UPPER SECONDARY
GEOGRAPHY ELECTIVE
Interpreting Geographical Pictures

Name:

Class: Sec 3 [ ]
Date:

Marks: /45

Interpreting geographical pictures is a skill that must be on your fingertips after this lesson.

Reason: In your geography elective exams, you will be asked to MAKE REFERENCE(S) to
geographical pictures in order to answer the questions stipulated.

Common mistake: Candidates pick out the details in the geographical picture WITHOUT
EXPLAINING how this affects the situation.

Type 1

EXAMPLE 1

Pesticides
Fertiliser raise yields
raises crop bL_Jltd(ijamage
yields but wildlife

pollutes

Loans and
grants for
new equipment

Removing
hedgerows
and woods

Machinery

by
; 0 :ﬁ%u- J
So much is by 1\‘[?' < e
produced it P‘MWFI,-!',?;;; 00d pric
cannot all be i FM FTr"Ja:r; ATl or crops |2
sold - mountains o gl (1110 ) guarantee

by the
government

T el ”:r "“ ) I.
f food d YT A TR AT
T

0

\ ""'.’
].}MH"'
Figure 1

LY
Source: Revision Geography Elective, Redspot publishing
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With reference to figure 1, explain how modern agricultural practices designed to increase
productivity, can have harmful effects. [4]

Wrong Answer:
The usage of fertilizers pollutes water supplies. Pesticides damage wildlife. Increased crop

production leads to storage of food. The farmers need to pay loans and grants for new
equipment.
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This candidate will be awarded 0 mark even though he/she is able to identify the points and /or
rephrase the points in their own words without explaining.

However, some candidates feel that the diagram has already explained the harmful effects of
modern agricultural practices. Think AGAIN!!!

Be exam smart!!l The setter for your geography elective paper is not that STUPID in giving you
the answer DIRECTLY if they just want you list the points from the given geographical pictures.
If it is that case, this is not an N or O level exam paper.

Remember the geographical pictures given in the geography elective exam will not explain
everything to address the question. Otherwise, it serves no purpose in giving you the picture.

The setter of your geography elective paper will most likely want you to select and EXPLAIN the
correct points of the article.

Candidate will be entitled a full 4 marks if he/she has used the points stated in the picture to
EXPLAIN FULLY on how the points in the picture can bring harmful effects of modern agricultural
practices.

This can only be done if the candidate has fully interpreted the picture and see how he/she
EXPLAINS the points in the picture in order to ADDRESS THE QUESTION

Note: Marks will NOT be given if the candidate cannot show the link the points drawn in the
picture to ADDRESS THE QUESTION.

Note: If this type of question (interpreting geographical pictures) does not use the phrase, “
Using information from the picture and studies you have made”, you can only stick to the
picture to explain and NOT use any factors or limitations of a certain topic from your textbook to
answer the question.

Your Task: Attempt example 1 now by using the correct techniques.
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Example 2
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Figure 2

to altered conditions.

Extracted from: http://www.fao.org/NEWS/FACTFILE/FF9721-E.HTM

With reference to figure 2, explain how global warming has impacted farming. [6]
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Type 2
Sometimes, some geographical pictures such as political cartoons require A LOT of
interpretation.

Thus, it will be good to know how to INTERPRET political cartoons by understanding the
techniques employed by cartoonists.

e Symbolism- using an object to represent an idea

Peace - dove, olive branch, victory sign
Freedom- eagle

Love- cupid, heart

Money- dollar sign or bill

Crown — Monarchy

Heroes/good guys — wear white

o Villain/ bad guys- wear black

e Caricature- exaggerating a physical feature or habit (e.g. big ears, big nose, baldness)
o Exaggeration- overstating or magnifying a problem or issue
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Example 3
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Figure 3
Extracted from: GCE O LEVEL EXAM NOV 2003, Pure Geography paper

QUESTION
‘Developing countries often receive aid from developed countries’.

Explain what figure 3 suggests about the problems faced by developing countries after
receiving aid from developed countries. [6]
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Example 4
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Question
Using figure 4 and studies you have made, explain what Singapore has done to further promote
the tourist industry. [10]
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Type 3

Geographical pictures can include photographs showing the characteristics of a certain type of
economic activity or cartoons are most likely to show the success or failure of a certain type of
economic activity.

Thus, type 3 questions require detailed (full) understanding of the photographs/cartoons
presented.

Steps to attempt these questions

1. Look at the big picture to grasp the purpose of the photograph/cartoons OR to identify the
economic activity.

2. |Ifitis a photograph, look for features (evidences) to describe the characteristics of a certain
type of economic activity. If it is a cartoon, pick out words that show success or failure of a
certain type of economic activity.

3. Then, use the features (evidences) that have been spotted to EXPLAIN and ADDRESS the
question.

Example 5
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Extracted from: Hong Kah Sec 2004 MY Sec 4 E
Figure 5

With evidence from the photograph (figure 5) only, state the type of crop grown and describe the
characteristics of this plantation. [4]
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Example 6

Figure
Source: GCE N LEVEL EXAM 2004, 2191/2

Explain why the area shown on the photograph (figure 6) has both advantages and
disadvantages for rice cultivation. [3]
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Example 7

Study the conversation below between a group of farmers and a government official in the South
East Asian country.
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Extracted from: Our World- a closer look 4 workbook, page 91

‘ Figure 7

With reference to figure 7, explain why farmers find it difficult to adapt the changes suggested by
the government. [4]
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Example 8
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Extracted from: Revision Geography Elective, Redspot publishing
Figure 8

With reference to figure 8, explain why the statement ‘Labour is generally seen as the single
most important location factor. Yet, we do not always find large manufacturers setting up
factories in developing countries where there is a huge population and relatively cheap
labour.’ holds true in today’s electronics industry such as Bangalore. [8]

Prepared by Tan YS Updated on 1 June 2005 12



Prepared by Tan YS

Updated on 1 June 2005

13



