CASE STUDY: POLLUTION IN CHINA

Source: The Straits Times 2004

Causes:

	huge rise in the number of cars
· Car ownership has been doubling every few years.

	Dusty beds of dried- up rivers run through endless grey hills and deserts below.

	The city also faces serious sanitation problems because its sewage goes straight into the river.

	Improper sewage system

	The biggest causes of air pollution in Beijing are industry, traffic fumes and sandstorms from the Gobi Desert.

	Factories have been dumping untreated waste into the Huai River.

	China relies on fossil fuel, mainly coal, to generate about 80 %of its electricity, with hydropower and nuclear energy.


EFFECTS
	This raises the prospect of even more coal dust and acid rain.

	That land is now shrinking at a rate of 1 million hectares a year.

	More than half of China's citizens face serious problems of water shortage or contamination.

	The nearest water is more than 100m below ground. (harder to access water source)

	The river is sometimes scarcely visible through the smog.

	The city's skies were smothered by smog so thick it forced the rescheduling of two shows by a visiting French aerobatics team. (Affect economic activities)

	There will be a warm winter  (Too much Carbon dioxide) will have less cold air, fewer windy days and more foggy weather, which will make it more difficult for pollutants to be dispelled.

	The poor air quality is blamed for health risks including asthma and cancer.

	Polluted water from the Huai River has poisoned thousands, many dying of cancer.

	Peasant farmers could not climb out of poverty. (Many died of cancers and need medical attention)


MEASURES

	CHINA implemented 'blue sky' campaign to clean up the city's polluted air. (limited success)

	CHINA urged companies and factories to 'strive hard to grab blue skies' (e.g. cut production)

	China has earmarked US$7 billion (S$11.7 billion) to clean up the capital.

	CHINA call for the relocation of 200 polluting factories and treatment of more than 90% of sewage in the city's noxious canals by 2008.

	[still pending] CHINA enforces a law for all power grid companies to buy electricity generated by hydro, wind, or solar power plants

	China plans to cut power supply to high-polluting factories

	CHINA wants to attract foreign investments into this industry to build enough waste-treatment facilities.

	CHINA close unsafe mines producing low-grade coal and many heavy polluting small power plants. (Limited success) 

REASONS: (1) Local administrators feared an outcry if they shut down important employers. (2) Economic prosperity is more important. (3) Uncooperative foreign companies


