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PROBLEMS FACED BY SUBSISTENCE WET RICE FARMERS

	Problems
	Elaboration

	1. Size of farmers
	· Many subsistence wet rice farmers farm on plots from fragmented land.
· Fragmented land is less than 2 hectares.

· (1) These plots are uneconomical to farm.

· The farmers waste time getting from plot to plot.

· (2) They cannot manage the scattered plots effectively.

· The plot boundaries take up land.

· (3) This makes the government difficult to plan an irrigation drainage project in an area with small, scattered plots.

	2. Shortage of labour
	· Many young people find that secondary industry is more profitable than primary industry.

· Thus, they move to the urban area to seek for jobs.

· This makes it difficult to find able-bodied young men to work on the farms.

· In the end, many farms are run by older people, resulting in low productivity.

	3. Poverty
	· Poverty arises when high capital is needed to buy machines to overcome the problem of shortage of labour and buy fertilizers to increase productivity.

· Thus, these farmers have to resort to borrow from moneylenders.

· However, these farmers may not know how to use them (fertilizers, machines) properly.

· This lowers the productivity.

· Thus, they have no money to return the moneylenders.

· They have to mortgage their farmlands to pay their debts.

	4. Illiteracy
	· Illiterate farmers tend to be resistant to changes in agricultural practices.
· They stick to their traditional methods.

· Thus, they have low productivity which cannot compete with commercial farmers.

	5. Natural hazards
	· Unreliable rains may arrive late or early or bring too much or too little water.

· Floods and droughts destroy crops.

· Weeds compete with the crops for nutrients.

· Diseases destroy the crop.

· Birds and rats attack the ripening crop.

· All these hinders the productivity of the crop, resulting in loss of income by the farmers.


