NOTES ON TOURISM- WEST COAST OR EAST COAST
GEOGRAPHY ELECTIVE

SEC 3/4/5 EXPRESS/ N (A)

With reference to the map of Peninsular Malaysia and studies you have made, explain why tourisms is better developed on the west coast than on the east coast of Peninsular Malaysia?
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	Factors
	Reasons (West Coast)
	Supporting details

	Accessibility
	· Accessible by road, rail and air
	· Airport: Kuala Lumpur International Airport & other international airport

· Roads: N-S Highway (linking Johore Bahru to Alor Star), trunk roads 

· Railway: Parallel to the highway
· Port: Port Klang

· Pulau Langkawi on the west can get tourists from ships.

	Weather conditions
	· The west coast is sheltered from the NE monsoon and SW monsoon.
	· No serious floods

· Safe for water sports at any time

· The more protected west coast can be visited at any time of the year.

	Amenities
	· More amenities as it is more densely populated with greater economic development
	· Towns: Kuala Lumpur, Ipoh, Penang

· Many urban centers have a wide range of hotels to suit tourists’ budgets, many new shopping centers and a great variety of food ranging from local to international.

	Attractions
	· More attractions due to the development by the colonial masters
	· Historical attraction: A Famosa

· Beach resorts: Pulau Pinang,Port Dickson

· Hill resorts: Cameron Highlands, Genting Highlands

· Natural attraction: Pulau Langkawi

· Man made attraction: Twin Towers

	Ancillary services
	· More aggressive marketing is done for the west coast
	· Presence of more tourist agencies in the west coast

	Actions of government
	· The Malaysian government tends to promote attractions.

· E.g. Genting highlands, KL, Pulau Pinang
	· The existence of infrastructures


	Factors
	Reasons (East Coast)
	Supporting details

	Accessibility
	· Coastal towns are not linked by rail
· The road system is not as well developed as on the west coasts
	· 1 trunk road
· Served by very few airports

	Weather Conditions
	· The onshore NE monsoon brings heavy rain.
	· Serious flooding washes away bridges and makes roads inaccessible.

· Unsafe for sea sports at the beginning and end of the year.

	Amenities
	· Less developed east coast has fewer and smaller towns, resulting in fewer amenities.
	· Mainly less developed rural landscape

	Attractions
	· Less developed east coast lead to less attractions
	· Not developed by the colonial masters

	Ancillary services
	· Less marketing is done for east coast
	· Lack of tourists attractions & agencies

	Government Actions
	· Relatively little efforts from the government to promote East Coast aggressively.
	· Lack of tourists attractions & agencies & infrastructure
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