Geography Notes

Sec 3 Express/Sec 4 Express [Revision]
Differences and similarities between problems faced by subsistence wet rice cultivation and Plantation agriculture

	Subsistence Wet rice cultivation
	
	Plantation

	· Social

Reason:

· A subsistence farm yields has little surplus or profits.
	Type of problem
	· Economic

Reason: 

· A plantation farmer requires large amounts of capital 

	· Independent of price fluctuations
Reason:

· Little output
· Thus, less affected by any price change

Why?

· The profit or earning are usually goes to the landlords.


	During Price fluctuations
	· Price fluctuations

Reason:

· Dependent on the  demand from user countries 

· When prices drop during economic recession, huge losses are incurred.

	· May face Labour shortage 

Reason:

Young men are leaving their villages to find work in the cities.
	Labour
	· Labour shortage

Reason:

· Plantation are the uneven sharing of profit and high production cost.
· Labourers receive a tiny percentage of the profit.

	· No competition
Reason:

· Rice is a staple food.
	Competition
	· Face competition from substitutes

Reason:

· Palm oil faces competition from other vegetable oils

· E.g. Corn oil, soya bean oil

	· Need to expand their output production

Reason:

· Their output is too little

· Cannot pay their debts or loans made from landlords
	Areas of Expansion
	· Need to expand their markets

Reason:

· Increase their profits

· Commercial farming system



	Similarities

	· Loss of resistance to disease

Reason:

As both cultivations are monoculture, a disease or pest attacking one plant may easily spread throughout both cultivations. 


