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For my “Eat the Future” interview I have chosen to interview Michel G. Haddad, my step father. He was born in Ottawa in 1958 and works as a computer consultant. He received a bachelor’s degree in computer science from the University of Ottawa and began working after that point in time. Although he has had many jobs, in many places, at the current time he works for Public Works which is a government organization which deals with many wide spread issues.


When he was a child, he had no intention of going into the computer field; he was more interested in law or medicine. He knew nothing about computers, had never had significant access to one, so he had little information about the career. High school is where that changed for Mr. Haddad. After various courses in computer science, he decided that the computer field was for him. No longer did he consider law or medicine alternatives; but wanted to solely focus on computer science. Another factor which helped him make this decision was the fact that many of his friends got into the same profession.


Mr. Haddad says that one of the biggest surprised about his computer science course in university was the heavy mathematic focus. Otherwise it was a fairly straight forward course. After graduating from university he took a job as a “software programmer” with the Metropolitan Life Corporation.


One of the biggest differences between his job now and his job when he started is that he must deal with people. He says that as he moved up the corporate ladder the focus on people skills grew more and more important. You must be able to properly manage those who you are responsible for. Although when he started, he worked solely with computers; now he deals with people more than he works with computers.


Mr. Haddad also adds that without his friends he doesn’t know where he would be today. He says that friends have helped him out in many different situations. Not only getting accustomed to one place, but also getting jobs in new places. He says nothing beats having friends in the same field as you, it just makes it that much more enjoyable.


He also adds that a constant updating in your knowledge is very important. If you don’t keep track of new developments, the field will pass you by and you will be lost. He has attended several courses at various learning institutions after his original degree to sharpen skills in specific areas.  


The best thing about the computer field is that it is fascinating, demanding work. Especially since it changes so much, it will keep you on your toes. One of the downsides of his current position is “office politics”. Mr. Haddad says they are present at any position but still not an enjoyable part of the job. 


According to him, if someone is looking to find a career in the computer field, there are some key qualities he should possess. They should be good with technology and mathematics and also be able to think logically. However, the most important aspect is to have good training and to keep up with new developments (e.g. Java, the Web, etc).  Also, it is important to make connections with people who make hiring decisions. There are groups and organizations that you can join. Mr. Haddad adds that he believes the computer field is one that will become more and more popular in the future; as we increase our dependence on machines and technology.

CONCEPT CHART
Questions for Interview
1. As A child what career did you want to go into?

2. Why didn’t you end up going into that career?

3. What made you decide to become a computer consultant?

4. Were there any outside influences that made you decide on this?  i.e. family or friends.

5. What course did you take in university to do this?

6. Was the course different than you expected it to be?

7. What was the first job you took after graduating from university?

8. Was there anyone who you met that helped you succeed in your career?

9. If someone wanted to become a computer consultant are there any tips you would give them?

10. What are the main skills someone must possess to work in your field?

11. Have you ever gone back to school since you started working?

12. What courses did you take and why?

13. Do you feel that those courses have benefited you?

14. Are there any differences between your job now and your job when you started working?

15. If so are those changes for the better or worse?

16. What is the best thing about your career?

17. Is there anything you don’t like about your job?

18. Have you ever considered changing careers, if so to what? 

19. If you could go back in time, would you choose a different career?

20. If yes, what would it be?

21. Do you think your career is one that will be popular in the future? Why or why not?
