SEC 4 EXPRESS GEOGRAPHY ELECTIVE NOTES

COMMON MISTAKES (ESSAY)
	CHAPTER
	MISTAKES /REMINDER
	SUGGESTION(S)

	GENERAL

`
	When describing trends based on different countries in a pile of statistics, please group all the countries given into respective continents. Finally, describe the trends based on the respective continents.
	

	
	When describing trends, please do not just merely state the value/numbers/statistics. Please use keywords such as drastic increase/decrease. In other words, please note any fluctuations and not forgetting to mention the general trend. 
	

	
	When you are asked to compare and contrast, please compare with a common apple (aim).

E.g. Compare method A and method B.

WRONG METHOD:
1. Do not just state the difference in method A and state the difference in method B.

E.g. Method A is labour-intensive, extensive farming, low technology but Method B is capital-intensive, intensive farming, high technology.
	You have to state the difference in method A with respective to method B.

E.g. Method A is labour-intensive but method B is capital-intensive. Method A is extensive farming but Method B is intensive farming. Method A uses low technology but Method B uses high technology.

	
	When you are asked to use the picture to explain certain issue, do not merely copy all the details or most of the details to your answer. 


	Instead, you should use the details from the picture to analyse and quote some of the information for elaboration or expansion of your answer.

	
	Students are often confused between economic activities and features.

1. Identify all the economic activities that are practised in the sketch map.

2. Identify all the features from the sketch map that indicate the presence of secondary economic activities.
	Your answer cannot be sugar cane factory in Q1 as it is a feature not economic activity. Your answer should be the processing of sugar cane.

	
	If you are given a newspaper article on the views expressed by a certain person and the question asks you to comment on it with reference to the article, do not merely quote his/her views from the article. (RE: NOV 2003 O level)
	You should quote them and response to it by agreeing or not or using any background information- that includes your knowledge.

	
	Students often thought that the keyword state means identification of a certain issue. 
	In fact, Students should include a brief explanation of the identified points.

	Agriculture
	1. Describe the land use in Singapore. 

2. Describe the distribution of all the farming practices in Peninsular Malaysia.
	1. In Singapore, the land is used for agriculture, tourism. [Just state the usage)

2. Cattle ranching are practised in the NS of the map. Plantation is practised in the center of the map. [Just state the distribution by using compass direction,etc]

	
	If you are asked to compare the two methods of cultivation, never describe both methods by putting a ‘but’ in the middle. This is not comparing of two methods of cultivation.
	You should compare the two cultivation in terms of their characteristics.

	
	Students often thought that yield reaped from the cultivation was not given in the statistics of a question as the statistics contains total land size and total output produced.
	In fact, students can use the total output to be divided by the total land size to get the yield [Total output/ total land size] reaped

	Industry
	Students often cannot differentiate between outsourcing and global industrial shift.
	· Outsourcing means businesses have been shifted but not all.
· E.g. The IT industry is outsourced as it still retains its R&D in Singapore.

· Global industrial shift means businesses have totally been shifted.

	Development
	If you are given a list of indicators to show development, note the indicator – GNP, GDP, total power (energy) consumption.
	A high GDP, GNP, total power (energy) consumption does not mean a high standard of living. 

Reason: Modern technology has energy-saving equipment such as aircon.

Instead, use GNP/GDP/total energy consumption per person. This will be better indicators to show standard of living. You have to do this by using the indicators such as GNP divided by the total population.


