AN OPEN INVITATION FOR THE LAST DAY OF THE GREAT FEAST

There is a remarkable invitation given by the Malsgin the final Last Great Day during his human
visit:

John 7:37And in the last day of the great feast, Jesusdsémd cried out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let
him come to Me and drink.

John 7:38He who believes on Me, as the Scripture has %@k of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water."

He could not provide what he was promising

It is remarkable firstly because he could not fidt the time he issued it what he was promising.
Notice what the immediately following verse by Jdhlts us:

John 7:39(But He spoke this about the Spirit, which thdyovbelieved on Him should receive; for
Holy Spirit was not yetjiven, because Jesus was not yet glorified.)

John was stating that this promise could only beafter His death, and He was not yet dead. It was
not yet possible for them to receive the Holy 3$piri

Hence it was an invitation for something which cbabt be provided.

A reversal in preaching approach?

The second remarkable thing about this invitatgthat is was open to everyone, no exclusions.
“If anyonethirsts, let him come to Me and drink”.

This would have been complete reversal of His aggrdo preaching, which had been to teach only a
small select group while excluding others from d¢ipportunity to turn to Him.

You may have heard that He preached in parablemke it easier for the crowds to understand his
message. This is not what is recorded in the Nestaheent.

Note what Luke wrote. After hearing parables, rathan being enlightened, even the disciples were
confused. They came to Him and asked why the uparables. He explained the intended meanings
to them, and gave His reasons for the use of pegabl

Luke 8:9 And His disciples asked Him, saying, What migdti pparable be?

Luke 8:10 And He said, To you it is given to know the mysge of the kingdom of God. But to others
| speak in parables, so that seeing they mighs@etand hearing they might not understand.

Luke 8:11 And the parable is this: The seed is the WorGad.
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Notice He said “to others | speak in parableshsb $eeing they migimot see and hearing they might
not understand. “

Matthew also records this incident, and adds e littore.

Mat 13:9 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

Mat 13:10 And the disciples said to Him, Why do You speakhtem in parables?

Mat 13:11 He answered and said to them, Because it is dosgau to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of Heaven, but it is not given to them.

Mat 13:12 For whoever has, to him shall be given, and fadl slave more abundance. But whoever
does not have, from him shall be taken away evanwhich he has.

Mat 13:13 Therefore | speak to them in parables, becalwsagéhey see not, and hearing they hear
not; nor do they understand.

Mat 13:14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaialmieh said, "By hearing you shall hear and
shall not understand; and seeing you shall seslagtinot perceive;

Mat 13:15 for this people's heart has become grossjlamdears are dull of hearing, and they have
closed their eyes, lest at any time they should\stetheir eyes and hear witheir ears and
should understand witlneir heart, and should be converted, and | shouldtheat."

Mat 13:16 But blessedire your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for theay.h

Notice that He wanted the disciples to understarichb was adamant that the general public should
not understand.

If we go back to the Book of John where this Lasgd® Day invitation is recorded, and look at some
other verses, we find a consistency that the gépaldic was not even invited at that time.

John 6:37All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me] #meone who comes to Me | will in no
way cast out.

He is saying that the Father is in control of wh@adcepted by the Messiah. The verse does not say
“All who decide for themselves to come to Me, Ilwi no way cast out.”

John 6:44No one can come to Me unless the Father whodradie draw him, and | will raise him
up at the last day.

Now He is claiming that “ No one can come to Measslthe Father who has sent Me draw him.”

This evidence indicates that there were only séfettations before His death, but didn't thingsaehe
after His resurrection?

The Temple Veil

Mat 27:51 And, behold! The veil of the temple was tornwotfrom top to bottom. And the earth
quaked, and the rocks were sheared,

The barrier between God and man, symbolized byefien front of the Holy of Holies, was removed.
Does this mean that everyone then had the opptyrti;ngo to God?
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Later, as described in Acts chapters 10 and 1&yRets shown a puzzling vision which led him to the
home of a devout gentile, Cornelius, to withessatmeptance of Cornelius and his family by God.
Prior to this event, the believers, mostly devaws by culture, did not associate with gentiles.

Some people think this incident was intended tael young church they could eat prawns and other
“unclean” food. The Resurrection changed historgkimg it possible for people to change to what
pleases God, regardless of background, descepasbiculture. It did nothing for prawns, crabs,
spiders, dead dogs, or rotting birds. They remainlegt they had been before the Crucifixion.

Act 11:15 And as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit felltbem, as on us ate beginning.

Act 11:16 And | remembered the Word of the Lord, how Helsdohn indeed baptized with water, but
you shall be baptized witlne Holy Spirit.

Act 11:17 If God gave to them the same gift as totisy having believed on the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was | to be able to prevent God?

Act 11:18 When they heard these things, they were silethigdorified God, saying, Then God has
also granted repentance to life to the nations.

But was it now possible for everyone, not justlecdew?
Let's look at the what Paul wrote, years after Pe&xperience. Paul wrote to the Christians at &om

Rom 11:7 What then? Israel has not obtained that whiskatks, but the election obtaingdand the
rest were hardened

Rom 11:8 even as it is written, "God gave to them a spirlumber, eyes not seeing, and ears not
hearing” until this day.

Rom 11:9 And David said, "Let their table become for arsrend a trap and a stumbling block and a
recompense to them.

Rom 11:10 Let their eyes be darkened so that they mayemtand their back always bowing."

Rom 11:111 say then, Did they not stumble that they fak? it not be! But by their slipping away
came salvation to the nations, to provoke theneatopsy.

Rom 11:12 But if their slipping aways the riches ofhe world, and their default i$e riches ofthe
nations, how much more their fullness?

It was still the same story: an elect, or seleotigr obtained, but the rest were hardened sohbat t
missed out. Yet Paul refers in verse 12 to “theliness”.

Their fullness, and that of preceding generatibasin't happened. But Paul was confident that there
was to be a future time when things would be mayte.r

Rom 11:25For | do not want you to be ignorant of this neygt brothers, lest you should be wise
within yourselves; that blindness in part has hapgeo Israel, until the fullness of the nations ha
comes in.

Rom 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved; ...

Paul tells us that the blindness will continue fuitie fullness of the nations has comes in.” What
happens then? “And so all Israel shall be saved;”
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The question that follows is: when will that be?aTthought is continued later in this article ioHa's
only report. Why?”

Peter missing from Rome

Incidentally, the fact that Paul wrote to the graafRome indicates that the Apostle Peter hadrneve
been to Rome. Note what Paul wrote in the same:book

Rom 15:20 Yea, so | have been eager to preach the gospelhere Christ was named, lest | should
build on another man's foundation;

Paul states he eagerly preached where no othehathpreached, so he would not be building on what
some other man had established. The only logiaatlasion is that the Apostle Peter had never been t
Rome. This should not be a surprise, because &ateit as his duty to go to the “circumcision”, ioo

the “gentiles” or “nations”.

Gal 2:7 But on the contrary, seeing that | have beerustadwith the gospel of the uncircumcision, as
Peter to the circumcision;

Gal 2:8 for He working in Peter to the apostleship of ¢ireumcision also worked in me to the
nations.

Gal 2:9 and knowing the grace given to me, James, anti@&eand John, who seemed to be pillars,
gave right hands of fellowship to Barnabas andthe, wego to the nations, but they to the
circumcision.

Note that three times in three verses, Paul wiaEeReter was to work with the “circumcision”, not
with the “nations”, to which he Paul was assigned.

Paul claimed of himself to the Romans: “ | am thesdle of the nations (gentiles)”. Yes, Paul, not
Peter.

Ezekiel's Resurrection

Long before the time of the Messiah, the prophekiet had a vision of a future event involving very
many people long dead.

Eze 37:1 The hand of Jehovah was on me, and brought ntleeb$pirit of Jehovah, and made me rest
in the midst of a valley, andiitas full of bones.
Eze 37:2 And He made me pass among them all around. Ahdlevery manywvere on the face of

the valley. And lofhey were very dry.

Eze 37:11 And He said to me, Son of man, these bones are/tiole house of Israel. Behold, they
say, Our bonesre dried and our hope is lost; we are cut off by eluss.
Eze 37:12Therefore prophesy and say to them, So saysdteJehovah: Behold, O My people, | will
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open your graves and cause you to come up outwfgraves, and will bring you into the land of
Israel.

Eze 37:13And you shall know thatdm Jehovah when | have opened your graves, O My peapt
have brought you up out of your graves.

Eze 37:14And | shall put My Spirit in you, and you shalld, and | will place you in your own land.
And you shall know that | Jehovah have spoken @we ldone it, says Jehovah.

Note that verse 14 shows these people had ndBbdts Spirit, and therefore had not been Christians
(Romans 8:9 tells us “But if anyone has fi@t Spirit of Christ, he is none of His”. )

Ezekiel is therefore previewing a time when all gibgl Israelites who had died before then, would be
resurrected to a new physical life.

This vision would have been well known to the Jatvthe time of the Messiah, including Paul.
Putting Ezekiel and Romans together

It seems reasonable that there will be only one tivhen all of the dead who had been spiritually
blinded will be resurrected and have their spitieiges opened for the first time.

Paul told the Romans it would be when the fullrifsbhie nations has come in. When will that be?

Let us look at the annual holy days given by Gotstael, but eliminated from the Graeco-Roman
based Christianity which is widely followed today.

These days picture the great plan of God for us.
God's Festivals
These festivals are outlined in chapter 23 of thekBof Leviticus.

Lev 23:2 Speak to the sons of Israel and say to themf&8dsts of Jehovah, which you shall proclaim,
holy convocations, even these are My appointeddeas

Note these are not the feasts of Moses, not tistsfed the Jews, not the feasts of Israel, bufdhsts
of Jehovah (or similar name, there being some taiogy over the exact name).

The festivals include three harvests over the yRalestine, like many other areas, has two grain
growing seasons each year. One is in the springes@ng the grain grown over winter. The other is
for grain grown over summer, and this is the lagep.

At the time of the Exodus from Egypt, God told theaelites to start their year then, in the Spriag,
the time of the smaller crop.

Thefirst harvest in Leviticus 23 is the Wave Sheaf Offering.

Lev 23:9 And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,
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Lev 23:10 Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, Wberhave come into the land which | give
to you, and shall reap the harvest of it, then stoail bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your hesv
to the priest.

Lev 23:11 And he shall wave the sheaf before Jehovah tedsved for you. On the next day after
the sabbath the priest shall wave it.

Lev 23:14 And you shall eat neither bread, nor parchedhgraor green ears, until the same day, until
you have brought an offering to your Gédshall be a statute forever throughout your generations
in all your dwellings.

This harvest was ceremonial and did not itself poedenough grain to feed the people.

However it was extremely important in that theyldoeat no bread, no parched grain, no fresh grain,
no green grain, until this sacrifice had been ammkThis instruction is ignored today, as it basn
for centuries).

The wave sheaf offering represents the presentafitme Resurrected Christ on the morning after the
weekly sabbath after his Crucifixion.

Joh 20:17 Jesus said to her, Do not touch Me, for | haveyabascended to My Father. But go to My
brothers and say to them, | ascend to My FatherYana Father, antb My God and your God.

Later that day He was back on earth talking talissiples.

Joh 20:19 Then the same day at evening, being the firtt@tabbaths, when the doors were shut
where the disciples were assembled for fear ofiéves, Jesus came and stood in the midst, andosaid t
them, Peace to you!

A lesson from this very tiny harvest is that novest of any people could take place if this hangest
not carried out first. Fortunately for us, the Fathccepted this harvest and salvation is now plassi

Thesecond harvestvas seven weeks later, described in Leviticus 222.5This is the feast of weeks,
also known as Pentecost. It represents the havbdsbse first called.

1Co 15:23 But each irhis own order: Christ the first-fruit, and afterwaleey who are Christ's at His
coming;

Thethird harvest is the large harvest held after summer, in thesgviunar month of Leviticus 23.
This is an eight day festival, comprising the sedlap Feast of Tabernacles, immediately followed by
the Last Day (or Great Day).. This eighth day éated very briefly in the Old Testament: it is keft

the New Testament to explain its significance.

Lev 23:36 Seven days you shall offer a fire offering toadah. On the eighth day shall be a holy
convocation to you. And you shall offer a fire oiffgy to Jehovah. lts a solemn assembly. And you
shall do no work of labor.

Following on from the meanings that we have beé&hftwr the first two harvests, this latter harvest
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must be for the rest of humanity.

Now let us look again at the invitation of John 7.

John's only report. Why?
Here is the remarkable invitation which began #nigle.

John 7:37And in the last day of the great feast, Jesusdsémd cried out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let
him come to Me and drink.

John 7:38He who believes on Me, as the Scripture has %@idt, of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water."

As shown above, this invitation was not deliveradiléhe time it was made, and, being open to
“anyone who thirsts”, was at odds with God's practf working with only a small group and not with
the masses, a practice which applied before aed thfs invitation. This consideration leads talier
questions:

Why was it made at all? Why is there so little népd here?
Since it did not apply then, it must be for theuhet

Because the people at the time did not know whatvatetalking about, the words must have been for
people in a later time.

Why is the inclusion in the Gospel of John so short

The statement that this occurred on the “Last Odh@ Great Feast” (Modern King James Version, as
elsewhere in this article unless stated otherw@ethe last, the great day of the feast” (Young's
Literal Translation), serves to link the invitatiomthe Last Day, also known as the eighth dayef t
Feast of Tabernacles.

The Old Testament tells little of the meaning & ttast Day. It immediately follows the seven dalys o
the Feast of Tabernacles or Booths, implying itespnts an important event in God's Plan closely
associated with the event represented by the Béadstbernacles.

This verse in John's Gospel tells us more: thaL#st Day is related to a time when all, even those
who have died, will have a fair opportunity forsgtion as have those relatively few who have alyead
been called. One sentence is enough to help us thakknk.

Later in his life, the Apostle John wrote more,iggzus more details of what is to come.
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Revelation reveals

There is more information provided some decades,lagain through John, this time via the Book of
Revelation.

After the horrors of the seven seals, the sevangats, and the seven bowls of wrath, and the
elimination of the servants of Satan, we read:

Rev 20:1 And | saw an angel come down from Heaven, hathiedey of the abyss and a great chain
in his hand.

Rev 20:2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpehp is the Devil and Satan, and bound him
a thousand years.

Rev 20:3 And he cast him into the abyss and shut him wpsat a seal on him, that he should deceive
the nations no more until the thousand years shoeildiifilled. And after that he must be loosed a
little time.

Rev 20:4 And | saw thrones, and they sat on them, andméohy was given to them. Aricsaw the
souls of those who had been beheaded for the witnfe}esus and for the Word of God, and who
had not worshiped the beast nor his image, noréaelvediis mark on their foreheads, nor in
their hands. And they lived and reigned with Chaishousand years.

Rev 20:5 But the rest of the dead did not live again uthi@éd thousand years were finished. Thkighe
first resurrection.

There will be one thousand years free from Satanitannfluences, one thousand years of peace and
freedom and happiness and prosperity, foretold @hnhy the Feast of Tabernacles.

What of the Last Day, which follows immediatelyeafthe Feast of Tabernacles?

Rev 20:7 And when the thousand years have expired, Sathhenoosed out of his prison.

Rev 20:8 And he will go out to deceive the nations whick i the four quarters of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them together to battle. The nurobthemis as the sand of the sea.

Rev 20:9 And they went up over the breadth of the eartharcled around the camp of the saints, and
the beloved city. And fire came down from God ouHeaven and devoured them.

Rev 20:10 And the Devil who deceived them was cast intolthiee of Fire and Brimstone, where the
beast and the false propheire . And he will be tormented day and night foreved aver.

Rev 20:11 And | saw a great white throne, and Him sittimgitp from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away. And a place was not found fomthe

Rev 20:12 And | saw the dead, the small and the greatddtafore God. And books were opened, and
another book was opened,ich is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged outhafse things
which were written in the books, according to thvearks.

Rev 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead in it. And deathhafidlelivered up the dead in them. And
each one of them was judged according to their svork

When the thousand years expire, the rest of the dembrought back to life. They will see for

themselves the difference between the world theadlin, under Satan's influence, and the worldef t
Millennium, blessed by God and free from Satan.ylw#i be amazed at the difference.
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Verses 12 and 13 tell us these newly resurrecteplpeare “judged”. Does this mean appearing in a
court and being sentenced? Note that Peter wratdthibse being called now are being judged now:

1Pe 4:17For the timenas come for the judgment to begin from the house of Godd A it first begins
from us, whatvill be the end of those disobeying the gospel of God?

This process does not involve just a one time appea in a court. It involves our daily lives, how
respond to different events, how we behave proselgti Can we expect any less for these risen dead?
The prophecy of Ezekiel 37 expresses care, affgdtelp, and assistance. Read all of it in Ezeliel

There is a prophecy of a peaceful abundant penidde future, when Jehovah has created a new
society, found in Isaiah 65. The duration is imglie be one hundred years, see verse 20. This seems
to fit well with the Last Day of the Great Feast.

Isa 65:16He who blesses himself in the earth shall bless Hinséhe God of truth. And he who
swears in the earth will swear by the God of trbégause the former troubles are forgotten, and
because they are hidden from My eyes.

Isa 65:17 For, behold, | create new heavens and a new.gamththe things before will not be
remembered, nor come to mind.

Isa 65:18 But be glad and rejoice foreverthat which | create; for behold, | create Jerusalem a
rejoicing, and her people a joy.

Isa 65:191 will rejoice in Jerusalem, and | will rejoice My people; and the voice of weeping will no
more be heard in her, nor the voice of crying berdhén her.

Isa 65:20 There will not be an infant, nor an old man thas$ not filled his days. For the child will die
a hundred years old; but the sinném is a hundred years old will be despised.

Isa 65:21 And they will build houses and live them; and they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit

Isa 65:22 They will not build, and another live them; they will not plant, and another eat. For like
the days of a treere the days of My people, and My elect will long enjbe work of their hands.

Isa 65:23 They will not labor in vain, nor bring forth feerror. For theyare the seed of the beloved of
Jehovah, and their offspring with them.

Isa 65:24 And it will be, before they call | will answernd while they are still speaking, | will hear.

Isa 65:25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, andltbe will eat straw like the ox; and dust
will be the food of the snake. They will not hurt nor dagtin all My holy mountain, says Jehovah.

The Last Day of Leviticus 23 implies that the fetymdgment of those who have not been given an
opportunity for salvation is a significant periotitime, worthy of its own annual holy day.

Isaiah implies it will be one hundred years long.
John 7 implies it is a time when the King of Kingl greet each and every one of them with open
arms, saying

If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. W&o believes on Me, as the Scripture has saidt "Ou
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water."
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