise at the same time, the President shall determine and recognize the Member who is to speak first.

SECTION 15. Time Limit for speeches. - No member shall occupy more than three minutes in debate on any question or speak more than once on any question without leave of the Constitutional Convention.

SECTION 16. Decorum and Debate. - The Member who has obtained the floor shall confine himself to the question under debate, avoiding personalities. He/she shall refrain from uttering words or performing acts, which are inconsistent with decorum.

SECTION 17. Conduct during the session. - Members shall attend sessions in proper attire and observe proper decorum.

SECTION 18. Manner of Voting.- Voting shall be either viva voce or nominal.

SECTION 19. Viva voce voting. - If the voting is vice voce, the affirmative vote shall be taken first, then the negative vote.

SECTION 20. Nominal voting .- The Majority Floor Leader shall call alphabetically the Names of Members who shall answer “yes” or “no” upon being called after which the President shall forthwith announce the result.

SECTION 21. Vote required for approval of constitutional proposal.- The final draft of the Constitution or any provision thereof shall require a majority vote of all the Members of the Constitutional Convention.

SECTION 22. Vote of President.- The President shall not be obligated to vote except to break a tie.

RULE VII

RECONSIDERATION

SECTION 23. Who may move. - When a motion is adopted or lost, it shall be in order for a Member who voted with the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof.

RULE VIII

MOTIONS AND THEIR PRECEDENCE

SECTION 24. Precedence of motions.- When a question is under debate, no motion shall be entertained except to adjourn, raise a question of privilege, declare a recess, lay on the table, postpone to a certain day (which motions shall be decided without a debate), amend or postpone indefinitely. Said motions shall have precedence on the foregoing order.

SECTION 25. Amendments. - When a motion or proposition is under reconsideration, a motion to amend and a motion to amend that amendment shall be in order. It shall be in order to offer further amendment by substitution, but it shall not be voted upon until the original motion or proposition is perfected.

SECTION 26. Official record.- The official record of the proceedings of the Constitutional Convention shall be referred to as the Journal of the San Beda Law Student Constitutional Convention of 2006.  Such records shall be kept and maintained by the Committee on Style and Secretariat.

SECTION 27. The Journal .- The Journal shall contain, among others, the following:

(a) Nature of the session, whether special or regular;

(b) Date and place of session;

(c) Nature of the Presiding Officer, Majority Floor Leader, Chair or each Committee and Member thereof;

(d) All motions and resolutions;

(e) Points of order;

(f) Hours of session and adjournment

The Journal shall be signed by the Presiding Officer.
RULE IX

SUPPLEMENTAL RULES

SECTION 28. Supplemental rules.- The Rules of the House of Representatives and the Senate of the Philippines, the Rules of the Constitutional Commission of 1986, and the Jefferson’s Manual may be invoked to govern in a supplemental manner insofar as they are not incompatible with the provisions of the Rules.

RULE X

AMENDMENTS

SECTION 29. Amendments. - Any portion of these Rules may be amended by a majority vote of all the Members.

SECTION 30. Effectivity. - These Rules shall take effect on the date of their adoption.


Adopted, October 1, 2007.

