
COMMAND WORDS IN GEOGRAPHY ELECTIVE PAPER

· These are words in a question that tell the candidates what they have to do in order to meet the question requirements.

· Keep in mind that the meaning of a term must depend on its context.
	ANNOTATE
	Add labels or notes or short comments, usually to a diagram, map or photograph to describe or explain

	CALCULATE
	Work out a numerical answer

	COMPARE
	Write about what are similar and different about two things.
For a comparison, two elements or themes are required.

Two separate descriptions do NOT make a comparison.

	COMPLETE
	Add the remaining detail or details required

	CONTRAST
	Write about the differences between two things

	DESCRIBE
	Write about what something is like or where it is
Often linked with other command words  such as Name and describe, Describe and explain 

	DESCRIBE THE DISTRIBUTION OF
	Write about the location of the required feature(s) as shown on the map(s) provided by referring to:

(i) 
their relationship to other 
features shown, e.g. settlements or rivers,

(ii) 
their density in particular areas.

	DESCRIBE THE PATTERN OF
	Write about the location of the required feature(s) as shown on the map(s) provided by referring to particular arrangements such as nucleated, linear, dispersed, etc.

Where relevant, locating the patterns in relation to the provinces and rivers, or any other feature(s) shown on the map(s) provided.

	EXPLAIN/ ACCOUNT FOR/ GIVE REASONS FOR
	Write about why something occurs or happens



	GIVING YOUR VIEWS/ COMMENT ON
	Write about what you think about something



	HOW
	Write about in what way/ to what extent/ by what means/ methods something happens

	IDENTIFY
	Pick out something from information given in text or on a map/ diagram/ etc

	ILLUSTRATING YOUR ANSWER, DESCRIBE/ EXPLAIN
	Describe/ explain with the help of specific examples or diagrams

The command may be extended to require a diagram: Illustrating your answer by a labelled diagram

	INSERT/ LABEL
	Place specific names or details on a map/ diagram/ etc in response to a particular requirement

	JUSTIFY
	Explain why you chose something or why you think in a certain way about an issue

	LIST
	Identify and name a number of features to meet a particular purpose

	LOCATE
	Find where something is placed or state where something is found or mark it on a map or diagram

	NAME/PREDICT
	State or specify or identify.

Give the word or words by which a specific feature is known or give examples which illustrate a particular feature

	REFER TO/ WITH REFERENCE TO
	Write an answer which uses some of the ideas provided on a map/ photograph/ diagram/ etc or other additional material such as a case study

	STATE BY
	Set down in brief

Refer to an aspect of a particular feature by a short statement or by a few words or a single word

	STUDY
	Look carefully at; usually at one of the resources in the question paper

	SUGGEST
	Write down your ideas on or your knowledge about the given topic.

It is often coupled with why

This requires a statement or an explanatory statement referring to one or more particular feature(s)

	USE/ USING THE INFORMATION PROVIDED
	Base your answer on the information you have been given



	WITH THE HELP OF INFORMATION IN
	Write an answer which uses some/ all of the information provided, as well as additional information from your own knowledge

	WHAT
	This command is used to form a question concerned with the selection of ideas/ details/ factors

	WHERE
	State at what place/ to what place/ from what place

	WHAT DIFFERENCES ARE SHOWN
	Use comparative statements to state the differences involved or the changes that have occurred between two points on a map/ diagram/ etc.

Complete descriptions of the two things are not required.

	WHY
	Write about the cause of or give the reason for
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