August 14th, 2004





Railhead Park was once again the site of a Cal-Neva battle. This time it was the 4th Annual Rumble at Railhead. In August 2001 the first ever Cal-Neva battle was held between the Foch and the Peder Skram in the very same waters. In the end the Skram went down after doing some damage to the Foch. That was then, and this is now.





Mini-Battle #1





Derfflinger vs Andrea Doria





The Hindenburg, Drottnig Victoria, and Augusta were having various issues and the two ships went out to duel for a while. They exchanged a few shots before coming back in to start the day off proper.





Battle #1


Sortie #1


Andrea Doria/Derfflinger vs. Augusta/Hindenburg





The Drottnig Victoria was still having a few issues so it was decided to go ahead and battle with the above teams. The action started off wild and close with the Augusta taking several shots at the Hindenburg and scoring a few hits. Unfortunately, the Hindenburg was on the same team as the American cruiser. The Doria and Derfflinger sat back for a moment in confusion. Then the real action started as both the Doria and Derfflinger concentrated fire on the Hindenburg which was only firing back with one gun. Soon the Hindenburg went on five and started to run to the far side of the pond with the Andrea Doria in hot persuit. The two ships manuvered some before the Hindenburg returned to the near side and waited out the rest of her five in relative peace. Meanwhile the Derfflinger had managed to corner the Augusta and got in a few shots on the cruiser. When the Doria showed up the American called five and spent the bulk of the remaining time runnning from the two enemy ships but made it off the pond with relative ease.





Sortie #2





Doria/Derfflinger vs. Augusta/Hindenburg/Drottnig Victoria





The Victoria was ready for the second sortie and was let into the battle. This sortie saw as many ships on the water as Cal-Neva had ever had before and the action was intense. However the Augusta was victim to friendly fire as the little Swede opened up on her several times before realizing that the cruiser was in fact on the same team. The Hindenburg stayed fairly close to shore as the damage from the first sortie, combined with a ram, was causing the pump to stay on for much of the time. However the battlecruiser still managed to dump a few rounds into the bow of the Doria before calling five and running to the far side of the pond once again. Just after the Hindenburg was pulled off, the Derfflinger and Drottnig Victoria were caught in a tangle near the middle of the pond. The german was "herding" the smaller ship, which turned nearly on her side before the bigger battlecruiser backed off. The Victoria's pump simply couldn't keep up with the water flooding down the turret holes and sank stern-first in a matter of seconds. Battle paused as Micheal Aono went in to reteive his ship. After several minutes of searching Brett went in and found the little Pre-Dreadnought. The second sortie was called. David and the Augusta headed for a mountain vacation leaving 4 ships left for the second battle.





Battle #2


Sortie #1





Derfflinger/Andrea Doria vs. Hindenburg/Drottnig Victoria





The first sortie saw some basic combat with the Hindenburg spending much of the time mossed or hiding on the far side of the pond. Bret and Micheal were almost insepereable as their two ships exchanged round after round of gunfire. Towards the end of the sortie the Hindenburg dumped a great deal of her ammo into the bow of the Doria causing the pump to come on. The first sortie ended with some damage being taken all the way around.





Sortie #2





Same fleets





The second sortie continued where the first left off. The Drottnig and Derfflinger harassed each other for a time before moving off and licking their respective wounds. The Doria and Hindenburg exchanged a couple of rounds before the Derfflinger arrived on scene which caused the Hindenburg to run for some deeper water. One of the ships nudged the Hindenburg and her main power connector came un-connected. With no pump and no drive motors the mighty flagship sat helpless in the middle of the pond. Although she was moderately damaged and had no pump the big ship lasted over a minute while the Derfflinger tried desperately to tow her to shore. However gravity overcame bouancy and the Hindenburg slipped beneith the waves bow first in a graceful and silent sink. Brandon waded, then swam, out to find her and after a few long moments brought the battlecruiser to the surface. Once back on the table with the connector re-attached she was, of course, fully functional. Thus ended the days battling. Everyone had a good day on the pond and was looking forward to the Night Battle in September.


